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The purpose of this paper is twofold. Firstly, by comparing
the data of the Edo-era Japanese and those of modern Japanese,
I demonstrate that the use of “inanimate passive” has increased
in frequency since the Meiji era, not only in written Japanese but
also in spoken Japanese. In so doing, I discuss two semantic prop-
erties to be noted in connection with this increase: adversity and
agency. That is,while inanimate passive in the Edo-era Japanese
generally implies adversity as well as agency, it didn’t imply ei-
ther in modern Japanese. Secondly, I propose that this increase
of inanimate passive is a consequence of two factors. One is that
the intransitive active construction has been replaced by the cor-
responding transitive passive construction. The other is that with
the increase of Sino-Japanese transitive verbs which lack the in-
transitive counterpart, their passive forms have been favored over

the intransitive forms of the corresponding Japanese-origin verbs.
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