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Yu Guangzhong (1928-), a poet/essayist/translator/playwright, is one of the
most accomplished writer in Taiwan. He was born in Nanjing and raised in the
southern provinces in the mainland, before he moved to Taiwan where he became a
founding member of the Blue Star Poetry Club. His lyrical style alternate from the
occidental models to Chinese "neo-classicism," yet maintaining a consistently inspiring
diction and appealing style. One of the well-known themes in his works include the
nostalgic memories of his adolescence in the mainland, which has captured a
wide-range of readers in Taiwan and overseas. Like many other mainland-born
Chinese writers who came to Taiwan with the Nationalist Party, Yu's "homeland"
became a distant imagined-community which is no longer existent. Yu's nostalgia
toward his lost-homeland, a sense of local solidarity in Old China, memories of the
landscapes in his youth, depicted in the multiple poetic styles and diction, has inspired
a young generation of Taiwanese poets as well. What is, then, behind Yu's nostalgia
toward the homeland ?

This paper focuses upon the nature of this Yu's nostalgia appeared in his past
works. The paper, in conclusion, explores the possible affinity of the historical Eastern
sentiment of counter-modernism with Yu Guangzhong's fondness of pre-modern
communities when the East was still maintaining the sense of universal validity of its
own. It was the modern occidental powers who came to Asia to invalidate the Asian
norms, and thus the recognition that the modern Asia would not ever be able to recover

the once glorious days could very likely be lying in his nostalgia.
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The Swings between the Memories and the Imagination: On the Nature of Nostalgia in Yu Guangzhong's Works (UEDA Tetsuji)
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