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In 1939 and 1940, just before World WarIl, the first and only Islamic exhibition
in Japan, the “Kaikydken Tenrankai”, was held in Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya.
Matsuzakaya, a well-established department store, offered its retail stores as the
location for the exhibition. Why was a private store rather than a museum or a public
facility selected for this type of exhibition, which should have been considered a matter
of national policy? In this study we examine the circumstances and processes that led
to Matsuzakaya’s involvement with this Islamic exhibition.

We will start by analyzing Nagoya’s role in the Islamic Exhibition. In 1931, after
the Russian Revolution, the first mosque in Japan was built here by the Tatar refugees.
This mosque happened to be near the head office of Matsuzakaya. Since Nagoya was
an international city thriving on commerce, both the local government and the city
residents believed that commercial and political ties developed through trade with
Islamic countries would benefit Nagoya. Japan’s wartime regime also contributed to
the desire to develop relations with Islam.

Secondly, we will look more closely at the Tatars, who were originally engaged in
the textile industry in Russia. After immigrating to Japan, they continued to trade in
textiles and related businesses. Because of the increased popularity of western-style
clothes in Japan at this time, some of these Tatars were employed as tailors at
department stores, probably including Matsuzakaya. These workers were typical of
foreign Muslims in Japan before the second world war.

Finally, Matsuzakaya used cultural events hosted at its locations across Japan to
simultaneously attract customers and improve its status among consumers.
Matsuzakaya contacted Middle Eastern and Islamic cultures by promoting arabesque

motif patterns and collecting pieces of cloth originally from these areas. We can be
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fairly certain that Matsuzakaya supported the “Kaikyoken Tenrankai” in order to
cooperate with the Japanese wartime government and to increase its customer base.
During WW II many department stores including Matsuzakaya expanded overseas by
order of this government. But after the war was lost, these companies suffered severe
damage and the “Kaikyoken Tenrankai” disappeared into oblivion.

These factors together lead us to the conclusion that internal and external
commercial and social forces in Japan before World War 11, and the Tatar’s long history

of textile expertise, linked Matsuzakaya with Islam.
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