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Shakespeare’s Method in the Histories

Shakespeare’s plays are the products both of his genius and his time. This is particularly
true of his historical plays whose outstanding characteristic is a strong unifying idea. It
derives from the “Tudor Myth” and centres around kingship and the role it plays in the
welfare of the nation; it reflects the social and political situations peculiér to the Tudor
period when balance of power between the old and the new classes allowed the monarchy
to wield unprecedented power over the whole nation.

On the other hand, the Histories contain some of Shakespeare’s immortal pictures of the
society in which he lived, both in its social and political aspects. His shrewd vision of the
world, which forms an important paft of his genius, was not totally eclipsed by the Tudor
propaganda; he was able to detect, in the historical facts provided by the chronicles, the
forces that had contributed to the making of his own society of nascent ‘capitalism.

As a result, Shakespeare’s historical plays became a curious mixture of the glorification
of the nationalistic sentiments of his age, on the one hand, and the tragic, and sometimes
ironic, presentation of the political and social evils on the other. This short study is an
attempt to describe Shakespeare’s method in the Histories, with special emphasis on its

composite nature as defined above.
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fo o THINCHEEM I N BRI 7 V— b - T o 785, FRETREZIAFICTER L &
— AN BN, =TI W/NFLORICE T ET SN, COADAIFIRITHEE SRR
Ma BT, FaRi—0ON [~V ) —Ailt] ZEZ2M0Z O ERBZDIR, FAnbowW
ZEWRT TBORWN] WiEhoTH B, Y4 7 ALTHBEICEO XS IKDEF & HBE (mur-
@mm>w,r«/U~AWinC@amﬁHKﬁ%?éo%Lf,»?&%@émﬁmm%
EIRY, HELHEDEBEORIChh > TlE LT 23— Lid8D, Sz ~13, 354
BIEERET b B oh, WA DOTICE - THBIC TS ] SNBEDTH B, FUIZHEE
PRI RN, ZTORHMELEALDOE, MAI~OEEMSHBICEINBROA A =X L&,
TR %MD 7o M5 D, WEEIE Nl 5750,

Ay =K ZEEOENThIE, Y4 72 A8 TRERNRETHEEE LTS, B—
%Tﬁ%ﬂﬁyyyﬂ'ﬁwﬁ(Wﬁ@mﬁﬁkmﬂa%w%)%mDKMbn,%:%T@
AR —F - EHBEORMOBIR Y v » 7 - 4 FO T &2 R EREEL LRI
3, BT, ZRHIBOT FY ~ FEISREO LiTRENTH 5, 2N o OWRINLITHOIZ
EAED, BIMRSEGE S T 5, MBHROEFE—BEEELCE 50+ vXDEY 7

27



THHIo BIFE—w®y FOBREELES A FY REOHEH IV~ ¥ ~ OB D 5 e O EER
WoT, Ve YR, BHIHEESWHELZENLTLZORDECE, 5 LTI TIKENIC
BNELTEMND, BAKEDPONTOWREDL L, S TOHS, Y+ YROEHEILL ST,
RHELROIEE D P —AF ey D4 2 —VREFELCEDLN, BERRYET S, —H0 £t
%5 (alienation effect)] EZ B d LALTEW,

