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During the Nazi regime (1933-1945), Japan was in league with Ger-
many. At the same time, Japan practiced an “Islamic Policy” to use
Muslims during the occupation of Asia. For this purpose, research and the
enlightenment about Islam were prompted, and a kind of "Islam Boom”
came to Japan. It seems natural that the German Islamic Policy affected
the Japanese movement. In this study we examine relevant articles which
appeared in the monthly Kaikyo Sekai (Islamic World;1939/4-1941/12)
published by “Dainihon Kaikyo Kyokai”, an agency of Islamic Policy, using
historic events as leads.

We will start by analyzing some articles by councilors of this agency
written after the Germany-Soviet Nonaggression Pact. A Japanese navy
officer says that Japan and Germany have a strategy, so Islamic Policy is
important for both. His comment is abstract. On the contrary, the former
Middle East minister is critical of Nazism and is not satisfied with the
superficial Islamic Policy of Japan.

Secondly, we will look closely at articles which appeared soon after the
outbreak of the second world war. The former minister asserts that the
Islamic Policy of Germany will fail because of the aggressive and atheistic
character of Nazism. An expert on Russia also illustrates the failure of the
Islamic Policies of both Germany and the Soviet Union. He suggests the
necessity to change the Islamic Policy and encourage Muslims to stand up
for themselves. Both the minister and the expert are critical of Germany’s

Islamic Policy.

* The Japanese Perspective of Germany’s Islamic Policy: Based on a Review of Kaikyo Sekai
(Omoso Chisako)
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Finally, as a result of the German victory in Europe, an opportunistic
expert in all-out war values Islamic Policy of Germany, and appeals for the
reinforcement of Japanese Islamic Policy in Southeast Asia. The research
division of Dainihon Kaikyo Kyoaki reports on both the Islam campaign by
Nazi and German colonization in Dutch Indonesia. The agency declares
Japanese extension to Southeast,

These factors together lead us to the conclusion that Japan’s Islamic
Policy proceeded by trial and error rather than careful planning during the
time Kaikyo Sekai was published. They had little interest and information
about Islamic Policy of Germany, so paid little attention to its movement
in Islamic countries other than Southeast Asia.

Lastly, Dainihon Kaikyo Kyoaki has been regarded as a warlike
agency so far, but this analysis seems questionable. We need to inquire

further into this issue by using unsorted sources.
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