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M 9E (19934)

HARA F ) AFEBI BT 5 BAVET A E < that DHFEIZ DWW T

R &# F B

On the Variation between That and Zero Connective as Object Clause Links
in Modern British English

Norihiko OHTSU

In order to investigate the distribution of the two connectives with reference to fac-
tors known to affect their choice, a computerized corpus of British English called LOB
has been searched for instances of the object clause governed by four high-frequency
verbs—say, tell, know, think—and an analysis based on a statistical method has been
carried out. It reveals that the factors differ in the amount of influence they exercise, a
fact which no one seems to have taken note of until now. Our investigation also shows
that it is extremely important to pay attention to traits of individual verbs: they not only
react differently to a given factor but have separate patterns of occurrence which, mixed

together, could sometimes lead us to a false generalization.

1. RlEoMNIcE\ T, BEEOBNRE L oA GHEE (BIVEN) %8 B that OFEIC
DT I N E T LEENR USRI TV 5, Jespersen (1927), Poutsma (1929), McDavid (1964)
SLEBIE LIcABR S &g, Fowler (1965) (IRIEREFEE & LTOERE S &K, Winied5
S BEVETC B\ TS that (BUF that) B 5T RMEWIE (BUT zero) VB A Y
B LT 5B, 2B DOBIERIC & - C that/zero DXEDHEFHH HBEH LK SR TELV S0,
ME B CRHETOXE L e s ABIOBENTIbh AT FA O T T LRI BT
D, BETHEAOBE CEBMICRITAEBEE LB T D T S,

DX HROEBOREXWOFELLT, iz v —& 2 -2 (EBRITHRE %
FE LETRn = offfebhh T\ 5B, FDOD &2 Elsness (1984) (LU F E) 1% Brown Corpus % >
BR7 2V # IR B that/zero BIROBERYBELPIZ L LS E LD THY, $50&D
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B F ) A BT 5 HAYEI2E < that OBV T

O Rissanen (1991) (LF R) % Helsinki Corpus DEEFERIOIIZ X - TI500E2 S1TI0EE TD
HLER (A F V) RA)HEFBC BT D that/zero DPEOEBREAOERT CHELCLOTH S,
TRZRDOHRIC L > T hETERLE LR TE LD LT EORMBETCIEZI LD,
that/zero FBROFLVWERERAER SR b &, TORBRIIKELRERIELR S, L L
that/zero OXEOMENZ O oD TR Ehichbld Tlkinyy, HIBERM F ) AEELE
% that/zero DBIfRIL, —JTCIL R b DOERRIO/IA Y LS BERT, 3 5—HTLEDHEN
7oA Y B BEFECHT HEEOLBEOMEM &\ 5 BIRCHEREVERE L L TEN U EA - TL
Bo AR TR DS DOOWBOERR EOBESCH D LT HNEMEL, BARAF Y AEEOR
P2 v . — & 2 —-ATH%5 The Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen Corpus of British English (LOB
Corpus) #IVTHL W HA TR B,

2. SEOFEEOELHINIEAS F Y AEER BT D that/zero OB BET S LA, E,
R EDHEHRABRDLZ L ThHDH, DRI 1) W (B, R) T that/zero DFERYEETHEEZD
RCCHERYFEERCEEOEE L, i) F—2REOLMELTE & LTS & 5 @ s
Flcw CRET 5,

woOOPBLDE THE, RIT L - T that/zero DFERCHFER L2 5 FHBERELTEL LR T
%o

R MO

B AV % B4 5 BhERANETY (finite form) TH % HIEEF (non-finite form) Th % 7,
BB OEEO 21 7

HWEIDNREFCTH 2EE, TOARFD, X, FHVOFEEE—IERITH B E 5 b,
BREOEENEHATHAHE, TORS, BHIXLOBED,

FHOBE & O B OEE L OMCEIREOEALD B 7c\ D,
FHFAPDOAT DY = FLEDEL,

Qe 6 66 0 6

O, OREHOFFHOBHABEC LT5, QR2WTILE 5 LT hnt that/zero OFEIRC
By B % b ONRE B, FELOFBIRAOR TGS, —May BT F RS
BE G, QEDWTIEER OB EH OB oS EHc 5% that iFlrk &
nTnb, @, @, OTREMNSOERE,IEH & BNEOBER ORI B » T B diH
1V PiEiesThd, @QDBE, &, 1) BUCOTHMSMOEELE LTRATT, i)
‘W (light) BRI, ‘E\ (heavy) ERILRI &\ 5 EEO MM KT A E IR
4y (weight distribution) ORAlC—FT5, LV o7BATERORY A9, that WiF
Lisd THEDEZIRT VB, @, OROHLIRE LB TH S, @Tir, EEML]L, 2 A AFH0B
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IR 9B (19934)

