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Health and Plant Utilization in Vietnam:
—Between Food and Medicine—

SUMIMURA Yoshinori

This is an essay on health and plant utilization in Vietnam. It tries to take an
interdisciplinary approach to its subject, weaving together history, ethnography, and
survey materials to examine the epistemological and practical ways in which people of
the Red River Delta make sense of their medicine and food.

Firstly, making a brief survey of some dichotomies in the plural medical system in
Vietnam such as public/folk, scientific/naturalistic, Western/Eastern, Northern medicine/
Southern medicine, hot/cool, this essay shows that Vietnamese traditional knowledge on
the medical plants occurred from indigenous experience up to the middle of the 20th
century.

Secondly, it considers on plants in the home garden of Vietnamese peasants. After
the Doi Moi policy started in 1980s, traditional knowledge and practices have persisted
but are now expressed through and alongside global medical knowledge. Western
medicine has been eagerly adopted and incorporated into everyday life in Vietnam, but
not entirely on its own terms. For Vietnamese peasants, home garden has been the
most familiar place to accumulate practical knowledge on plants. But in the official
discourse, the Vietnamese hot and cold theory on plants is separated by scientific
knowledge on Southern medicine (indigenous medical herbs). As a result, plants in home
garden are classified merely in the category of food.

Lastly, this essay raises some questions on the Vietnamese practical knowledge of

plants utilization in a holistic perspective.
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oW, BEEUAOFTHOBIZE, I IBE ERABZEOERTREICEELTEL,
ZOREWHLZEE LT, HIEWSE, David Craig D—HEDOBEAS TSNS, Thbd
DOWFEZVTNG, HREEIT-oCTBY, ZoFRE L LICEIHEOFTEDL S &
b Fe L Tnbahen) R FEEL TS,

FREONEO—BL, TNoORTHFELFEME LHBOBNTTo 74—V FT—2
DFERIZE DT E, FEHOEEIIHTo T, Craig DWFE L OLBITHEO2DIT,
[ U Thai Binh BOBEM 2 EALZ, T L, AFOFEE, BEEILEEFEFRVED
FERELMNELL, TNOZODEEAFELRY G BN OREEROMPYREIIONT,
RELGMEToHTHHEVE D,

722U, ARTERTHHER, Boroflrodb TTFHAENLEREROD
DTHBE? FMTEAEREREESEL D0, SHOMELFEE ST T LTRESR
NRFAZBTS [BE] W TORRYEEEAZ L2 E—DHENE TS, LT, [
Bl RO CHRBROENLOANTHEELMBIL 2 LT, WPABOERAEZIWT 5
TEIEoT, BEEOHLEVI MEIZOVWTERET S,

1. ZAHERERIGER

9, R FAOERIOVTIHET A LICLv. EREAFBOICLAIERY 2T
ADGEFIZE L, ERE—KRIC, EHENETRICI-T [AHEREIATA] & [R
B (RE) EEVATLICHT6N, E618, EARE 2D MEMARICHE > T Scientific
Medical System (BLF, SMS), Naturalistic Medical System (F &I EGHEZED
SEEARNIZ EAEIE, LT, NMS.), Personalistic Medical System (8B %Ry, 3k
AHE, 25 VEABOERD EHEOTEIEE, DT, PMS) KHHETETHE .

SMS 2 BT 5 scientific L VWIEIAEBRT L2000 L v Z oW TEEROE
WAHHH, ZhERICHELROBFEEERT LH40I1E, 77 VAL ARG
DORMFADEFEY AT 2L, EBOTRTCOGEEMAETHERY AFLATHLE
W2 b NPT AZBWT, BERZETERETERZATALE, SMSIZETAb DL
LCtay y (TR : WEEEZOEE) —thude tay (P93  mAALEARKIE), NMSICET
5L0E LT, dongy (RE : HEEZSEOEH) - thudc Bic (JL3E : #538), thude
Nam (B8 : X+ F204&%E)], PMSIZBTS2b0E LT, thiy cing (Fi¥5H), ba
cbt (BT, NMS & PMS OWHIZET A b 0L LT, ILEVHERED ong lang (HE)
LERBDITOLND,

