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This paper discusses a concept of ‘learning’ that exists in a certain
community. In focusing on this, I will analyze entrance ceremony speeches
made by the University President, from 1999 to 2003, as one learning
community. “The essential criterion for ‘community’ is that some signifi-
cant dimension of experience be shared” (Saville-Troike, 1982 : 15). This
paper is concerned with how speeches in entrance ceremonies are organized
and how they express their function in a much broader sense, as well as
how ‘learning’ concepts are conveyed metaphorically in a community.

I build a theoretical framework based on C Model of Tsuda (2001) and.
the concept of metaphor from Lakoff and Johnson (1980) in Section 2. The
Methods used in this paper are described in Section 3. This paper began
collecting the University President’s speeches in entrance ceremonies. So
far, the research includes 5 years of speeches. The ceremonies’ speeches
were read, re-read, and gradually organized into sets with functional
patterning and metaphorical names. I report my analyses of speeches in
detail in Sections 4 and 5. Functional patterning occurs in all speeches. In
all cases, patterned variations can be related to aspects of the entrance
ceremony’s structure or value and belief systems within the respective
academic cultures. The President, who belongs to the academic commu-
nity, employs metaphors to make sense of ‘learning’. It is assumed that
metaphors are reflections of the ways in which people in a community
conceptualize ‘learning’. The ‘learning’ as ‘traveling’ metaphor can be seen

as an adjunct of the more general life is a journey metaphor. The journey
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was mapped out for them to convey the ‘learning’ concept of this commu-
nity. Metaphor, then, is not just a linguistic embellishment, but a primary
means by which people make sense of the world around them. Metaphor
helps us to construct reality, to reason with it and to evaluate it. After
these arguments on ‘learning’ concept in entrance ceremony, this paper is

concluded in Section 6.
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