BEXONFCHEFOLBELENEER b > T 55, X, RA—IERNTHLEAETEH L ANEORE
YEH (cohesion) WNBEE I 2, FTHFNTOOEOORN DB U SR that )VRE L 7o b, zero
BIFERAFEECIS &5, @TREBPRITERVE EXVERC/ VEIRESC KT S
DT that BRCHLRLEAIET L b b, OLERESESEH OB & B OEE ORI
BEBE, ThDNELLTBTHERT S that L E L7052 ExIET, IR0 BE,

John said this morning that/zero the girl was gone.

John said that/zero this morning the girl was gone.

OB U CIsUE R s that, JERBYIREE zero BFEND &L SR TV 5,

Kic LOB Corpus 7 b D7 — 2 fhiHGMEORECH 5, E, R (L BIENC I\ % Efts that OF
AR > TNDECH ELIE, TFAIDOHT Y %L LD T OMOETH B4« DFFHOTIC
Sl a =S ARES PR TH D, N, TOFEIRLD A, O o0OWRICFARICE <
—FT AR AERT B LR TERG, L L=~/ Ll cE i T, *
NEREEBEEHFOLOEHERETHI L L > THRIERT L Db HBED I AEETH
bo TDHET E, RICKT HEMUREDTERN LD L5,

E Ty Brown Corpus i BHBH150 7T F A+ AT 2 Y —D 5% A (Press: Reportage), G (Belles let-
tres, biography, essays), J (Learned and scientific writings), N (Adventure and western fiction) @ 4 -D
DOAT ) =hBE0FEL V7edTFA P ELRLRICTOHEHL, ThbicflLuvs 7 (X
BER) LT, Ai647F AL, 128,00088% 2 — <AL LTHVTWS, 7~ & ORI
Tohica — SARERIRZ 7RO T05HDT, MR ELDTNTOHPHEIZOWT
that/zero EHLIENN D LD bbb T 2 V2 — 2L - TTivbhb, HEEisD
H YA BERRE D BIFA OB A AVRRICIc 2 BFRAI O A TH 5, SHE SN/ HAYES, ‘accept the fact
that...” O X 5 A5 & A/ 5 &FES, “This, he says, is true’ © X 5 PR OEC T o
CREMMPBEBAINTB 7 — A%IIBR <, R T Helsinki Corpus OERHRD 5 bIHLER (1
FYA) EEOBHEESTHIR TS, TFALDOAIT Y — (Fr b ag 7LHTHD) &
Stipulation, Science, Narration, Correspondence & 9D/ F 720, ¥, BEOEEL TS &
5 1500~1570, 1570-1640, 1640-1710 @ 3K DI T %, EHOERL LR LRIT-197758
T, HE551, 0008/ b, 7277 Helsinki Corpus i3 & 723 &R Tig-D T, T<XTHHBY
iR R T 5 IR E R EEA S, £ 0k, BEFELRLTHFO > B say, tell, BELYRLTH
FD 5% know, think #fEEE L, ZhoHREOR 4 OB BRHIZIEL TW%, E &
MU HOE»SHE S hich, BRoficthrE HPABA I T BEUINENTH S,

ETUEDF — 2 i OEHRERC BT, 2— S ADEREMHTNEF — 2 OBEI T O R
AV Eig-Tvb, SThbfTle5RETIE, £05 b2 — S ADFBFR SV OIS EFET
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BARA &) AEFC R A AR < that OFMOWT

