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SUMMARY

Some Aspects of Navigational Faith in the Early Modern East Asian
Maritime Region:
Focusing on the Rituals of Sea-gods Performed by the Korean Envoys to
Japan and the Chinese Envoys to the Ryukyu Kingdom

Shinji YAMAUCHI

In recent years, the historical research of maritime region is
progressing splendidly. However, on the other hand, many unsolved
problems on this research field are left behind. The problem of
“navigational faith” discussed in this paper is also one of such the left-
behind important themes.

The history of maritime region is not consisted without the voyage by
humans. However, the voyage was often exposed to natural violence, or
received disturbance by humans. Consequently, as one means for coping with
various troubles in such a voyage, navigators prayed for their safety voyage to
supernatural beings, such as God and the Buddha, and developed the voyage
by considering the thought of being protected by the power as a support.

Then, in the historical research of maritime region, the problem of
the faith for their safety voyage should be set within the range of research
as a problem of the mentality of the navigators actually carrying goods,
people and information. And a possibility that a new connection of
maritime history is visible from the research is high.

So, as a part of such navigational faith research, this paper considered
the rituals of sea-gods performed by the Korean envoys to Japan and the
Chinese envoys to the Ryukyu Kingdom from the 16th to the 19th centuries.
And as a result, the author pointed out the importance of the rituals of sea-
gods from the China origin in the elements of navigational faith of the early
modern East Asian maritime region, and suggested that those rituals were
formed in the competition between imperial rituals and local ones.
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