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Universities’ involvement with local communities from studies on concerned
populations:
A case in Nomura-Cho in Seiyo City

Akira KAwABATA, Isao SaTo and Ryohei MiyAMAE

This study focuses on how community-based reconstruction can be achieved in the process
of recovery from disasters and community redesign against depopulation. In particular, we
examine how a university can get involved in local community. The university should conduct
long-term research that no other actor can do on the relationships between local residents and
other stakeholders, any changes in their relationships, and the factors that cause them to change,
to examine their impact on reconstruction and community design. In this paper, we describe our
activities and provide a concrete example of how the relationship between the university and
local community has deepened over time. The research site is Nomura-Cho in Seiyo City, Ehime
Prefecture, which was severely damaged by floods triggered by torrential rain in western Japan
in July 2018. Most of our research group are faculty members of the Graduate School of Human
Sciences, and our research group became involved in community design following the disaster.
A year and a half later, this initiative has evolved into a partnership among the Graduate School
of Human Sciences, the local Nomura District Autonomous Promotion Council, and the Faculty
of Collaborative Regional Innovation at Ehime University, a collaboration which continues in
September 2020 despite the COVID-19 pandemic. This partnership can be considered a successful
example of cooperation between the local community and faculty members of multiple universities
over a relatively long time period. There are various reasons for this successful collaboration
on community design, but this paper considers it from the perspective of Concerned Population
Theory. It is said that only residents of the region take the initiative in community design, which
is incorrect. Even urban residents have the potential to become a key stakeholder in community
design by maintaining a relationship with the local community. Moreover, the relationship between
an outside person living in a city and a person living in the local area is not exchangeable, just as
money is exchangeable. It is not an anonymous relationship, but a face-to-face and individualized
relationship. This paper discusses the background and realization of such a relationship based on
the research results.



