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Rereading Akutagawa Ryunosuke's Kiseru:
A Monetary Policy Perspective

MIZUNO Akiko

Many of the early works by Ryunosuke Akutagawa have been praised for
his skillful depiction of human psychology. However, the writer may have
implied his political opinions in some of these novels. With this in mind, this
article will reread one of his novels, Kiseru (The Pipe). In the story, Akutagawa
depicts three public officials protecting the Kaga domain’s finances by making
a brass smoking pipe as a substitute for a gold one, which was a symbol of
Kaga Hyakumangoku. The purpose of such a depiction was perhaps to criticize
the monetary policy adopted by Japanese bureaucrats who maintained the gold
standard, contrary to the global trends during World War 1. In this article, the
author concludes that Kiseru is a novel that expresses the writer’s worries over
Japanese society.





