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Tracing the Memory of Mizuhiki in Modern and Contemporary Japan

YAJIMA, Yoshika

Flexible, easily folded, and even coiled to make thread, paper has long had a role in
supporting and expressing social and cultural values in many parts of the world. In Japan, people
have valued and used handmade paper, known as Washi, in various ways since ancient times. It
figures in many aspects of daily life including religious practices. Whilst many scholars have
discussed two-dimensional paper in the context of Japan, few have looked at paper as a three-
dimensional design object, in particular the paper cord known as Mizuhiki. Mizubiki is a type of
ribbon-shaped knot used in connection with ritual gift giving since ancient times. After a long
period of cultural disinterest, its manufacture and use has been revived in commerce and craft
practice in the twenty first-century. This revaluation has come about through its recognition as a
form of design. This paper will focus on Mizuhiki with an aim of revealing the embedded power of
paper cord Mizubiki, focusing on its changing cultural value. The primary question driving this
paper is: what developments have made it possible for Mizuhiki to act as a cultural representative

of Japan and shifted its cultural status in response to changing society? '

! This abbreviated version paper partially summarises my Master’s dissertation, entitled Mizuhiki: a ritual
paper thread, knotting between commerce and craft in the 21st century, and I would like to especially thank
both Dr. Christine Guth, my Master course supervisor, and Dr. Keisuke Takayasu, my ongoing Doctoral

course supervisor for their invaluable comments and encouragement throughout this whole process.
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