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On «“Ch‘iu Shuei Hsuan Cheih-tu”
Yoshino Miyao

Summary

“Ch‘iu Shuei Hsitan Ch'ih-tw” (FUkiirRE) is a collection of the ancient Chinese
everyday social letters written in most antiquated style, and may justly be
regarded as one of the best of the kind. It includes those letters by several
so-called wén an hsien shéng (checkers) , officials in charge of archives in
ancient Chinese government offices, and is divided and sub-divided into 4 volumes,
8 classes and 223 chapters. Very signal characteristics of these letters are
their abundant allusions of historical events and ancient customs, and many
rhetorical expressions of exquisite beauty. This, therefore, makes them most
difficult reading, but they are to be profitably studied for reference by the students
of “Chfih-tu” in view of what is said of them: that they were constantly used in
ancient China by expert officials in charge of writing.

The chief authorities from which so many passages in these letters are quoted
amount to as many as more than 200 in number, and if we mention them accord-
ing to their quotation-rate, they are, first “Ching Shu” (#3) , “Chinese classics
such as “Shih Ching,, (8%&) , “Tsuo Chaun” (/) , “Lun Y&~ (8/%E) , “Chuang
Tzu” (IF7-) , “Méng Tzu” (FF) , “Shih Shuo” (#EE) , “Shu Ching” (), “Li
Chi” (4E2) , etc., secondly “Shih Shu” (##) , histories such as “Shih Chi” (&
Ft) , “Hou Han Shu” (##3) , “Han Shu” (BE#) , “Chin Shu” (F#) , “T‘ang
Shu” () , “San Kuo Chih” (ZBE:) , “Chan Kuo Ts'@” (H#E4) , “Nan Shih”
(EFH) , “Sung Shih” (ed) , “Pei Shih” (4L#) , etc. and thirdly “Tu Fu Shih”
CH:B§E%) , “Tao Chien Shih” (MgiEh) , “Li Pe Shih” (FHFH) , “Tu Mu Shih” (4
BrEE) , “Su Tung Pé Shih” (ERHEIETE) , “Trang Shih” (JE7E) , “Ku Shibh” (%) ,
“Ku Yén” (i) , “Kou Pei” (14) , “Tsa wén ({20 , etc.

Now our education system has largely been altered and thes new system em-

braces too many courses of study for the students to devote all their time to the
study of Chinese classics, these letters have become very unfamiliar to the public.

As people in ancient China were not permitted to enter government service in
their native places, they would recieve official appointment in strange parts of

the country. They took up their temporary residences at unfamiliar places and
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led a wandering life like a drift. Consequently their complaints of annoyances
due to uncomfortable circumstances take the great part of the letters, but they

may justly be valued for their exquisite style than for the substance.
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