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AAREDIEIRE & 6 Tam*
PN R

This article discusses syntactic and #-theoretic properties of
the nominatively-marked NP in the so-called unaccusative con-
struction in Japanese. We offer two sets of facts indicating that
the nominative NP in some unaccusative constructions has prop-
erties of the object, rather than the subject. These are based on
(i) case-marker drop; and (ii) the distribution of arbitrary refer-
ence PRO. Then we see that the nominative NP denoting a human
being has the f-role of Agent as well as that of Theme. To accom-
modate this apparent violation of the §-criterion, we hypothesize
that Infl has the capability of assigning the f-role of Agent to
the subject argument in its projection. This analysis accounts for
the subtle difference between Japanese and English in terms of
the behavior of the so-called implicit agent. Finally, we consider
the conceptual motivation for postulating a subject position in IP
in the absence of a Case-theoretic motivation, and suggest that
the present analysis offers a #-theoretic motivation for having two

potential positions in the phrase structure of Japanese.

1 HBAEZEOWVDH O 3IEBHE

Miyagawa (1989) i$ 1 AFED W HW 2 IExHEML DOIRAIC NP BE)ZED -
TVAEDERY LTWA, I TV LI, MRk (45 Tv—
7 &fLB NP 7% Theme, TH D LMBEENRTEILCHE 2 E2H2 b0, Lk
TEDHERIR, VWD REREIML, L) &) ICHRINCER L TS
o RD & % IHRRNIEXDOBITH %o
*The Unaccusative Construction in Japanese and § Theory (Taisuke NISHIGAUCHI)
o EUAIER BT 3 22— 3 Y Rk
AR AR AR U U Rt ot ¥ [ SRR T4 ¥ 7 4 —< WTiliaR
LA S LD bDThHE, WECHY ., FCOMRTRERBNEDI A £E
Fim s8R TW vz, HERSRO BIgX OFEICEHER L,
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(1) a. F7HRW
b. BEPEL TS
c. WHPHZ o7z

INEDICHNDEFDE 3G T 2T EFE - Twa, TR TG
B . [#b3 ] [#%ET]. B2 R T] 2ETH2, [T MHks] nE
13T 2B NI L v, FH T —27 SNBEH Theme THE, H)
LRHTELDTHHI DG, B dRBITHHEEZONS, —
F. TSI THA ] %3, FROEMTEE Agent O 0%#H) (DA) 2o T
BY . FEGEMT)F unergative verbs LTI, KIS D JEREMEIETITHA
ZHEEHTHE, LWVl EHPTED,

Miyagawa OGTIZ LB E [F 7BV O TF7 ] D #EETE B
O HWFEOMEIER S L, S REENDOIRED B CEEOVE BT S 05,

(2) [llve F7 B<]

L

ZOBHEEEOTZ20E, T B[V 2] LR %0, #4535 NP L
THREGZAIENTERVWI L, HIL OO HMEER, D #EEONRICE
EFoTwTIIREGZONT, [T 1V —] OERICR B, £V IR
HETMRETH S, VP OFMNICBEITIUL, FEDO NP K% 52520
L&) [FTIIETHT AV~ ROFNDB T EHNTE B, M), Jdes
HESCiZ, D HEENSRD & ST EHD NP i VP OAID EEEOM A =
L. NP OBENINEG L v,

(3) [ ABEB () J[ve 1< ]

ZD & RHMOFHE LT, Miyagawa 3 [#EM0EE) | Quantifier Float (QF)
DG EET T b, QF 2 aUIHHEHIL (4) BRI EE» 5D QF 28T
FERERAESL (5) 1TIE, BIMEATE
(4) a. FTHE X ZDETS5DHN
b, FAEDPEEREKRERICES A 2otz
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(5) a. P?PHADTAELDNE TS M7z
b. M?HAMEEHDT 4 A2 T5 AHio7z

TETHAEE R ADIE, QF 2RV BRI ENEHEOT 6B NP M
12 ¢ B LRl U 700 £V Y Saito (1985) DBIEITH B, LOX TRV
AU D VP WERCH B L GET B & SRR TIRIT O & 512 S #ET
HOEF EAEIC ¢ MY A0S NP BEIOGEF AL, C OB &
FEULBEST GBI DS (4) DXL FEAT 2,