LOB Corpus 7' Brown Corpus & £ /I T A TCHREINCLDOTH D%, BEXFHLCHS
EWfd o it L, LvL, LOB Corpus IZiL & Z M\ T 5 S DD zero iInE i b BRIFID
BRLFARETH D, E O L5 ELLBFC»r2bLT, BSTXCRHET5 2 LI1ZTE v,
FLTTF — AFEFEOAETFA PRRHERL, A, G, J oW TIE435, N2 Til29F T Lo
WO TR U fiction DA 5 =Y —TH 5 K (General fiction) 205 6 2z, T XTE&b¥TI407F
A b, 280,0008E% = — AL LTHS Z ik Lic, HIlINEF — 2 oEHcE L i, $B~
EBC L VEREBRETALENRSDL Z LD, TO&L R Ciebiny, say, tell, know, think
O 4 DOBFENZET S BREC OV CHELRTR S C sic Lic, WHEET5BAVENL E, R i
5

M, BRHELLOWETANCOL SR LTEDTHAILAEF538FIT, E O67161& R THED
RFID S\ 1570-1640040681 & DIZEFHEOR TH B, 20X L LTEKBY¥BRELSEORE
%, LOB Corpus o\ CTHEBHFENTET5 S YE that/zero DR 4 DORD T+
ArATIY TR0 L LTERBEHBT LIeBEREY R > TO 2 REBAL TR &V,

3.

3.1, E1RSENEGED 3 — AL KTS that/zero ODHEBEEYHFANCEDLLALLOTHS,
Z O TR T that/zero OBIRC S Y 52 2 ERO S b, O (@FREEOZE) DX Fle
TNk Lic ECOF — 2 58 /c b, ZDOFEYRARVBENRA F ) AEEOMEENL, zero
DI think THIEHL 83%), WHHEVLDIL tell T (37%), say, know \LITEEH T2

(52, 43%) w5z kicics,

SEACHEIHAEE A W5 L Lic R TR U O F — 2 AT B D THARTHRS &, zero DL
BT 15004 ARSIk 0 TV ¥, Helsinki Corpus DD 1640-1710T3 think (86%), say (77
%), know (63%), tell (53%) &, HEDIEFIZ OFWELFE Uil » T B OHREBRE, Ll
FEEHTRE &, %3 HEEOF- think BIAHE, R 0B CTFhoOBRECL20%8H L b &V
%R LTC\5, R Th LOB Corpus OB/ LFAEIC X - T say KB L zero 36% DER L BT,
Z DX 5 7s zero DHEDOEEL, O k22t LOB Corpus & Helsinki Corpus #5355+ A b

%1 BHRAGND that/zero DHH

[

that zero (FER%) e

=01

say 117 126 (52) 243
tell 48 28 (3N 76
know 55 41 (43) 96
think 21 102 (83) 123
& B 241 297 (55) 538
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OEFHDOE, B iiE wmEl, B3RS EAFHE V- BN E Ly T 2) —% &
IR ERBDELTD, LinLsi UL R PEADEEE =2~ A0RETHS London-
Lund Corpus BN L Z AL L B &, say @ zero #348% & %1% b Helsinki Corpus OfEH
HRELTESTWD, £5T5&4EDOHARPEL LOB Corpus & Helsinki Corpus #5515
FTERANAT IV —DBENCLD EVD L0, DULABMRS FY AEFE R TrhE TOES
BRI ASHER L, that 2085 BESEL RO RETHS 5, TOEEKDVLTL R A
ISHHHZICHE & - FeBERE D REUL~ DB S H DR R R LT 54, Thib & T OB
WSO CHETHLEOSLHETH 5,

3.2, REHEFRANERIIEEMCINIHELED L5 BB ArRTHB, FEEHE LTR
ER, O, BAREOZONELbRAN, I THAETCRLFEEN NS L LEEbRL to R
SEFADB LI SR, 4 0OBFEORGAE LT £ L Thi, BRIE2D0ER Y THD,
S LTHLL to REFRD &L ¥ that R CABEEOFLRE OB, L R5E say,
tell, know Tid7z Lt oA H 5 S DD, think TE UEATED b/, think (135 1
TRz & 5 wIEE zero RIFLME D H HHETH %55, to TIERAD that X FUHEAN T CThh,
OB F OERTERD X 5 TH D, L - CESHOBENIEEWDBE OBEI—ET that
REL SO LIHETET, BRBLRERDVIBZLETRETHS S,

