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A trial of group work in online classes: Information Science for second-year
students of the School of Pharmaceutical Sciences

HATABU Asuka ™', UEDA Mikiko ™’
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WRETET AT L otz ZITEESPEFMNIRFIREIM2EAE T WRE LIZE [HHREFF] 12
BWCERMLA T4 Y TNV —TT—7 O MAFH & SHOBEIIONWTHE TS, FVv—T7—
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HEIZOWTT A Ay varg b Lz 1H9050FHE20 %25 T, 1RBEZVv—7"7—72, 2
Hid#adme Lz, RIRKSARETE Y A5 4 (Collaboration and Learning Environment: CLE) @
7V — 7HERE, Blackboard Collaborate Ultra, B & OZoom ZFIH L 7. HEH2% T4 —F 27 -7
VAY VNIRRTV —=T T = DT 7Y T8 =% BDl. TN—=TT—=7 T, ZLDTNV—=T)
HELAERF vy MEBZAH LTV 7, —HOZ7V—TTIZCLED 7 7 1 V#EMEREZFH L
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e N—THERR A S v TREIZOWTHREPLEE F 2 b,

FoT—FEEHE, AT ERHE

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, classes at Osaka University were mainly administered online
during the spring and summer terms of 2020. In this paper, we report on examples of online group
work in the Information Science classes for second-year students of the School of Pharmaceutical
Sciences as well as future issues, with the theme of such work is “to list the advantages and
disadvantages of fictitious policies and to conclude opinions for or against the introduction of these
policies.” We prepared three fictitious policies. The 90 participants were divided into 15 groups (one
group of six people), and each group discussed one fictitious policy. The two 90-minute lessons were
dedicated to group work and presentation and discussion, respectively. We used a Collaboration
and Learning Environment (CLE), Blackboard Collaborate Ultra (BCU), and Zoom, and two faculty
members and seven teaching assistants acted as facilitators. In the group work, many groups used
screen sharing and chatted in the BCU, and some relied on the file exchange of the CLE. We decided
to balance the number of group members and groups based on the experience in face-to-face classes;
however, it might be necessary to consider group composition and staffing of instructors and teaching
assistants suitable for online classes.
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