T~y ) =K By 2 BORMEMEE, TV F+»~— FEH k0T, —EiREcid
Nd, [~y —Al o AZENTEBEPEANRIEY ~ FI3, CCTREEHLT
Lg 9, MoK (Ouartos) OFMEMNRT LS, [V F+—F=H] 3 (Z8] ©b 5,
BEN, ) Fr— FEDDWOROWMARITIS <, HEAME BRI £ o 3 473 0
ThHdo UF+— F2 [GHEIIC] TR ebiclz, THRABNRIFRICK ST, BEEZ
il s oii. WEHE VS ON, Fig, AL EEMGENE-BbOCETH S, A
MEEET 5, ) F v — FR—P—BEMITEN < FROFEGEMISERERN S 20T, —
JBA & E, B bOMAERHT 2 BRENERENS, Y217 R ETIZZ20DBEL
HINTEWT B0 VF v — FORXDETOEEA LSEHAO LB RFTHE2 C & HsH
HIREO TRV, Y247 2ETE, PIAR [T BO22Y Al KT b~ -0y TRI
Vo NTNZAOED, WHIEMGEILENAEBTHY, ZOURYOLDICTERHLDIFLT,
) F e — FOBIRERICK s TEAREN, BEICH - THE AT T, Y247 2AETRE
CEA RSN IROMBTHCS £33, [VF+— F=] WBOTEERZOR, fBrDxY
TRHELD S, WARBHOMAE RIC L 3, BURMEBEELL WS NEFHBHEOHETH A
5, €T LTEDFMEUL, BOLEKEBBND{TDTHb, BV FVOBETITEA LR
#5102, “I fear, 1 fear ’twill prove a giddy world.” “For emulation who shall now be nearest
/Will touch us all too near, if God prevent not.” 73 X & X xR0 & b4 (TEH L), BETIZ
T 9O — FRUHOFERT Y ¥ _NABFOANS G %/ LI T, “Pitchers have ears.” &1 5
(RIPUED A 2 AT HEN Do RICHBEAMEY F + — FEURE - T3, FIZIE
BB ESTH B, WIRDIEICD L T FT — FIH ORI TE 75 ORI 3, BATA
S THAY F 4 — F (DO TIE Gloucester) & #NAEBET 5, A4 REHOHEEDL, C
OBLICE, KIxo Y FYBCHMAZINTOEZ FY - FOHZ 5 LYy 2AOFMEREN L5,
&, U F p— FAEEH YIRS, “Why, madam, have I offred love for this, /To be so
flouted in this royal presence?/ Who knows not that the gentle Duke is dead?” 7 51 v =%
B Y F v ~ FBRSRPREDOFIC D - TRENTHIDTH B, HF— - ZoHh (First
Folio) @@ Mk (They all start) I, WHEDA A=A LDPCE &AEN, TORZS> %
ELADNTRBICEDOD A4 DRIG%E, HEKENEKDLLTHS,

BT [NF v~ FEH] ORICEPNACEEDNEZE S —DOFEE [V F +— FIH] @
BT, Vad 7 AETEEEEEABOEBICEBY 3ERENOEWEZTRE. Y F+—F
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TS IE Y 7 RME A F o iR O ETH D, COMERIR, 2DV F+ — FBBGARFERICE »
THD EokFirling 4 7OEAY ) ~BIHNC & - TIEMRZ N EBEETO LS DIEENS F 4
J 7~ FOFIPE, BIEBHNDIDTH 1, KEhnhbT, bhbid, LR ESMERD
BRI BNT, Y F e~ FBREEITELEE LI L, ﬁofﬁéifl;*:fl’ﬂfiff%é LEER
NTRESE, ~V ) —DRATHMSICRARICNS T~ v P BEEX LW BLEEFT T,

U F o — Fidtibent s, “Now put it, God, in the physician’s mind/ To help him to his
grave immediately!/ The lining of his coffers shall make coats/ To deck our soldiers for
these Irish wars.” €5 Uiz ) F v+ — Fig, & UHIICH»NI EEZ S NB FERVIORE [V
v FR by 2] Kiibhid, BEEVF »— FOA4 A —VEFBUHRNTND, BV 247 AT
B2 Th, MOEFBCRASNBOROERIEEEL - TOT 3, ZORE, it~y )~
WEIBRY) Y STy s &) ~T7a~JNbeA - YT LA EOMWIUTEEZMT S, VF 4
— FOREIL LT, ZARPHOFEED, Bick- TR IR IITECEINE, —F=

T RHEESL SR TEL &

VA REIRRD, RY Y77y 7 BIEOCEHMEREZEVEINEDTH D, R v I Ty
7 BEACE - 2, RS TORDLNETD T, VF» - FOREERMS, I oWRg
s, ROBHELTEMENRS I DEBNTONADTH S, Er LiE2goERi,
MR EBEET BIDITIT - KERTH - o0