(6) [ F7: (%) [ve t: 52 Bl

SOSHL. BT 2 ¢ EOEROMMER EXFICLTH, F{OMETEA
TWh, FOPTEELOE, TOMTRFNAGEHT2 L) BERENATWS D
ERIEBLTW ARV L BID O8I B ATEOFEMHAE L OPR/EIC NP BE)
PEELTWBZERHHLZVEVI T ETH B, RIS (2) ITRENDPRAED
FELWE LT, #FZIClbaBHIOHREN NP BEIThHE LS -0, #H
B 0 HER BT BN AL ETH B, [ K] PEHMEEDNIE D NP (2
HIH % 52 2 Wi LT h ., Takezawa (1987) 2" LR LT3 & 5 ITH%x 52 %
VIREE ISR STV A NP 25, FNFFOMBE T Infl ITL o TEREEZ LN
BN H B I LR EREX B E . TNFHATED A ME~NOBHERICE X
BN, BEERIGRVIRILE kO B Z LW,

W, AAEO VDO IEMNHEL O T~ 7 SN/ NP i, EfTH%
T LAHMEOE o Twa, THUAELWETIUE, T OO ER
NP 2. B3R s it EToTwad, HHWViE (2) DIRESIEL
WELTHEIIHAoTVAEDIE VP %V LIZ IP ~OfN, Wb b &
¥+ Scrambling IC& B LD TH->T, NP BETELWI EIWTEE, XEHTZ
DEEEET B,

2 FRTY—7&n/-BrIE

Shibatani (1986) I$X D & 5 2 HAFED [ ZEEK] OB LT [1Io—27)
DHNG — 0% & B DFHEERE LTV 2o
LE DR oWTiE, 4 BiTH 5 —ER LS.




44 AAGEO AL & 0 Bay

(7) a. ABRHSIEFEDIEv (T L)
b. KERICHEEED OB (T )
INOLDYDFERTY—r Shiz [HFE] SEETEL L, LA HMEEOK
TR0 TVAHLE LT, Shibatani i3 (i) BIFAOEN, (i) L& FD5IC
T 200 TIE L Twd, LT, #NOLOMHRICES L THAED I
KO3 NP AR E 2o Twa 2 L% BB,

2.1 BhEDHEE

Shibatani {3 Saito (1985) @, #CHMEED [% | i, BhFHEEKICIEI N
THZD [HE#] (Saito DHIFE) TH B L VKDL E LT, FED [47)
HAEBE STV EWIBEETIL, (8) TEM [45] Tv—r &hi- [#
B ONLEICHNS NP OBBIEFIZER S LTV E & 2L Tw 5,

(8) a. H. iE (#%) HpBD?

b. B, (%) ELwD?

DT EiE, BEFEIOBEWIT D > T B OAMEGIDOBIE - ¥~ — H OFHE T2
<. FRATHIERIC L AR E VOIORMBIMEETH A I LERLTWA, AL, Bhi
DEMEIRD & ) RED s OB TRI B LWH T L THB,

§ X
DWTLHES, BE T[] b, BT ENTEETHB I L5, KOG L -
TREND,
(10) a. HOF, HEEHE (I2) F-T2

b, &, L2 (I2) o THD?
(7<) | T~) Tv—2 SNARBELIY 50T, (10b) ® [£2] 4 [&E

N OFMERDbNBLL NGV, Ll [HL] &R [~] Tew—ssh
PZRBLL P v (BHIT~ %108 0) 25, SOBBBEDEMITRTRETSH S,
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(1)) H. ETHN) 7207

(11) B, ST 2 & [EZ2Hnn] LW LATE 2w,

7<) & R ik, MiEPERE #TRBAMERT 20100
L. BERZFOL ) BERITRL W ETHB,

PLEDZE G | Bhil OB WD S 3 E OB E W53 20 Tid % <,
(i) MR G-3 BRERMMHC IR S, (i) 22 OBHEL TH Y (Saito (1985)) . (iii)
L 20 £ O FEFEHIE O iV B GER (s-selection) Z 3T 5, &) XHAMEE L B
RAEE (0 HEE) OMEIICERT A LFLETH S,

ity E IR IR E 9 o ROFIDRY & D1, FAHEHEL D £ NP 13515
PUEETH 5,

(12) a. &, F7 (%) HWviz!
b, HEZ AT (F) ELT2HLRTET
INSDXDIENE ., LOWFDHRI LT 2 BGEDSE L 5 hud, HASE

DIFHHELATRD & 5 ek 23 o THB Y. THKO NP 458 DA AR &
bHEHELIATERFBL T2,

(13) XpP
/\
NP X!
%

o T, XP ICHBELALE D NP BIBAMRD FEOME L X' M0 ERD 4
KL > THAEL COMEE 0 %3 > 2 BEESHD 2 0BT 5 v, HAZED
[T ] expletive ICHMUT 2L DL HEZ 2,