COBEL R TIR—ENTHEAT IR TV S, HO1640-17100F — 2% B 5 & - OFE
EFE ULk b think DARAMEL that OFELRR LT3, HEE 5 X 5 11500-15701 34 Tk
JEETR D think H3E L that DERILE A, T OMRILEIC that DHEIBOBER L 1 EL,
think $IEEWOHEELZTTLThoTeb D L Bbhs, MICE X, think A5 zero &SI H
LI BRHE ST, IEERH LM RETEEINPELtofcb i it s, THITERD
HENCRTh ThEERD B ERBLTWAL D EBbhb, that w{E T BEIR - 2hg
Tt

%2 BESAY YRS SIHROWAIC X B that/zero DHHR

to ARRER to e LIS
that zero (HE# %) that zero (HER%)
say 15 3 {17 102 123 (55)
tell 4 00 44 28 (39)
know 4 1 20) 51 40 (44)
think 1 4 (80) 20 98 (83)
& 24 8 (25) 217 289 (57)
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B F Y ABECRIT A BT that DFRICOWT

It would be presumptuous to say that observers were left a great deal wiser as to his ability.
(A3212)

It calms the feelings of many in East Germany to know that their symbol of freedom is here, close
by. (A21 155)

He was very proud to think that he had conceived the original idea of a League of Nations.

(G13 2)

3.3 XTSEREMAOEED XA 7 X 5E BB, ThE TOWRHEGEEIREHT
HEFE L L OMOBECHT TRERLEI LT LD, FEFICL > CEXD B, WTFhod)
AR WL EEIREFTH B0 zero DILEMNT-31%E L, Tt zero OFHRCHHZ &
HE-ZDELLTODHEELD, FILFESREFTY think LISHCLL zero DHE LT E
EL feb oD, that/zero DBIRCERDERIELRE > TWBENLTH b,

BT AV HEELOHE T, ERIETFEAMIT T — A, N OFEELAHTWIRVA,
FEh Gl zero HEX, EFES/REFHOBETN, LOMDOBHEL0K &EIEINEECE
Ve CHAULERFIIFEEEC SV CHRE LT R D1640-1710TERFHNE0%, 49% TH b, HFED
I, BRrHbT ARSI 5 REFOEEL zero OHBEMIT ABERTHHEEL L 5,

3.3.1 LoER EHRERE, REFAOES, BIWHS5LIh50, E BohicBELTZ
DOORMER T > TwD, O &0k, HWEONREFOE E  zero OFE L s B By, it
DAFREETRPBLEBLLOT (D), 50 &2, BHOEENLHAOEE, TOES,
BEIM that/zero DR E X 5T H0%EIDBHLOTHE (EFEO®),

MFEBTs E oY, BNEORGEOTENL, 2 AHOEBTHI ATRORBLIY, X,
FRBEHOERE L FA—EFRNREETEE S TROEEI D zero OFENPEVELS LD THD,
OB LA CLREE SO iR S 4 TH BN, COETIHFZ T F A b H 5 =) —N+K
EBEWTL, 2ABOTHRIARLDE zero OHEELREL - TW5EE 250, RA—ERE

#£3 HMHOFFEOMBIC X% that/zero DIYH

f 4% & £ 4 5 B4
that zero (FE3R%) that zero (ME5R%)
say 44 72 (62) 73 54 (43)
tell 28 21 (43) 20 7 (26)
know 28 33 (54) 27 8 (23)
think 9 72 (89) 12 30 (7D
& & 109 198 (64) 132 99 (43)

46



MR 95 (19934F)

#4 BHHOFE (REF) DAFRLIBERIC LB that/zero DO

R3]
1, 2 A% 3 AR = 1
that zero (}bRY) thar zero (Jb¥¥%) that zero (JLR%)

[E—f&7R 2 6 (75) 11 43 (80) 13 49 (79)
JER—HET 0 1(100) 4 21 (84) 4 22 (85)

& & 2 7(78) 15 64 @8l 17 71 @1
I—‘i F—fEx 2 19 (90) 6 13 (68) 8 32 80
K ER—$ER 1 20 (95) 5 29 (85) 6 49 (89)
& & 3 39 (93) 11 42(79) 14 81(8)

