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Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown” and its

Ambiguity

Yoko Funasaka

The purpose of this essay is to see what is ambiguous in “Young Goodman Brown”
and how it is ambiguous, by explicating the short story. We will see that it is important,

in reading Hawthorne, not to try to solve the ambiguity but to accept it as it is.
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