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Hotels in Japan have been mirroring the times and developing with the society
since they were introduced in the nineteenth-century. They could be regarded as the
“cultural apparatus” or the media in the urban space which represents the Modern
West.  Hotels have widely shifted their social functions in the city, public
accessibility, and signs representing the privileged Modern West. Such alterations in
Japanese hotels clearly describe the unique mechanisms of the cultural acquisition
from the West and their consequent evolution in Japanese culture. This paper tries to
interpret the evolution of the Japanese cultural contexts through investigating the
transition of the "Modern West" displayed in the hotels in Japan.

The hotels in Japan revealed their peculiar process of evolution in the "hotel
booms" that occurred four times since 1960's. Japanese hotels have been in their
transitional period since the late 1970's, when the third boom has been accelerated.
They have transformed in various aspects and the most significant changes are as
follows: 1) The meanings of the festivity connected to the development of hotels
have changed in quality. 2) Young consumers, who had been marginalized by the
privileged, have started to enjoy hotels at their discretion. 3) The binomial concepts
based on the modern value, such as Japanese/Western, usual/unusual, and
vernacular/foreign, have collapsed.

These transformations apparently show the end of the modern era and the rise of
the new consumer culture in post modern Japan. One can also recognize that the
hotels were no longer the isolated monument of western culture and that they have
developed as the original "cultural apparatus” in Japan. This movement correlates with
the transition of the cultural context, in which hotels and Japanese society have

adopted the culture of the modern West and evolved it into the original version.

* The Hotel in Contemporary Japan: An Analysis of the Media in a Consumer Society (SEKIGUCHI Eri)
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The hotel industry has had a period of stagnation since the early 1990's. Few
innovations and cultural movements have arisen in the Japanese hotel world after the
last boom. However, the development of the new media, such as the Internet, is now
accelerating the reformation of cultural framework. It is of much note that such
drastic movements would inspire the emergence of totally new Japanese hotel culture

in the future,
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