W, DWEREL AT LERBERY AT LADOHEICOVTRNME, 203 BRI F4
DERWERY X7 A2, BELREOWAPFLEL TS EIEE D 5. ¥ AT AN
TRRICEEPEMNTH 525, RELOREFHETIE, REORBL—EDHEDOEIED
FRPEBFITONTVE R LY, EBREFPILTROFLEL 2> T 5,

=7, REEESATAIBWTIE, MOEET7 Y7 HhikER, NMS & PMS 02
DYAT AP WIET D, 205 B, BETIENMS OFFHEMIZEDLND LY FiERTE
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%,NMS#@E&&%%%tLTw%ﬁkééo

FELE, NPFARKIE EHEIZDW Ty hoc hién dai GEES) & v hoc ¢b
truyén (EHIESE) LW BEEEDH S, R FLADERESE, N FAEFEOTET
CEANZAE GETTET 2 85 68T 10 i) Dk, hEEZEOBVEES 2T
TR LERCOFRD RV, B2 RERFOBEBKTIERL, XM F20HRESE
RPREFICEHLETHBIZEIY BTN 0L 3N, BENEHRES L HE K
LT HEZLIEIFER - TV,

—%, EREZE, 75 AOMRMIIZE o TR PFAICH 75 EN7z. 1889 @:
EREFEDOBBEFTEHE SN, 1902 FITITTEREZICIET /2 Ha Noi EIESAR DR
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1945 £ /N A E LI, HS Chi Minh 13, EHEZ L EREZELOREFEELLS
Ll 20720, EGHIEREZCESWIGHRNERIE, BERORERMOARL
BERGER & L TR 2 it 72 B, EREZOFIGEREZOHEG 2 RF AL T
3%, BEL—~ZHE0EEZFEDLRITNIL O EOERSHIN, Z0OFE
21k, PMS 2% THEMZ L] 2 TREER] 2l vol: [RRELOL] D
WCAEINEEREN D —F, NMSIZoWTIZZo [Rigt] # [#4kk] 2805
Z &2X 5T, nén vin héa tién tién, ddm da ban sic din toc (BRI THDOREDOANM:
BN L) ZAELL) ETEELIFDH o772 TLFEEIC, HERCEFOHRT

NP FLOBERIIODVWTOESE

s B
B %
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I VAN
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Elx g LA E LT DS Tit Loi #2F S5N 5B, Duoc liéu hoc va vi thudc Viét Nam
(T8 L X M F 2 DIK]), Nhing cdy thudc va vi thuéc Viét Nam ([ZERFYE < F
LD LEOBELRREELEL, BIEDNR M FAEREFZOHERLENTVIAY
Thbo FEEEARFEO T ERE HE - LEOWH IHEE L7 DS Tt Loi 1d, 1946 4EI1C
WEE (NP2 ANREORE) CABL, Vist Bic 175 0 BERERT THEZH D
Jeg & UCIERE L7z, DO Tat Lol WA HRED O EAEYOMMERINT 5L &I,
EORY) OMYEFRPOMRBEZELAOHEL, e LBREFIHLIALIL>THE
GEREPRBELEEENS, LT DI Tt Lo DI DX AEEDL T RETIHN
I—bRAEYERRETRICEARINLDDOTHE L) T EEHREL TV T LV,
D 2ODERYEITE, NP AOEFIIEENICERLERESERESE DO
PR RAAZAAR Y ZAF Ao T RTRELH S,

EHEUBEOR M TFADOERY AT LD, AWEHRES AT AIZ, SMS & NMS D
W2 A, EREREEHRERZELSELETET L. 2L T, HENRH
OFT, REESHEDLLTHS - ORBN 2 MZ HRLEROMEFIH T2 T
%<, BHERICBVWTHEREFIATROFELE 72O TH %,

