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Examining the Association of Father-Mother and Parent-Child Relationships
in Adolescence

Norimasa ITAKURA (Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Tohoku
University, Graduate school of education)
Keizo HASEGAWA (Tohoku University, Graduate school of education)

The purpose of this study was to examine the association of three dyadic family relationships (marital,
father-adolescent, and mother-adolescent) in terms of the spillover and compensatory hypotheses. We measured
dyadic cohesion and adolescence’s parental image as the index of family relationship. The research participants were
45 men and 91 women undergraduate and graduate students.

Results showed that marital cohesion and father-adolescent cohesion were positively correlated at significant
level. However no significant correlation was found between marital cohesion and mother-adolescent cohesion. Also,
no significant difference in mother-adolescent cohesion was found among the different marital cohesion groups.
Moreover, both adolescent and mother in the low marital cohesion group assessed paternal image and mother’s
paternal images more negatively than those in the high marital cohesion group.

The findings of this study implied that spillover hypothesis can be applicable for father-adolescent, while,
compensatory hypothesis can be applicable for marital, mother-adolescent.

Keywords: Spillover hypothesis, Compensatory hypothesis, family relationship.