UL LEIOBRET, VF o~ FREEZI TS, TOZEILEHT, ¥ =427 2ETREHOH
TR ARERAERIZOTHD, [V F+— FIM] OB TV F+— FEI] o2hERLL,
MENBIED A H = X LBEARBBITE 5 7ce KBBOBKET, ) F+— FREKREBWEFED I
W, Thoedtic, MBI RITER XS 1B, FhEiHENS AEICE Y 2 Btz a7
5, HERADOEERETH S, bhvbnBE2oRkd T Nibliz: [V 7L KWh207E0, =0
FEREE T~v ) —Kilt] ohick s, F==H—4IT, EfifBbhTtigzor>~vy —
A, MEOBBAD TBATIZH] S S5fic “More than I seem, and less than I was
born to:/A man at least, for less I should not be...” 2 %% 5%, ChiCE~RBEE, VF 4~ F
@ “Alack the heavy day, /That I have worn so many winters out, /And know not now
what name to call myselfl” (BHH—ED L&) 73, HERHEWIAT V) ~DTh
KRS, 2RIC, EFEHEHONIY F v — FO® ) 7iCE, K Y770y 7 OBENSHE
INEH LT, MpoRTLERORNTRLNIMRRE LD ZTHLTICTERLSDOAE L, IKH
it 53, “For god’s sake let us sit upon the ground/ And tell sad stories of the death
of kings...” (ZW 4 LiEZ Y 7+ — Ficit, TR0 AMNLEERBSRI B T 30
Thbd, TNIRBIKY TENEIETHETH o/ Y24 7287 REKKET ZEROMIZ,
D L THBORIBHEHA~ORELZINTHK S,
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(Vs vE] &3, bivbnlEy 24 7 2ET7THBOE 5 —D2DIRICE T LAAND, £
NIZEHOMRTH L, BEOHRE, BHoMA LN I NELE LA,

BMICESSEBIELE O I TEROTERE A TR, BROPT [YVa vE] BEDIMERES
HOFTOREDTH -7, M CTEZDZFREICLDZIDEIGTAHE, [YVarEl &, [~
V) PO DI OEREAE—DDHEBE LTHNEN T 20 &8T

(WavEIRPAERTHOENE, MMUERERIETH E. TNEMELRE Lfi&ﬁ?ﬁ@f;%ﬁé‘
EAALTOD, Kbpdhdd, ENBEELOE, TCRETNEIFELDOLO0Mn, [~V
O] PUTOEROEEERER R LT AP0 TH S, [YavETl @ity 40287
W, BEROBEICRE o LOEOAN Y EE L, COMOEREDOFEAL, BERD Y
4 w7 (WHhYwD Bastard) BENTH b, COAPREROPTIEDORILEHEIATH
5 IHBOMROEHTRER > TEOAREEST s MT L, b53—21, ORI
ﬂﬁ)ﬁlbfi?ﬁi%?%(if»éﬁ’;ﬁbb\/\m (New Man) OUMBIABE S S TRTCETH B, VA7
ZETOEIE, e LABETAH LOHGDOE AT T, TRRMTHhD » TR AH
EHHRT A4 T&otoMih@74u/7m/a/1@WL&sz?@@,rxm&@%
O, FHHEED S BHOMBENEZOTH S, MEEZLITED, £€TH 5, d LIoHNnck
NaE, THESORY FREZLTPONE] (—FH~8) &74 ) v RS, £REX, K
BESEFBIT T - BT OILEED, TNENOEHITOfNHE» oA AELTLE S, FA
R TEH T TENERAKCERST, 749 v 7RO (8 (commodity) | T4 2%

%

&7 W A R B (“...that same purpose-changer, that sly devil,/ That broker that still
breaks the pate of faith...”) (Z¥E—8) . Z OB LI P oD AT S DIThETLE »
FoEVAIDTH DB, (725, 1 E74Y » FREL S, [BUBROEDOZNWSIDIE, £7HS
WKMo TTHEODS U ek I 0 E, KOEHETH S, “Gain, be my lord,
for I will worship thee.”

