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Tjerita Njai Dasima was published in Batavia (now Jakarta)
in 1896. This novel was one of the earliest works written in the
Melayu language and it is well known even today. The purpose
of this thesis is to examine the great popularity of this novel and
what it tells about social life in those days.

Early works of literature including Tyerita Njai Dasima have
attracted very little attention in the history of Indonesian liter-
ature. But these novels have great significance. They are the
only records of the Netherland Indies during a period when na-
tives themselves left few reliable records of their own. In addition,
these novels were written for pleasure, and readers’ consciousness
is reflected in them. The analysis of these novels will enable us to
look at people’s consciousness, their life and social conditions at

that time.
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