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THE SOCIAL STATUS OF WIVES
IN ANCIENT THAILAND

——A Study of the Cases of Marriage Dissolution

By Osamu AKAGI

From thier field researches in Thai villages, some social anthropologists have recently

pointed out that the Thai society has little or no “sex differentiation.” The aim of this
short paper is to rhake this point clear through the case study of dissolution of marriage
in the ancient Thai society by making full use of “The Marriage Law’” which is collected
in “The Law of Three Seals”, the first—class historical material in the Ayuthaya period.
It may be concluded that in the ancient Thai society, little “sex differentiation” can
also be observed in both matrimonial rights and duties at the time of marriage dissolution.
This tendency is mainly due to the two factors; (1) the matri-locality (uxorilocality) and
(2) the peculiar lack of tenacity in conjugal relations in Thailand. It must be admitted,
however, that this conclusion is rather tentative because the familial relations are generally

defined more by manners and morals than by written law.
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