|

) <

The University of Osaka
Institutional Knowledge Archive

Title Ry T v —THEICNRIT B I Ry —ERIFTOE A
(I1)

Author(s) |, #t

Citation | KIRAEFEKXRZFEwE. 1990, 3, p. 103-127

Version Type|VoR

URL https://hdl. handle.net/11094/79497

rights

Note

The University of Osaka Institutional Knowledge Archive : OUKA

https://ir. library. osaka-u. ac. jp/

The University of Osaka



BRAEE 35 (19904F)

RV % = THECRG D IRy —FRIFoRL (1)

/N DI =

The Anjuman—-e Panjab and Its Efforts to Reform Urdu Poetry (II)

Takamitsu MATSUMURA

Muhammad Husain Azad, one of the important fiqures of Urdu literature, was
born and educated in Delhi. His father, Muhammad Baqir, was a famous pioneer
of Urdu journalism.

Like other in people in Dilhi , Azad suffered seriously from the “Indian Mutiny”
in 1857. His father was arrested and sentenced to death, probably on the charge of
treason. Azad fled from the destroyved capital and finally settled in Lahore after
several years’ flight.

In Lahore, Azad entered the service of the Education Department, Panjab and
then, became a member of the Anjuman-e Panjab, in which he made speeches
proposing changes in social, economic and other crucial problems of the Panjab.
His speeches were applauded by audiences and British officials, and he began to
be considered as a leading social reformist and preacher of the Enlightenment in
the Panjab.

Azad s new vision on Urdu poetry was formed in the late 1860s and fully
manifested on 19 April, 1874 when he made the famous speech advocating a new
kind of Urdu poetry.

In this sppeech, Azad declared that the age of Persian had been replaced by the
age of English, and he eagerly emphasized the necessity of studying English
literature to renew Urdu poetry. But it would be misleading to say that Azad was
a simple-minded Anglicist.

This is the second chapter of our study on the new movement in Urdu poetry led
by Azad.

The contents are as follows:
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Chapter 2 Muhammad Husain Azad
(1) Life and works of Azad
(2) Azad and the Anjuman-e Panjab
(3) Azad’s vision on literature
1) Before 1874
2) Azad’ s speech of 19 April, 1874
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We respectfully submit that by the terms ‘education through the vernacular’ we do not mean the
revival of Asiatic learning and science as subjects of instruction. On the contrary, we seek only
the diffusion of the sciences and arts now prevalent in Europe, since we aim at nothing else than
the universal spread of European enlightenment throughout all India.
The Punjab Government, admitting the necessity of an Oriental University, has essayed to
commence its foundation. The aims and objects of this are excellent, but those of the University
which we solicit for these Provinces are superior. The first has for its scope the revival and culture
of Oriental languages; the latter seeks to be the means of diffusing throughout the country
European learning and civilization;—the attainment of such an object would change the whole

condition of Hindoostan.
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