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Tsubouchi Shoyé (1859-1935), one of Japan’s most influen-
tial literary theorists, novelists and dramatists in the Meiji period
(1868-1912), wrote two novels treating love between' young men
and women immediately after publishing the first theory of the
novel in Japan, which was titled Shosetsu shinzui (The Essence
of the Novel) and the novels were Tosei shosei katagi (The Char-
acters of Modern Students) and Imo to se kagami (Paragons of
a Hunsband and a Wife), all published in 1885. This paper fo-
cuses on how Shoyé thought a man and a woman’s love should
be described in a novelistic form. He thought that works such
as Bulwer-Lytton’s Ernest Maltravers should provide models of
writing, rather than the native traditions embodied in The Tale
of Genji or ninjobon, a popular genre treating men’s and women’s
love in the late Tokugawa period (1603-1868). But how much
difference was there between Shéyd’s work and ninjobon ? Al-
though Tosei shosei katagi notably lacked the sexual description
and polygamy found in ninjobon, there were aspects of striking
similarity.

The main plot of Imo to se kagami is its hero’s marriage and
its fajlure. The narrator explains the failure in terms of the man’s
acceptance of the woman’s love without at the same time worship-
ping her sufficiently. The explanation makes explicit what Shoyd

found unsatisfactory in the love stories of the Tokugawa period:

*Tsubouchi Shoyé’s Thoughts on Love Seen through Imo to se kagami (Atsushi
Kovano)
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the fact that there was no male worship of woman. This fact of
male worship of the female is a notable feature of the modern
Western novel, but Shoyo failed to follow up this fact in his later

work.
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