DWTILTEERRERAB O high o fo, IRERTNERO, FCEEATRANOBMESHE T
IRy, BIENC X > TE 0 BB O EFEDO ATROZERPLEMOEE L O —HRECRE Y B H 5
ETHB, FIZIESEOFEX RAR Y, say (LHMEOETED 3 AFFCTEHOEE L A—IERN
THBBEDE L, know X Thh 3 AR TEMOEE LIER—IERUTHHBENE L, LT5
EERAD XS IBEOT — 2L 2D L 3 Is BWFRABOR O B LIE SR WA B 0, T
NTOBFHCPFC S UL E 2 LR L8, ERBVWTHAMAOSE s 2Ty e
DL EUHEOHFILREI N TE Y, SHMEOERC OVLCTOBRILTLIBEDTHS Lk
ES RN

BREOEB L nTHAAGOR S, EXMTLRETE, TOMMERMN15E, 25, LT
3FELLEDBE ST T that/zero DHREHILT 5 L WO HENRELRT VB, Thic &b LG
KT B zero DIEEIMEL LB E WS DMN E DFREETHS, Zhiextind »Hay AP
L7\, BREAYESIWRLLY, ARAROS T F AT IV - ARERTHE, 38U ER
BULTHENT zero DA - TB L OO0, E LiTEGERI 2 5700 zero O H3RABEHE
BB - &kind, FRBEA L, 2EOBEORRIIERLTHD, BWFHOFEOES, ES
2% that/zero DHRICEER 52 52 LR TERLELTE, AELDERARLRL DL

%5 HMEOXE (&FE) OWREEEEIC X5 that/zero D4R

Y 2R
A N-+K
that zero (%) that zero (FEEE%)
18 7 12 (63) 4 0(C0)
2 13 24 (65) 4 6 (60)
3ELE 29 20 (41) 5 5 (50)
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BAA F U AR RT 5 BE YA that OFRTOWT

#6 BEECEAOEFE XS that/zero DFE

BAEL BABDY
that zero (JE%) that zero (LX)
say 74 121 (62) 43 5(10)
tell 34 28 (45) 14 00
know 26 39 (60) 29 2(6)
think 14 101 (88) 7 1(13)
& &t 148 289 (66) 93 8 (8

TIHHEEILTE . BELET CEEORR, BEXRPAS ETH5ELMET, LhERERT—2%
HELBEILESETENRUHETHA 5,

3.4, HWEHOFFECELAERICOUTRL, ROBERCE S, 6 XEHoBHELE HAVE O
FEOCHRKEFRSGEbIABED that/zero DHMEABFRBRRLELLOTHD, HILEAS
NBHEFEHIROFIO L5 wEHCET2HELHIUE, BHCBET HE6V A5, X, 8,
DR % M Ta,

He says, in effect, that he demurs first because it is not in accord with the Sacred Scriptures.
(J02 68)

Our rules say that if an official resigns he is not allowed to run again for three years. (A06 39)
You know damned well I can’t forbid either the Marlows or Ben Roan from fighting one another.

(N14 67)

o b EDOFFEIC OV CHEIFEEOBAL D D74 zero OHFBHMET L S—BERC L5,
FREARDLZHE L VB CREEORECIERCAEEND D, < OES think T -
THEZTHBE, think FhEFTCRSRTELL ST that OB FEY 52 2ERCHE B
DENTE zero DUREPEOBFETH S, & AVEFRBEOBANDBBE, F6IRT LS
8B T HIE TH that HRTWBDTHS, THIZEIFECEBAMMS, “hETHRE LT
ETBERD e hT that/zero DFIRCE IR EREENLEOLOTHH T ERLTVA LIS E
bh b,

E, R & L EIFEHOREAN that/zero OFRCEEL RIF T L2 BHL 5, LrL, 4E
DFECTHEFEOBA, B HHED zero DEIENEFHI0IBIF8H (8%) THAHOIKHL, E
TATHIFLLE] (23%), R ©1640-1710T28BIR126] (43%) &£\5 2 & T, SEOREERC K
WT—FH B, FAEOFTENELSEHIE L T O THEYBEMIC T2 2 L1 CEnung,
B R LEEIOREOHMBEOB X IAE L, 3.1 TER LISHIRLIED thar SEInfER & DORIEM
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Exbhb,

