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SUMMARY

J.S.Mill on Citizen’s Cultivation and Public Participation
Naoki KASHIMOTO

In this article, we focus on the concept of ‘citizen’ in Mill's
discourses on society and politics. As what kind of entity did he see a
citizen?

In Consideration on Representative Government, Mill discussed
political liberty and wanted citizens to participate actively in political and
public affairs. He describes public participation as ‘school of public spirit’,
emphasizing the moral benefits of its educational function. According to
him, citizens have the opportunity of public participation on the one hand
and public duty to participate on the other. Citizens have many other
duties as well, including that of cultivation of public spirit, to others and
society. Mill, however, expects each citizen to cultivate such a spirit by
self-cultivation, instead of trying to impose it on him.

As for the possibility of citizen's self-cultivation, Mill discusses in A
System of Logic (VI-II) the problem of spontaneity of the will, which he
regards there as the standard of citizens, in the hope that participation
transforms citizens into something better. It is this potential of citizens for
transformation, which is the heart of Mill's view on citizens.

So we can conclude that, in Mill's view, citizens culture public spirit,
the essential component of liberal society, mainly through public
participation.
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