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ENGLISH IMPERATIVE SENTENCES

AKIRA FUNASAKA

In this paper we discuss the problems on English imperative sentences, first from the
view that imperative sentences come from You will sentence, and next from the point of
view of Performative Analysis. In conclusion, we support Performative Analysis as more
convincing and revealing explanation for imperative sentences and, finally, present a few

problems which come up when we follow Performative Analysis,

0. AWOHMREZFOGDIICONTELTELLETHS, 2T, B, You will Lho
WRUMIRES NS LI PERET L, D&, performative analysis QL & ELEMZ,
TEOREAZEEH LN EER D,
1. You will 3
WEOMENE You will IpSRAEZIEDZEVIZAFREDALLXBFENTEL, ¢
NEFOEFDL S WEFBRRICE SO SDTEH 5,
(1) a. You wash yourself,
b. Wash yourself,
c. He washes himself,
d.%*You wash himself.®
e. *Wash himself,
(2) a. Open the window, will you?
b, Open the window, won’t you?
¢. You will open the window, won’t you?
d. *Open the window, will John?
e. Open the window, John, will you?
f. *Open the window, will boys?

g, Boys, open the window, will you?
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(1b) BHPXTH 20, HRALALORKHNEEZTH DL, FEDMEIC you BHbd L
EZIoN3.2 ¢ it (1e)Ad)Te) hoHSHTHS, L h-T, (Ib)DEEICZ
Qa)D XS i h 2T K5, (1a)D yourself E(1b) O = hild, ZNEFhOEE
KBNTIEEMR-TOEH, AMEICLTHAV_ATER — % L3 EZ ARTRTE
WM, TOXIBEZIFZELBOEBILD—BHEHERTE 5 ¢ LiIKiLAH, LK,
(2d)Ce)CL)Cg)Y O FEER John  boys T L you THAHZ EMNMERTE B,

(2ce)idnhwWw 3 tag question DFTHZH, chd, @O EE2 LK LTABLE,
Qe)PHAOICSEEME TR EMIC will 85 LEBLBL ENTE B, BERNIKT AL DI
BHBEWS, Qa)DEEILHETHEAD will & Qc)DFNERTNTOETESHLALTH
BERVARBON, COXSEHREZTIUE IO —BELEHALSTEEC LiKiE 3,

1.1. Hasegawa (1965) €543k You will Lh HLiRET BN~ WEERELIDTHBH,
DEI, CON—NVERFTLTAKLOERD,
Timperative®
g {(E) (n t)}
SD : you (pl) Pres+will X
—— e (mot) (E)

Xl Xz X3 S m——

X4 ;
a8 Xexck (108,
SC: 1. (X)Xg+Xz—>w,
G+ Xy=null
L 2. X, Xg—re,
4 Xy2enull
3 XX+ X+ X=X+ X+ X,
2 ﬁ‘ : Xy=E+n't

Be careful, /D6 come here! /D6 be careful. /Don’t touch that. /Don’t be noisy. /You tell
him that. /You be careful. /Don’t you talk like that to me. /Don’t you be noisy:

¥ o, tag question DN TEDOFDO LS I —UBIERINTIN3E,9
Ttag

gl}'_>s+y +S/

Tns+V
where : S=NP (Pre V) { M }X
Tns{ }

have

be
S'=a transform of S

={§ZZ{h§e}§<Y>Nf’

be
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Y=null if Pre V contains not or Neg
Y=n’t if otherwise
PlEOorv—~nit X 5T, UToxwaiiliahd, Come here, will you? (won’t you?) /Be
careful, will you? (won’t you?) /D4 come here, will you? (won’t you?) /Dé be careful, will

you? (won’t you?) /Don’t come, here, will you? /Don’t be late, will you? /You tell him that,

will you? (won’t you?) /You be careful, will you? (won’t you?) /Don’t you come here, will
you?

DX HIC Hasegawa (1965) BE K OHAICEHNATEI LNTEEDTH S0, MM
WHP TR, DI, ZOMBELAZHIFTL I,

i, Q& LDk LOBEMBIITE R, Hasegawa (1965) S imPLDE AL
il fé’é Mo, DUWDESITE -7 b LEOXOEOBGKREMEICIE S0, 35, Mk
MEBEBHT A8 570U, Q) EW EDBEFENE - CBAINIINL LN S C LITihiER
WD,

(8) Come here at once.

(4) I order (command) you to come here at once,

(5) Someone help John, will you?

ZiC, G)D X BT you PISNOBEHRMEFEDOMEIC BERIEEPTERL, BT, T

(vocative) (b TE, HIIC, @D VERB® I taction TR AT SIS,
ZOHRBBEZLSNTHROPSHFEO TURDPMBBEICIEDETTH B, HNEMICHA,
agent & LTD you &% 5T you EDRFUBBTZDHNTNIZN, WEIC, E, not, n't 1Z
&IPS, SEA (declarative sentence) EEfsC (interrogative sentence) 73 EICH T
TLBHEETHE 05, ECLTELFONNETLRITTH S, 1L, 6D R
BREGETHEPoGPLDOPTHMPEEINERETHS D

(6) D6 be careful.
(7) Don’t be careful.