2. BFRLILEE

NPT LAOERERICBOWTHWORLIE LT, BEHEL VD ZOo0EHOE)
Hho TNDL, KM, B, HWLESIIHELMEEGELEETH LD, eI [
EoE| BER TBEFZL0E] L) ERIBFLNTVE, XM A, FEPOH
ST BT (b (RED ISH LT, [HEEHR] SMPERBVWRIENT A 7747
{1 Z2EDI)I ko HMELEELVWI I FIT —OHKIZICH, ZOHEZRSIHE
5272 EEHEEC R, JITIE, BEY (] ORTHEILOERIIOWT, [#
B R EOMBEE VI AEPS D ) —EEXE L TAZV,
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59, LAL, NI FADERBERIZBWT, EROEHIMELHEDINTH S,
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ZD L5 D OIS W BER, NP AOEREZOEROBEICHED 2 HHE
THbo NMFLADEREZOBEEO L TCHRIEBEELTAOAW L LT, (MM
(l4c ?) 7% ¥ %#3FL7/-Tué Tinh (B &, MFELESEOCHE] Q770) 2E%F L7/ Lan
Ong () b, 2D b, B TH o7 Tué Tinh ZRETEBMW 2L, (L3
R LC) EinEEOMKEREEY LIFTwoz% —7%, Lan Ongid, NEF2aA
HEWH o 7 F 2 QBEICE & 255, Tué Tinh DEOEEMELERBL Thoizk
WA, TEOBA L FREIC, BOLFICIAROATETAEE I3 ZFoBEICE
5T D TN AFMOBENBEHRTEEVIEZLHN, NS 2 A0ERHICLAS
b,

EHIL, BEGUHOXRM T ACBIAEREROBRICOEEZRB LA L) ERERLE
Z DR Td o 72 H6 Chi Minh & OEHER 2D D1, Viét Bic #75 Tay Trao #X
THOZ &, milien an &\ ) ZOHW % o OB FIEH R HEFE L LTEES LT
Bo 1945 sED AN H Hify® BANICIE A 725 5 H, H6 Chi Minh 3TH bHl) CTHEEEHL,
AR EHATE L dhd oz T T, B TFAREMOEBERICHERELS VA
BRTIboE I, BIROREBICRY 72 Tay EPOMEOBA % ZF 2. ZOBER,
HBIA-THAIHMOMEFML, FREHEVTHEVIEHICEE T, HS Chi Minh AR S
2o TAHE, ROBICIZERE LRESELZ, SOICKEBEENS EHLT W,
HO Chi Minh 13, BICZOMPOREL B LRE L CTHEE LTHEFTLIILE2HTREL
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WKHIOA LI kol vw), ZLT, ZOHWA mi litn an £V I ZOWEYTH S =
LEREEIRYD, RMTAOERMEPYERRIMEST AN L, BB B LA
FEEDOME DS Tat Loi D TH B,

CDOFEIZBVTHEIRE VDL, HO Chi Minh & {EHESE L OBFRY, BITOLHREL
DR TELNTWABETH S, FEEICHDH S H6 Chi Minh @ T3] &, 20 HAEHY:
DN F L DEREED, TTIRREEN TV AEERESY (FEESZPHES) »5T
B, BRELT, 2EHEOHORPLARBL TV LEI(RLTWAE L) IZE DR
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Tué Tinh % Lan Ong OFNCR 6N X 512, B, kFEHEIILILOLELTY
FIY =D E N, LA L, EEICE, COHPBLEICEL, CoWYIEEICR
THEPEVIRIMEFEFIDNENTH L, D20 FIT) — 3, FRICETLHE 4
O LML L i, B, AFLES, HHOESE, LT, FEIIEI »E
PO EROREIL L > THEWICEET 524 7TV —-Th b,

T/, 20 HREBEOR N F L, [RERUE] & TRRELOE] &v) ZHE
MAHY, F0HL [HAZXL] 2id, SRS, BiRE, KRl v BEENE
FNBEVIANTFHEEIGEEL. ZLTC, ZOMEOHT, BEEME HIH) mEEC
L, EEOMOB, OB SN EEEGE RERL KREZE) DOL L TANEERED
FIEST O, REOHEREL LTESEL T o720TH b,

