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Discourse markers not only link utterances with preceding
ones, but also provide signals on how to infer implicatures from
the context of those utterances, informing the hearer about what
kinds of speech acts and propositions to expect. Furthermore, be-
cause discourse markers function as a means of holding turns and
yielding turns in the turn-taking system, they play a crucial role
at the level of communication.

In conversations in natural settings one of the discourse mark-
ers of Japanese, dakara, exhibits a great variety of functions in
addition to the generally acknowledged one of leading to conclu-
sions and results. However research into the functions of dakara
in actual conversation is at present extremely rare.

The research presented in this paper is an explication of the
functions of dakara, taking as its object instances of use of dakara
from a corpus of a broad range of conversations. The communica-
tive functions performed by dakara were analyzed on the basis of
semantics and pragmatics. The functions of dakare were divided
into three semantic categories and into five pragmatic categories.
It is observed that, in all categories at the most basic level, the

propositional meaning of logical relation is always preserved.

*An Analysis of the Japanese Discourse Marker Dakara (Kazuyo TANIZAKI)
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