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MATUOKA Michio

The purpose of this paper is to claim that the poetical works of MASAOKA Shiki
should best be appreciated by regarding them as constructed upon the basis of the Spirit
of ‘ga’, a term symbolizing the ideal world of elegance and refined beauty in the long
tradition of Chinese poetry. It seems that this goal of Chinese poets and their efforts to
approach it by bringing themselves as remote as possible from ‘zoku’ (‘worldly, mundane,
vulgar, secular’) had something congenial to Shiki’s personality, but this artistic view of
his was all the more fortified with his study of Chinese classical poetry as a young child.
It was after he succeeded in finding and expressing harmony between this spirit of ga
and Haiku poetry that he finally felt confident as a Haiku poet and launched the famous

innovative Haiku movement. This was around 1892 and he was 26 years old.
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