ML, A B bR SUEECE, HaRRoFTEESR, BHRICHLTIRE
DEMERBICL > TRENEDL S, EbDTHNNLEEEZ2HOEDOAFITY—TH 5
VAR

3. [HLwd D] & [8wdo|

75 AL ARERMACLIRE, BEICOWTOMEE, SRR EREFELTLY 2
25, AMEFEOBERICER LI T, LaL, mtEABLEEOM Y
B B ARERIYANERIE, Tué Tinh % Lan Ong, Viét Bic BRftod HO Chi Minh % B3 Tit
Loi OBEDE ) THolz L I8, BE, AMICE > COHERFRICHEETHLIOTH
o7z FEEHOBEMICELTHF VIRIZE - TH, HWHBICOWTEREREA, TOME
RERTAHEE, RDFALCHIFEZERME TN ENBEOBARETH HI10E
Wiz,

NP ARHOPFICES TF VR, AfLOELSH T AOD 7EHPEMICERE
LEBEZEELLTVE, FUVROBRIIEHGICHBBEREN SV E SNDH, KHE
HIZOHBHAROPLIME L T 208, BRICHEETS VAC Y AT 24 (vuon © K
FEER, ao: EHZMih, chudng : RE/PMEB) LIPFENLBEAEEIZAFLTH L,

HEEIE, O VACDI bREFEIIOWT, 2006 44F9 BICBHMHAELZFo 7. HEH
i, Thai Binh % Hung Ha & Hong An #£Th %, W& 3 2OREERETIT R\, Bl
%, HRHEYTHE2ED, FRAEDTH2HEEZOMAEICONT, Z2LT, FilT
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5 [HELVWHD] & [#nbo] OoFEIZOWTHERYREZTo 7.

MEMDIZBWTI, ERRENRE L oAREXROHARICEST 2 EEEOE
EEETREDFEHENIEEL 75—V EL, EHIE320EROFIEE 14
TORRAEARCOWTHER L. AR TERLE LTHVIDR, 320D bk
T (% 2000m*) DI & # FHORERER & F ORI R S Nkl 128 2o W T TH 5,
O8O ONT, Eb A rT7r—<r MR HEEOREYE ML) 2
2 TBY, HDIADA VT~V FP~OMERY TIXE SIS EESHHEL, 5102
HEHOMYYE (BE) BBEOPIC o, T2, 128TED L, Lkl &b 95
RN (B, 3, SR, IEEE, BME, tHEEALE) LRBINTEY,
EHIEDH) LoD, A, ¥BH, FLRZFOMAICHBAINLIEWTH -7,
®iZ, BH, EHCHAShS OFEEOH B, BETI CRRCAEEZTIZEDTE
60 DWW ORMAERBR—ETH 5,

COREFREMPYOBELP S RD &, SEOWEIEFCEETHLZI TR,
MORRLELDE NFH-> T HATEAE, 278, IAVE, +28, Y3
R OWMWHBLENZ COPBIHBRETH ALY, /42, &F EHO 60 ML, A
YT A=Y POREFCODWMI PRI TR, 2FVEBHEOTREDD L DD
B0, RRSEEOTEIY QHEEHEYOANEZ TR TEY, BEDOTH
HOH LMD ERHIEREN T LY THE L Wb, ZOERTIE, EZ&CHED
HPIE & A LR,

KIZ, ABICOWCTRTARE, SIEESERE SN, 2095 9MEEEHEFERA,
IBHEPERAOARADOFHTH o720 72720, T 60 HEOHYIZ, EXPREICHEL
7RI ETRBREINTB ), EROMFHEER L DA EEOKRRE Mk
KBTI, EREGEENICEL LCHATRRDDEZEZ LN TVAZ LG H 5,

