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The Introducing Process of Clinical Psychological Knowledge

to the School System in Postwar Japan

YASUDA, Naomi

Recently Clinical Psychological Knowledge is spreading in Japanese schools through school counselors.
The purpose of this paper is to show a spreading process of Clinical Psychological Knowledge historically in the
Japanese school system. The Ministry of Education has tried to introduce Clinical Psychological Knowledge to the
school system three times in postwar Japan. The first trial is in the early 1950s, the second is in the mid-1960s and
the third is after 1980s. The third trial goes on now. Although first and second trial failed to introduce Clinical
Psychological Knowledge to the school system, the third trial is completing by establishment of school counselor
system.

In this paper, I gave order to the historical process of these trials from a perspective to focus on interests of
the Ministry of Education and clinical psychologists. Then the following results were obtained: In the first trial,
clinical psychologists could not unify their interests because their special society was not established. In the second
trial, clinical psychologists was interested in establishing the position in hospitals not in schools so that the interest of
clinical psychologists was entirely differed from one of the Ministry of Education. In the third trial, both interests
agreed on introducing specialistic counselors to the school system. These results implied that the means for the
agreement of mutual interests had been complicated gradually.



