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Many researchers of metaphor have regarded metaphor’s highlighting and
hiding as a trivial matter, and relatively few analyses of its mechanism or its
cognitive model have been done. The purpose of this paper is to reconsider
metaphor's highlighting and hiding in detail, and to propose a new cognitive
model of metaphor’s highlighting and hiding with a notion of similarity.

Lakoff (1993) defines metaphor as a mapping across two conceptual
domains, namely, a target domain and a source domain. He considers that it
is based on correspondences in our daily experiences rather than on similari-
ties. Lakoff’s view about metaphor is employed in this paper, except for his
idea about conceptual metaphors, which he considers are not based on similar-
ity. On the notion of similarity that is closely related to metaphor’s high-
lighting and hiding, Suzuki (1996) suggests three types of similarity, they are,
object-level similarity, relation-level similarity, and pragmatic similarity. His
three classifications of similarity is introduced in this paper.  Also, the impor-
tance of the object-level similarity that is considered to play a vital role in
metaphor’s highlighting and hiding is shown by analyzing some metaphorical
expressions.

This paper’s cognitive model of metaphor’s highlighting and hiding is a
modification of the “contrast” model first proposed by Tversky (1977) and
then modified by Ortony (1979). The contrast model in which a circle repre-
sents a set of attributes cannot explain the difference of salient degrees among
the attributes.  After indicating the defect of this model, a new model that
involves an isosceles triangle instead of a circle is proposed. This new
model regards the isosceles triangle as a set of attributes that constructs a
notion. In the triangle, the distribution of attributes depends on their salient

degrees, that is, the higher it goes in the triangle, the more salient it becomes.

* A Cognitive Model of Metaphor’s Highlighting and Hiding (TAKEDA Masaki)
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It is important to note that there is a borderline on the triangle that divides the
salient aspects and the non-salient aspects of a concept. This line is not
fixed, but moves up and down flexibly depending on the contexts or daily
experiences. In this model, a conceptual mapping is described as an overlap
of two triangles. The highlighted aspects of a mapping are in the overlapped
part, while the hidden aspects are in non-overlapped parts of the triangles that

are salient.
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