BRI, (8% BRRICOWTR TR L), T8, 7% ] B (3558 T, hot and cold
theory) &, EYz#H VIO
EHT Y O Y B
T, REDK, RE, A VK
HET IV TRECRLN S,
FOHEONERL, FhzEh
DHIFTEL->TBY, Flz
2, PETIREBBRETHEE
e LT, EWEH-R-T-
B ORI SET Y,
ZHIHL, XM FLAOHE
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AhFLEE rg %1 P& =X # e GiEd) B(ERED H(AARE
dén com SE B Amaranthus viridis L.* Amaranthaceae RFHARE DL ol Ea®
dén SE B Xvlopia vielana Pierre Annonaceae - Xylopia & AV %
rau ma ﬁ§ Centella asiatica (L..) Urban Apiaceae kg VRSB yH
mui tau B Eryngium foetidum L. Apiaceae FARaTg0 arvRnE )F
dinh ling SE B Tieghemopanax fruticosus Vig. Araliaceae BATESD R v B oaxH
cau = Areca catechu L. Arecaceae grnoda Evnovag  vIHE
mach mén &K Ophiopogon japonicus (L.£.) Ker. - Gawl.* Asparagaceae Dw/es S /SR aUR
ngai ciru R driemisia vlgaris L* Asteraceae FoayaEX IEXR o8
nho ndi & Eclipta prostrata (L.) L. Asteraceae ahyJan FhyIaoE F0#
sai dét E ﬁ Wedelia calendulacea Less. Asteraceae HIXY NTTIRE o8
mé“)ng toi B Basella rubra L. Basellaceae VI LT VILLSYRE VILLIYFH
cai canh B Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. Et Cosson Brassicaceae TAIVHSLF TISTE FISFHH
dira @ B Ananas comosus (L.) Merr. Bromeliaceae THFR (R4 F9TN) TR AP vFILE
rau muén B Ipomoea aguatica Forsk. Conovolvuaceae oY (BOHE) YUTALER ENHAH
khoai lang B Ipomoea batatas(L.) Lamk. Conovolvuaceae PYTLE HURAER e R
bi ngd B Cucurbita moschata Duch. ex Poiret Cucurbitaceae =R hRF HRFYB JVUE
mudép B Luffa cylindorica (L.) M. J. Roem. Cucurbitaceae ANFT ~FIE oyUE
mudp dang B Momordica charantia L. Cucurbitaceae =AY ZHDIE DU
h(;‘)ng B Diospyros kaki L.£. Ebenaceae h¥E /% hE/HRE REYES:
nhét = Elaeagnus latifolia L. Elacagnaceae - El VS
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sén ) B Manihot esculenta Crantz Euphobiaceace R WA 1B/ %R bOEAT SR
rau ngét ﬁ Sauropus androgynus (N.) Merr. Euphobiaceace FIAUN FIAUINEB rOS 455
sén day B B Pueraria lobata (Willd.) Ohwi, Fabaceae 5x HXB T A%
hL’mg gl@l ﬁ Ocimum basilicum L. Lamiaceae - Py Ny E ) VE

tia to % ﬁ Perilla frutescens (L.) Britton. Lamiaceae Yy IR SR
tang ky sinh % Loranthus parasiticus (L.) Merr.* Loranthaceae TRy VTR RUE=S!
v6ng vang % Abelmoschus moschatus (L..) Medic. Malvaceae YarhFaobnn7dA ranFA /B bt
xo0an % Melia azedarach (L.) Meliaceae RaZ 3 OB A E
mit ﬁ Artocarpus heterophyllus Lamk. Moraceae INSEY AVYE S edyl -}
sung ﬁ Ficus glomerata Roxb. var. chittagonga King Moraceae o] AFTHRE IIF
dau tém ﬁ Morus acidosa Griff. Moraceae R irlio S5
ru61 ﬁ Streblus asper Lour. Moraceae - Streblus & Ak
chudi tidu g B Musa sapientum L. Musaceae INFF V=L ROEL =
chuéi rl‘mg ;,-'_. ﬁ Musa uranoscopos Lour. Musaceae Eouiah nNa i AL Lo} =]
61 ?ﬂ- ﬁ Psidium guajava L. Myrtaceae HPiR AN u )} ThEER
khé =3 B Averrhoa carambola L. Oxalidaceae gLyl (RE~Tj—Y) TLUTE haNEE
dira dal § Pandanus tonkinensis Mart. Pandanaceae - IRVE AR, A20/%%
gai cua % Argemone mexicana L. Papaveraceae FHIH FHEFURB g

