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Anton Chekhov, the final member of the lineage of 19th cen-
tury Russian fiction, chose the short story form rather than the
more mainstream novel form in which to express his art. This
genre had been thought a mere practice-ground for the novel, but
with Chekhov it came to be appreciated anew. He did not attempt
to use his characters to express weighty ideas, as was common in
that day. Instead, the stress is on the flow of Time in which these

characters exist.

Time is the real protagonist in the stories of Chekhov. Char-
acters appear and disappear in the stories, rather than being born
and dying, and because of this the stories continue on inexorably,
giving us the feeling that Time will flow on eternally with new
characters. He is not being judgemental in placing his weak and
feckless human characters in contrast to the starkly eternal char-
acter of Time. Instead there is a sense of hopeful approval created
by the strength and eternality of Time. His characters perceive
eternal Time, an eternal chain, by using “memories,” both indi-
vidual and collective, and thus position themselves in it. Once
positioned, they just “go with the flow.” Human individuality
balances perfectly with Time’s eternality. Characters coexist be-
tween limited lives and the stream of eternal Time. Numerous
characters in Chekhov’s stories complete a chain of Russian Eter-

nity.

*Going with the Eternal Flow in Chekhov (Akiko TAKAHASHI)
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