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DANISH OMBUDSMAN IN A CRITICAL SITUATION

Reiko Okada

The word ‘Ombudsman’ is gradually becoming known even outside of Scandinavia,
in countries like England, New Zealand, and the state of Hawaii, since these countries
started to practise the Ombudsman’s institution after the Scandinavian model. However,
this institution has its origin in Sweden and it took about one and a half century to be
adoped by Denmark in 1953.

Since the establishment of the institution in Denmark, the Ombudsman has been enjoy-
ing great respect and confidence by the Danish people because of his marvellous contribu-
tion in supervising both the central and local civil and military administration. The appo-
inted commissioner and the institution is considered to be indispensable in order to protect
the citizens from being deprived of their personal rights by the negligences or mistakes of
the governmental authorities and officials.

In spite of its great achievements throughout the years a sensational event took place in
Copenhagen in October, 1969, which might cast a shadow on this institution. But by presnt-
ing this event as an example, it is intended in this paper to point out an apparent difficulty
or rather a dangerous situatioﬁ, which the Ombudsman’s institution is at the present time
obliged to face. Let me present a brief introduction of the system, so that the readers of
this paper in Japan may get a general orientation in understanding the unfamiliar parlia-
mentary duties of commissioner, the Ombudsman. Also I will mention the particular case
with its critical contents.

The Ombudsman is elected by the Parliament after every general election and does his
duty on behalf of the Parliament for its citizens, however, he must pursue his duties com-
pletely independently without governmental interference.

His work mostly consists of reading complaints, which any citizen can send in. A com-
plainant may get help from him to get legal action started, if necessary. The Ombudsman
accepts about 1000 complaints a year and it is his work to sort them to see, if further
investigation of the cases is necessary. Also he can investigate a matter on his own.

Concerning the unfortunate event of 1969, a telex centre in a secret celler for obtaining
informations on the C. University campus was discovered by some of the activists students.
Its discovery was exposed throughout Denmark. Thus creating one of the biggest discus-
sions of the rights of the constitution, as to whether this activity of the intelligence section
of the Minitry of Defence is against the constitution or not. Since the goverment was in

trouble in avoiding the disclosure of the true facts, according to a source, they requested the
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Ombudsman, who officially acts independently, to investigate the matter and used his posi
tion by letting him announce that the Ministry of Defence has little control on such mat-
ters. It is this use of the Ombudsman by the head of the government, that is dangerous
because his most important mission is to work directly with the people of Denmark,

I would like to point out that the Ombudsman with his important duties and role should
not be misused by the goverment under any circumstances, but should continue to keep his
position as a true safeguard of the citizens in one of the most democratic countries of the
world, Denmark. Osaka, December 1970,
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