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The Yuzen Kyokai Association’s ‘Date-moyo’ Design Contest in Context-Trend

Setting in Late Meiji Era Kyoto

KAMO, Mizuho

The Yuzen Kyokai was an association of Yuzen dyeing businesses that invited zuan or design
submissions between 1892 and 1911. Individuals applied by drawing ideas based on a given
theme, and outstanding zuan were awarded prizes or prize money.

In the Meiji 20s (1887-1896), the importance of zuan became widely recognised. Following
Takashimaya and similar stores, the Yuzen Kyokai association inaugurated a competition to seek
zuan at an early stage. A good example was the zuan contest held in 1905, themed ‘Date-moyo
designs for autumn’, for which the majority of applications incorporated large motifs that had
been popular in the early- to mid-Edo Period. Not coincidentally, Mitsukoshi simultaneously
started selling ‘Genroku-moyo’ designs reminiscent of the same period and particularly
fashionable that year.

Previous research has shown how Mitsukoshi made ‘Genroku-moyo’ designs fashionable;
however, they present Mitsukoshi’s perspective, describing how a department store became a trend
setter for the first time, in a watershed moment for department store management. Alternatively,
this study focuses on the production of dyed and woven fabrics in Kyoto and discusses the city’s
role at the heart of a zuan creating region. Further, it clarifies how zuan were produced in Kyoto

through submissions to competitions initiated by the Yuzen Kyokai association.
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