77 D HEETEA NPVCHIS T 2 b O EEOMBIcER S s L b
BIFTERMAE LTI, B~ — D OB, BEL I ML T SR T hiFTit
EWhE, FIEMAEL 25,

(14) HEZTH 72(F) BT/ Lo o TH2hHEITS?
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BhEAOBEORIBIR i 52 EOHEHELH Y . BihO (14) OHIEHC 3Hk4 %2 JUSA
5o ELEbIUBEY, (12) LOLBTIE, 450 TELRVHPEER DY,

2.2 YOBRADZH
Kuroda (1983) I3 EFEDOME O ¥ EAFIMER, &5V I3FMIN 2 iR 2R

L8501t L, FEEOMBOZNIFEORALPRTEVWEOBERE LT
W,

(15) a. ____/15\% Ua)‘i‘l“l\b&f;
b, 2ELH __HHTEDTE W

(15a) TEHETRLHATAMEEIET I LA TE 525 (15b) TREFEDIRRZHF
DI ENPET, [T ELHAL (BEnlb) 2#HTE0E..] LRI
TERWV,

Shibatani & [0 —25] N¥—VOFHE NP BIUZEIRKLO_FEHO T
NP Ofifdid, FufS4aa006 il L TEEOH o Ty L 2/RL
TWwh,

(16) a. ABRIZ _ L ool ke

b, BN _ WA OB LWL

chooidwnThb¥ulegiz [Ael. [N 2 BRI 5 L2
B\, TOHICBWT, MEOTHO NP TETH R HMEEE RS D
FHIDTH5D,

Shibatani i =D & 3 L ¥ O G A DS 2 HRICHK TV THZ T, Hih,

EEH), BHW LR o€ AR ERERIC L AR LT v iiE
LN Z EDTERV, LWL TH B, (16) DE ATV TRD
HREDOAIE I H ), WREDAY FIT L 2ERE T B0, [TEK., B2
FREHD. VWhWw3 PRO L LTREINELZVEW)ZETHE,
2 H (1992) AR FEL THHRORET — 7 v ERZ L., HEOBAET b
EREENRDOBENED [T, WEREDHRGED [H5]. Jodsii o 4 [H%] 5%
B Th Y . Mk EED [25] PEBER TV ST — ARFF ISRV EERLTY
Do B, ~BIEOEMIIITES S THKTEID, £ bMBOS BB e
ThHEEXBDNTWVA LS Y, BERHSRTT— 700k, 20 L) RHABHELERIR
bz,
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CDEIUBBMPORDE I UL EFZEZ THDE . JxHERELD B/ NP 3 E
FEELTOREL D 3G LAHWHEDZNTEVN Do TWAH I Wb 5,

(17) HHVIBIHT AL __Hh B/ LD DRIALDHTE

DL HIBNT, YuGH L TEN., BRMICHRTAZ LIZTE Ry, 0D
C e AAEOIEMEE L O T T — 2 Sz NP BERMIEOEZIC L o T
FRERITCOBILEELRLTEY ., AIHCRELHE (13) DIEL S22/ L
TwaY,

3 [17R%E] OFBR

Miyagawa DEHIHE o 72 HAFEDOIEXHAE L OFUTITHE CHEE L 72d D L
B oEAHVET OIS A, TLAAOHMER TS, KD &
) L IEAFEAECTIT N . B 2R ATHETH %,

(18) a. __ HOREKT ) P2 DIHL W
b. . A5 3EETEHICE D72

[9223 ] [# <] % SR ERMICIEIRIIFEO K c R > Twa Eilbhads, &
hooxTEaffiid [A4, #HTH] R EDOMMOBTE S, 7 Uk«
BATVBIZOPPbST, (18) & (17) DMIKHROEVER LD, &
WHHHRTHBDEA Y, —DEZLNDZDX, (18) TREHI N T2 EEKA
ROEHNRIEREL TS, LWwHITEThHD, Wz L, (18) n¥u
&S Agent [1TBH] O 0B EFHF- TR EEZONS, LML, F4ld L
TIENHEHES % FHTHE SN BIHAT Theme D 01X b0 b D& FEHKINITER
L7z Agent Ol 6 %4 & DEM MR DV TIRAERS IRV H B S OD
D ORI O T NP 7F Theme & Agent D2 2D 9% EFH-TWB E VI,
B LR LT oREOER L TWARIREZ ED L D ICE LTI VDD,
SEIST (17) OMFUL. BRI EZ TWRIELR &) LEVOTHED LI THS, 1
i, —~HTEOREFADEEN - BIFURIDT [A] 22 2RO RVOC, AME
(B ET) L8R L, ¥ LT [THE] ORRERL, XOHTERE

