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This paper investigates Tokyo Disneyland (TDL), a cultural “apparatus”
that has emerged in the 1980’s Japan, and it also argues the situation of
Japanese contemporary culture concerning the presence of “America.”
Referring to the former studies on Disneyland in the United States (DL) and
TDL, this study reveals the intended mechanism of TDL that contains the
binomial concepts of “reality and fiction” as well as “native and exotic.”
Through the examination of various cultural “devices” in TDL, one can grasp
the role of TDL and the reality of Japanese culture.

TDL is not merely a copy of DL, but it has been arranged and obtained
the unique functions in Japanese cultural context. J. Baudrillard asserted that
America is no longer real but “hyperreal” and that DL is presented as an
imaginary “simulacrum” pretending the rest of America is “real,” when in fact
all the surroundings are “hyperreal.” DL and TDL have the same mechanism
that guarantees the world of reality by the emphasis of its fictitiousness.
However, since TDL was supposed to be “America in Japan” as well as
“the world of fantasy,” TDL fundamentally contains more complicated struc-
ture and role than DL. Using the technique of “hiding and emphasis,” TDL
tried to display America as “fantasy/exotic” and Japan as “reality/native”
in post-modern Tokyo. However, it is open to question that such a simple
framework could be applied to the 1980’s Japan because the post-war Japan
has been deeply influenced by the American culture. In other words, TDL
betrays the fact that it cannot necessarily secure the “reality of Japan.”
Although the American culture is no longer “fantasy/exotic” for Japanese con-
temporary culture, it is not equal to the completion of Americanization. On

the contrary, TDL shows the possibility that Japan has created the unique pop-
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ular culture making the most of the adopted system of American consumer
culture. Thus TDL could be a symbol of Japanese popular culture, rather than
its primary role of “America in Japan.” The process and the mechanism of
reconstruction of cultural identity in the 1980°s Japan would be explained
through the further investigations on TDL such as audience analysis and his-

torical studies.
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