3.5, BB TFAIAT T —LXD that/zero DHHHRTHRIS (ET), EBFAOKES
FioRIchF 2 Y D zero DT L T A % & G (Belles lettres, etc) 43%, J (Learned and scien-
tific writings) 45%, A (Press: reportage) 56%, N-+K (Fiction) 63% CH 5, zero DIEEL X h 1
B EEL, BRELRABEBL D05 ZhETrd LIELIEEBIR TS 6A
M THEEINICETLDILEAL S, ERFANCRE CHERTOEAMCRE > TVB L5 Thb,
HIETEATZY —%FOE LHELTADE, ANDATIY = DTIRET EXERL
RRAETWB0ER, BRAMNLEENhE G & JEDVWTL ERT 5 zero DHTILThFi14.6
%, 1.3%EKRBCTEIAEMERXRL TS, SHITFRFBHOEL S XX, ZOREETILEE
HO 4 SOFECR - CTHAYED THDORM L, E TRTD L 5 nflifErin v, 57— 2%
B LBRAOHEES AT ) — L > TRELS RISHBELVHDONRERRETH D, Az, E
ICRWT zero DA L ELV T TiL, show, assume, expect, indicate N HBEO S\ FIFH T,
IR BT that - THBbR T\ 5%, FEWTES T zero BHTH B EELNBEDRLLOTUDE
BERB LI DO THD, THICH L, SEOTBE TR T KB W TRETL28%DHE (say) 7R
LTED, 22 THR-1 X5 BB 2B Tl 2 2009 B E WL zero B 8bh
LRSI LTH D ERBLNC IR EE L L D,

4, SEOTEETIE, 2RET, that OBRRCEE»E2 5 L3N 7T20E RO B, @EHY
HOFEIREFATHHHEDOAW, BROBHENFTERTh - cLishg, EEOEE, BT
SHOENRDHHLOO, WThOBRLE UFACE S & EPHER IR, TOFBTHL 200
Bif, BE IR, rTLEERLOOD L2, WinkAERETRE T HHE+ OBE
KEHTAHZLORENTHD, BRAK L > THHERDS L CETAEECENRDLOIL LA
ADZE, TRENROBFEOEYEE L TF — 2 2 0ET5 L, REML—BEINCKE5 Gk
BHHOTHD (3.4, 3.58), 50V & ORMAIC LD that/zero OIECEIT HH LVEBNL,
BERMCEENOENSHZ LB LA TH D, FCEFEOBAL thar % {IEFWHT

ET TRAMDHITZY XD that/zero DiAG

A G J N+K
t z (%) t z (%) t z (%) t z (%)
say 81 100 (55) 14 13 (48) 13 5 (28) 9 8 (47)
tell 15 11 (42) 16 4 (20) 2 1 (33) 15 12 (44)
know 8 6 (43) 17 9 (35) 2 3 (60) 28 23 (45)
think 5 23 (82) 9 17 (65) 1 6 (86) 6 56 (90)
& & 109 140 (56) 56 43 (43) 18 15 (45) 58 99 (63)
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RERTHA Z LEXRBDLRLH, LOBRICI—FOBEFRCFIOFEL RIT I Db H T,
SEIOFREY, BHEFRO that/zero OXF%, BMOERT (@FEMOZEY gk L)
THRELLLDOTH D, BRAF ) AEBCRT 5 ZOMBOSERIELIC L > el Tl
Vo THLEMFRETHTHRALERL T Lz, EROERARFCEH BEORELRETD
ERSBEOBBCIHIES D,

*

) AT CEE GEXLREBE (HMED BuicBarETo LT s,

2) MHEL 4 00BRAT S B E, e OB THLRERDBEOH A zero DHIHE L,

3) Press (#7 =V — A) & Fiction (#7 =V — N, K) 0¥ FHERNSL L, THOHHL BNEHOEEL
DO EIFEOBAL D 556, BIVEIS there THE 2HEEER L,

4) Press (#5 =Y — A) & Fiction (#5 =V~ N,K) OL2FTERNSE L L, BNHOTEI REFADBEE,
FHi L BREOERE & OB EFHEOBAL D 5356, BREID there THRE AHELHL,

5) think ©ARIZEHAME L LTE 6 T OBFEY OB & HNTH5 & oA O BIFR oA D
BABBKEL IO TH D (1236 8 Fl), think 123 1 TR X 51 zero DHEARLEVEIEFETH
50, FO—FIT s B Liticu,

6) R O Table 18.4 Tk tell OBEXBEHPB I BAER L LTHATV50TI I CRER LA LI,
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