FTAHERASANAATLEI 2OTH %,
4Nishigauchi (1984) % &,
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COMERE R BT, DAGEE HEL (47054 ] Agent DMFUCH S5
%kowthLt o ZHE, BB ERITEH SN2 EDBWIOD
iR R oA R R TH B,

KROYFEDZITH LT, AEHOEREDOFIHEE R BN, sink DITHE LR
LTHB. HREINTVLRWITEE THD I LD 5, implicit agent EFEIITS
ZEIHTN TS,

(19) The boat was sunk ___ to collect the insurance.

KD &9 %, BT 5O FEESEEMNIBAITHETH VL &) 2 AP TR -
TH, FHERLCTH B,

(20) The President was assassinated __ to prove a point.

ZOXTYH ., RE@ofek Lo the President Tl . [HFRE] ThH o,
—~J. HAFETH, ROL ) L CRIFELR LI EPER b,

(21) ZHER I v b AY _ BREREERRS 7201 tho bz

CONXTIRBEREC L IOBT™LAOE. Iy L 2o fT5ETHs, LL.
RO LD ST H LT, EFED (20) LB oW EIE SRS,

(22) FOBGAFH _ ERFD72000 RIS (2 E3ED #FNTV2)

ZOXTEZPFLEICER LD, BEETLHNIB L., BRIN;BIG
ETHHN HD, ZO, BEDOFEAMIMEGEOM YT I2HLCE AL e WK T
HY, THEHAFEL EFEOB ORI AREZHESP LIRE L TWA BlH L ¥
2B, bIHILLEELETLE S, Roeper (1987) T EMRRELTWA LT,
PGEDIAHHEL T, BEMTBEIFAE L WD, TAFICL 2y bo—
WEERT AHWE 2> THLE Z LI TE LV,

(23) *The boat sank __ to collect the insurance.
ZDRICDV TR HAARDIMEEL THIR LI LE 25

(24) *3EHEL T v bY _ RS EBR 22iC AT
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—h FEETIRD & 5, M G;t‘rT/%fELtc D135 AMA%1:5ED middle
construction FFPTB ] (H8) #i] ©b, FEREMHOIEuEs Y b a—LT
BEHERFEFT RN,

25) *Bureaucrats bribe easily __ to prove a point.
P

COHTHAREOIE R IZHEE L o THBH . KO NP i EHEio s -
DEEEBREAIIGLDTH S,

(26) KERHE T4 %50 5 71z BEADARICES 2 (2 &)

ROET. ZOHAFEOFHE LR A EEE S, LIRET 2 b D Th 5 WM
TERT Do

4 [7H%E] & Infl

IAGEO AN L O T4& NP 13, FHCABZIETHA, JmEcRsh
z,mm\ ZAL7%e £D Theme TH Y, »OITHH Agent ThdH V155 & #ElE
Lizo SO—RLTOREECERTELEDNIREL EDL S ICRLZ PEE
A1,

V0L R~ DEENSHS NP 124 LT Theme & Agent @ 0 HE %5
THIELIZOIEEDERTH LA, KEMELTWE NP i3220H-oTEALDS
ENTNHNADEEREPSL 0 ZF G ONT WD ETHUE, %A SRS 7 RIE
B, RIZBIS-T2 NP O—2id V 5 Theme #1580 2%5, 9ol
POREFEDPS Agent x5 20NBEEZ LS,

D, )20 0 RENETHEEN Infl ThALEETS, Infl DFET
PUCHNS NP i3 Agent &) 0 REIZF-> TV BEDERSL, bH—2D, V
DHEFICENS NP 3B O 0 B % F o - BETRITTR SR v, ZD%E
FiT, 47 Infl ORFHO Agent (2L ARG % 4T 203 NUER & % WAL THRIE

5 anaphor PWHEH->THH, OBHCHLTRET LTV v ) 5T (22

HEELTR) REANZHEELH - Twa, $hbb ., SOERITHAHSRIC
B L THRISTEORE5M A L RBFAOAGISM B % FBCH S id &% wn,
IR RO LI TELVWEETH Y, o THERE ST Wi iins
Fhidz biwv, whbwa PRO T 5,
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Z OSFTHIIER AL TO NP OBENC. TEROHEEG & 13 T o 22T
5% 5, b L D HOECHEBEEICHE I NBMEIC/ER S LS NP 2 PRO
THUE., TOEHE S HEETHRZOPFNBMNEICBETLLEFDH L, 2O
HAEL ST R WEE LTiliER0. VP HOFEONETH 4,

