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Metadiscourse in the Chapters on Previous Research
of Academic Papers in Humanities

KOMORI Mari

The treatment of previous research in academic writing is important. However,
it is difficult for even advanced Japanese learners to do so appropriately. The
following are a few examples of learners’ difficulties: (1) only enumerating
previous studies; (2) no evaluation of previous studies by writers; (3)
unmatching the description of previous research and the actual research content;
and (4) no expressions of the relationship between the previous research and the
research purpose. These problems may arise because learners do not understand
how the write-up of previous research contributes to the whole paper, or even if
they understand its importance, they cannot effectively accomplish the task in
Japanese.

Therefore, to enhance academic writing education for Japanese learners,
this study investigated the role and usage expressions of chapters on previous
research by native Japanese speakers from the viewpoint of metadiscourse.

The results suggested that the role of chapters on previous research is to share
the prerequisite knowledge with readers and encourage them to read papers
actively. Further, regarding the expression, the result suggested that interactive
metadiscourse supports the coherence of the papers and that interactional
metadiscourse makes the writers’ interpretation and evaluation more acceptable
to the readers.

Keywords: Academic Papers in Humanities, Chapters on Previous Research,
Metadiscourse, Coherence, Consideration for Reader