du da b B Carrica papaya L. Papayaceae 1884 IISUY IR SRR
14 16t B Piper lolot C. DC. Piperaceae - alav B alaE
ngd B Zea mays L. Poaceae koEnad FoEOOVE AR
rau rim ﬁ Polygonum odoratum Lour. Polygonaceae - HFE 25%}
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tao ta ﬁ ﬁ Zizyphus mauritiana Lank. Rhamnaceae AREFUHA FUAR S0 AEREH
mo ﬁ Prunus armeniaca 1. Rosaceae oy 4 HH5E SNSE
dao ﬁ Prunus persica (L.) Batsch Rosaceae T YOS5 INSEL
mo tam thé i B Paederia tomentosa L. Rubiaceae — ADYHZSE  THRE
budi bt B Citrus grandis (L.) Osbeck Rutaceac iRy SHhUB SHUE
quét ,,%-‘: ﬁ Citrus japonica Thunb. Rutaceae ILFRIA FhUkE IhUE
chanh B Citrus limonia Osbeck Rutaceae AUPLEY shUE SHUE
quyt #:-H B Citrus reticulata Blanco Rutaceae T HVE SHUE
nhéin jﬁ} ﬁﬁ Euphoria longan (Lour.) Steud. Sapindacceac YarMHy Euphoria 18 LAOSE
vai ,Eﬁlc ﬁ% Litchi sinensis Sonn. Sapindacceae LAY (S4F) LALIR LHOSH
ot @ ﬁ Capsicum frutescens L. Solanaceae FHFROHSL rYHSUB + 2§}

ca chua ,}?"': ﬁ Lycopersicum escrentum Mill. Solanaceae L2k rIME + 25

ca ?}} ﬁ Solanum melongena (L.) Solanaceae +32 + 28 F2E
day qua tron B Corchorus capsularis L.* Tiliaceae W (Sa—F) IFE e
day qué dai ﬁ Corchorus olitorius L. Tiliaceae SYFY (BEOAALR) B D L =)
riéng B Alpinia officinarum Hance Zingiberaceae SAOHATUHANL NFRIYHB LavHE
nghé ;ﬁ ﬁ % Curcuma domestica Valet. Zingiberaceae L b B SarHE
gt‘mg @ '_g % Zingiber officinale Roscoe Zingiberaceae aoh 2aHR PEWY

s bbb, B (F4) o777y ME,

C T

ROEER, LTbEvE B, Buog 18y, ETbmELLE fE), mLng TE &Lk,

- BoEBRE, ff% TR, ¥Rz () &L, MAORERHIHE, FREEOEVAREEICE N,
c FAHDORATFRERTEETH DD,
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EANL L3I DS EESND,

AEBRE [HELVDIOL & [Bndo] K- THETHE, 60HED S b 19 FE
oYY [HELW] (O b6 NS [LTHIELWY), BHEEOHY D [#nw] (955
S [LTHEN]) Lhd, 7L, quit (¥ FU YY) &, 280 [HELw], 2
&N [8n] LEELLLD [HELWw] & (8] OmMFICEEh b, T2, HEW
IZBEFAERLHEY (IFE) &, CboTRWIIAEEINLIOFNEEALT, #MIZ [HE
Lw] [80] I ENE 500 EA LR, B, FER, BRTHHILEHGD 5,

COEROFT, [HELW] MY oOEES 19HEE (8] I ihdbEnz iz
DL BERYEDDDIEH ) Ho FHOFMPLRELZ T ORMEHLHAMETTI L
TERVH, THICHALT, N4 Ty I ¥a—% LB, HAHEED ML
LTHELWHDE] EFoTwAl B ENs, BHELORIIIEB W THEIEN [#
W] REINTHZZEPOG505 L)1, BERR M AORELR EREL OBFE»S
BIRE LT [ELW] doTHs T a#ﬁﬁ{-ﬂ—?éhfm&@f E ARVAT R i

SHEAKOIEE, XNFAD [B/&] HRIIBYTEDRTWA nong & mat W
ISENPSLIPFCHE I ENTE S, HAERE Kmﬁm néng it [#» (BW) ] TH
HZOIF L, matid [Hw] Tk L] Thb, PEOREME Bc-iE-F- -
F) WCRONE L) REEN CUHN) Z0HEFREESNTVWLOTIR %R, mat (F
LW CREEHKKC [EFLPBRV] Ko s EENLMENEEIRTHEY K
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