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i) Nh= K o

This paper will examine two different meanings of "-hazimeru”; "the be-
ginning of actions” (-hazimeru(A)) and ”the occurence of events”(-hazimeru
(B)) (Shibatani 1978). In so doing, we will see passives rather than actives,
since passives help to distinguish these two meanings.

We will assume that the semantic difference is relevant to the events to
which "-hazimeru” refer. When we deal with a single event which occurs in a
certain time and space, and we address the beginning of the event, we use "~
hazimeru(A)”. On the other hand, when we refer to a micro-level event which
consists of a macro-level event, and we address the occurrence of the event,
we use "-hazimeru(B)”.
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