IIFTOEEET LD L, HAEOIRMILTIND NP & L THHEN
(4T85 THH I BAMREEZEL LD, RO &) il & REZHFOZ
Lt b,

(27) 1P

PRO

PRO D##4 85T RS MEMHE, S Tid D S TORRMERICLS ¢
% 2T BB EBTHS, LERT S, D HMEONVENFNSTILE
2 B0, S ENOWREDBIETAY FBEIAHE T % &, VP HOETOMESD
HeRAB T e B TREMED S B Z LISV T B, LarL. V A5 T OfE AN
ENTEEOMETAHETIXI Tha e Thid, VP KEELRINAMED
SRS L A MEEIR L VWO T, YEoME TR, D 0. Lw i BE
HRETHZ, I THALTBLLEFHLDIE, VP (CEBERS N HE
I HAEERIC I L TER R ST R v D TH - T, BOEEE, BTN R LT
LT E T TVAEAERHFIRTUER 6% v, BEDORS. BEREHC
2R METE0EDD, %8B, HAEOHRICHS T 2SR T4
b ] 1D ¢ HMTH o T [BAFSH] KIS m TRV LiZoW
TiZ. Fukui and Nishigauchi (1992) &,
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LR TR SN TWwh, {HL, HEETI DL S 4230 L 0 o2 4%
HTH T LI (25) OIFENR L EER D LIEADH S, JEETH Infl DR
ANDFEFEDS Agent THH I 2D% 6, EEOEEIFHMEO FHEEEZa b
O—L2wDd, LWHHEFBIL0THS, Infl FEEICH LT OREE
52503, EEICBRONLVHAGE (5§47 OEE) OFMEEIBLRET
Hbo ETHE, ZD2ODEENLEIDL S RIHELXRELONE VI RE
REIRITNEIZ SR,

Fukui and Nishigauchi (1992) O#HADIEL & F4UE, HAETIE VP @
WEBICE E o T3 NP #FEMEMN S I L bWRTHE, S EHKOMT
G55 [ 8] i L TR R . HAE TR EAOM 25 sRic ko
EEZBH (Koopman and Sportiche (1990)) D20k ThH b, FHift
ZAHE, HAGETII NP 45 VP NORE% L 25 IP MBI B ORI
5w 30EN (BGEN) EBI Lo TREDLNZVWDTH S,

EH NP 28 IP WICHND Z & OFMES EMER I Rkd SN T b b
53 IP WICHNB Z DB D L% HIRYADH S (Nishigauchi and Uchibori
(1992)) & §HUL. ZOEMEHT PEHRNEROHFITRDEND Z Lid—DDEH
972 YU TH B o Nishigauchi and Uchibori (1992) 13 HAEED VP WD F5E
& IP WO EFEDNEDE N [HD | NP ORRMBIROEN L TWwa Z
ExRFHRLTWDD, RRDOZLIIIHDO NP #5IP Wb B2 i fEd:c 0 B
R AR L kTR B,

5 ik

AHTIE. T HAGROINEE LD FH T~ 2 S1/z Theme D 0 FE%
¥§O NP &, S Hiili THIEAHEEIEICHR SN B AE, b HMEEDMRIc e &
FoTWBLIEENDH B LR, TORIE L THFROAROTISL & Frf
BERDBAICDOCTELE L, KIT, SOOI NP 25 [1785] © 0155
FORFOBENH L EREMEL, FO LD R RIRI A I Infl 256 F%H
%42, VP AT PRO OBEHEZ 2 BOGHT R 2FE L /2,

ZOGMOBRIIFRED —2ik. HAZED NP BT ICLED < £2Th)
Bt &k 2 Z L3 2Y Tk . L5 0 BIRAELR L JAIHES A5 PRO @
AAEDSE 3L, PRO DML ST 2 WALEA~RBENT 2 2 & 25Ek NP BT & B
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bRTELLDIME LRV ERR LI ETH otz TOSHTIZHICHARE
DOIAAE LI L EE LT, A MENOBFEE A ONTEHRICHD > T
% o Nishigauchi (1992) (XA AFED () %1 HHEC A MESOBE) AR
boTHBY, FOBENL., 05FFBICHET { subjacency [ FHEM] ICiEo T3
SENFERE LTWA, SHHETCRONABHE L, Eid PRO BEIZOTH 2,

SEYM
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