TAHALTY 247 2T, [YaryEIKBNT, WL -To [HR) oXREIC, FHris
FEPBIEA D & Uice MR, FROBRPT, €O H %235 -TLE . ERORE
T, FILOIROMRICHSDEEFHERBES T2 A LI AVFE~ KBTIk 74 Y
v 713, BETR, ABMORACER LIS, S ZEE E LTELN S, BEEICH LTHIE
PN, TOMMCE->THU T 7 v A LOMICHZRAEY a VEWR-T, 74 Y » Tl2E
T F DAL EZH Y B, (YO inglorious league!/ Shall we...make compromise.../To arms in-
vasive?...”) (HFE—L) o ZH—B THEENRRERA RO EDELEGL G Lic74 Y » 7

i, cclcidii, [YaryEl WL Td LIFLIESIHEN B2 ) 728, kicsnk
(O AFMETEEDE, FRERAEALHUNOFEWE Y 7 (“... Nought shall make
us rue,/ if England to itself do rest but true.”) TH B LW IFHWRHEHEL, ERELDOCO
EARETIE LR R ETOLADTH 5.
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T~y )~ CB0 274 ~vA2 w718, BERT7A) v POREHR FICNE, 74 —
WA Z oy 71E (DR ESERDHEICET Z) 740 v FOGWRMMEE TS, FaRs
Bo TIRTDIAIE, WARNEHENDZ, 74 Y v 713, HibOMEIciREEKUAM, s
VEERIN THEBROBRERL—R LA ENTE, CRICHLTIF ~AE w70
L, TOHFAEMBRICEL M AAVEFLOMTHALLET ULAS &, nus~y ) —FHil
I8 RIFICE DT S < D LD &1, BICE——R o D) 71T
iof@%KﬁéﬂTm5o74va@$5tﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ TH—WARRy 7T
Ve TEBZEEEVE, BOEWHOBMAPE N LAHEOBEROESELAE L2, ¥

TR EDEPZEDOLEW ST DT B EMNTH B, 2D EE, 7A—NRE » THID
HKEDARMGFTHY, WORPLEHBHMEL2bDTH RS C EEEKT 2, 74~
A2 Z oy THEA—RICE 2 b5 TREIBR VORI, TOREELNKZLTHELEEIZ D, [~V
—EIEE =] CE ST, Y=g 7 ACTEBEROMAML 074 —£ER L, T TRIR
HWEH EWD, RETIREBHECRONANE T —<TEAd, MPMEBRIE{tEhTH3
A EBE S ROMER T Fe 7 A ~ VA Z v T EANVEFR, KO XD SRR ELEE 2D
4, “...thy father’s beard is turn’d white with the news; you may buy land now as cheap
as stinking mack’rel.” “Why, then, if there come a hot June, and this civil buffeting hold,
we shall buy maidenheads as they buy hob-nails, by the hundreds.” (TFEPHE) OO
SBRETHB Ry bR, WHEINAMELTELTE.® T2~V XDRFIS VY EY - —
KD » T, HARKEETNIEICIMNEL &SR, ZNREZSMEMBETD 20 AR
ASERR-THEAIREE, COREBTZA—NVAZ y TOHHBEZZ VAL, TDFHy b RT
— G &M, THREEDOALVEFDEY 7 (“. he (ie., Hotspur)that kills me some six or seven
dozen of Scots at a breakfast, washes his hands, and says to his wife ‘Fie upon this quiet
life!' T want work’...”) 5 bbb X5 IC, WS PITHIEEN TN S, VWP, TONVEFT
45, WEODOBELEGT S I7A—NR Xy 71T “...a villanous trick of thine eye, and a foolish
hanging of thy nether lip...” (ZHEHED 95N 2 ORZHh 5, OB/ aF ¢ —5 DI
CHIE LTV E0DhRIER S0, MBI 28R 2b0ECEBA LT A —VA 2y
TOHFLIER) 7ICLTh, kv PASN-OPINEEBEEN T TEbDOEZTRENN LR
5, Ry PRS—DZWELZEOSOH, (EROPTE—ESITHHKEELNTHRNDTE -
T, 7HA=NAZ vy 7D 71, bo&lEL, AXZHEREATH - TEICESOhEBITF
DABEZDHDEDNISDE LTHEMINETH S5, £ Lk74 -2 2y 7OIER,
WEHSAEFEOEREZEAT A2HBOTREERD I & LOAEFNCBE LT 5, PAIEETE
—HIYT, UsZ0&0& (U COBRRBMRMEETHE) 74— VA2 v 7R, &7
DEGEEVZEMHAMNONL, B—COHBERED S5 DTN INHITA/D, “A good wit
will make use of anything, I will turn diseases to commodity.” & 33 T EMTEBHDT
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Hbos

COEIEY = A7 RETIE [~y )~ 24 2 18 B Echk EFTLE o/ £DCE
W, BSBEREOSHEMICE LT, 0BT ECTHET 2 ENTELCEZERLTL S,
BEZIOFICESRBOERBROTPTTRES LVEEFOHAMRETTETELOTH B, TH LI
BIPEREEE MBLIC [~ vy — K Wb RONB T &id, RilCli~To, #88 [~y ik s
U220MESRDIE, BEOSEMOUKICLIFNRAE N, ~v Y —EHOFMN T AEN [F
o= X~ EE] BT BHEIRICRE S0 EE, HHOMAICREMOL ETH » 7. HENHE
WD Fs3=Z20b0l3, W< [V F 45— FIM] O, 38 LTEREINTH S, ¥ A
7 AT OHNCH 5 D1, [AF (“unquiet”—Hall) | Tiddh 2 MRENBIRERZEZ X0~ Y
—UREROBEETH Y, ~NVEFELOEIRTH - oo (EERHOEFERICZ T4~V £
y 7 OEMH Y, Fi PPk BERIcB Y 5, FHEEHERT 5EE (Vice) L5 HKE
bHote WhIE, ZHEALTOADTH S, 1Eh~0, TORBED>E{TITERS, [~
V)~ ORC i B oo FNIE, NV ETF O TE] o~V —HEEO HEx L
(“victorious” —Hall)] BHICEAEE FOEETH o7t VA JRETIE, ~V Y ~HEOD
HERDEFE-FELLTHOEFFTIEE LN, h [F—& -5l ZETI2RDK
BNT, THREEZ[(UD-7DTH B, RRIOBRRICAET S [~v ) —Hl) 17, ZRH
REEMDADOS DO TR VEBLL -7 TDC &R, MR, [~y Yy —MEHit] B3, »~w
FFORNFESBEET 2. £, [l KES, whiZHdEEFORETRTNENL SR
Ve TOREER, vy~ RISV E OV ENET R, BEO/ 07 s ~DHICERE
OEFEBAVRAD, il TBet) OR8] 28 E fFnicBiicB 0T, —BEHFICL - TL
Bo B—WWTRNILOFHEFE LI L WEFH, ¢ TiZ, “By heaven, Poins, I feel me
much to blame/ So idly to profane the precious time...” &, HEDOZICHOENTINBE, &0
AOBEA~ VY —FHE, 77 AT TICHD » TS E £ 3 o “Therefore
should every soldier in the wars do as every sick man in his bed—wash every mote out of
his conscience; and dying so, death is to him advantage...” [~ vy —FHHH] AE—) i
RENVCOZOETEELTR HROFETHS 5. MEIR, Thich{k¥ib0e) 70H
T, TNMBHEINBHICH B, 0P, LD, FRERCISTHEENSZ LV INENLL
Nige [~y Y —Fi] 325 LalERTH B, Thid, 74—V RE » 7DENERE, B
OFITHELT S,

o, Y24 7 RETHEBOWEFEILE, 10, WHETEERL, DhDIOEHR,
ZOWRRIC b oD ST E v % v AMROKRICGA 2, ¥ 242 ZETOBOY T ) X4
KCHREHTELETHES S COMAIE, TORDOESDHERETSH -7
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