BRI, BYXOEEREDOWIHFIZ will JOXSIIE->T50, hoMBFEbEBCD
35, COZ &I L TIZ, Bolinger (1967)®% will Mf—DBEIFHTHBIEL, BDEH
FTHFEL TS, UL, CCTHEIIEEZDIE, can BWEEETHE LI EE, tag O

SFEDS you TRIIC he THBELENITLETHY, canZDEDHBRETH S EIRNALD,
Wz, (10)RXENLBITH S,

(8) Eat the meat, will you?
(9) *Eat the meat, can he?
(10) Be quiet, can’t you?®
LI, tag question D — A DHOYIRFENBEEICIL > T30, TOXIIKT B L,
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BEOFHOH LKL B will you? & won't you? EDHBNEHERNLE SO LD, WEHED
BHRLOBSOBHHETE L35, g, (11d)RIGEE LTHESNQLE, T0T L,
(L IDIBEMTHEE LS EDD, HED EMDOBEI 3 will you? P73 tag
question DFTH S &FNIL, will you? BPISHIRELELIT B,
(11) a. Open the door, won’t you?
b. Don’t open the door, will you?
c. Open the door, will you?
d. *Don’t open the door, won’t you?
1.2. D&, Katz-Postal (1964)® ©EZ 724 TH L D, Katz-Postal I E1lE, B4 o
IRAEHNC Imp O STERERNSD, THICE-T, HEUEHREIREMENSEDROENE
DHEROBBRE N, TORR, BEREREEZLTOEOIRBEMREINS T LT 5,
JERER Imp ZHVAC LICKDETOLS BHPMNTE 2,
(12) You will go home.
(13) a. *Believe the claim,
b. *Understand the theory.

B—ic, (12)OXEHNENTH LA, COHVENER, KEMEHNIC Imp 28 507138
WHICE - THIFEN B, B, (IDICHLNB LT, TFH +stative WL S DL &
KRAFIITIIBDAENEN S CEWRENE, B, ()ANICHSNBILEMEHED B
WE Imp ICLBdDET BT EMTE D,

(14) a.{Maybe

es
Perhaps

} you will drive the car.

Yes
Perhaps

b, *(Maybe
{ } drive the car.

hardly
scarcely

(15) a. You Will{ } touch your food,

b, * {Hardly

Scarcely} touch your food.

B, 160D XkHic, Mzl sb2HOWHE] 2MHIXP ORI ENTE S,
(16) a. ¥Want to go.
b. *Hope to be famous.
Imp BBEWBEEBTH B C LICBEZ D8N, (12)A3) OWMEFRH LY T8 THA
5o L, (M)A DFHC W TIRMENE S, (14a)(15a)L(14b)(15b) Lizth
FRNERE DR EEDNS, D2 D, Katz-Postal it AL, (14a)(15a) OREERGICIL
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Imp FAZNTHWLA, (14b)(15b) ORIEEHIZE Imp METNTN S, LENST,
(14)(15) DD MBI HED B3N E Tmp It T 52 EETERY, F72, UDHNGHLE
LTRIEEMTH 2D, fisE Lt 2H53MOFE NS 200 TR, BICREEL <,
+stative WEIFBHSHDNTWBAICH L, DT &, &2, AD HBHAFELTHETH
5D,

(17) Try to do it!

PLED & SIT, FEMENICROUEEOD RN E o Rk DI, RENTIEHS-T
L, Imp DX D BBEEMNSZ NI, UL, TOIHLEHEL LT, ZEOD &s0anlR
TEALSFNITC LT &2
2. Performative Analysis
2.1. Ross (1969)® jc kU, S0 (declarative sentence) (32X D & 5 18 SLIE

BhoTOBT EICH B,

CIwel AV . L (yowwe SJve
: . -+performative : :
. --communication
- linguistic
+declarative
1 2 54 =
® ® ® 4

2.2, ZOBZTEGHLHTIEDTAHALE, TOREBEI>EDISICKEA D,

U] NP [ +V (you] NP S) VP
+performative
4+ communication
+linguistic
+imperative

order
I command, ete you youopen the window
I (Z performative action D7 2% , you [3Z DY F, HF I3 M4 DIELk% & D performative

verb OEFFIETH B, Lo T, (18)D LD M4 TR,
(18) a. I ordered you to go.
b. I order him to go.
c. I don’t order you to go.
(18 a3 EFIAUREETH D, BLEOWEEPHLTERIALLEDTHS, (18b) TiL you
@ﬁbhmhmzméehnfm5@f,cn%ﬁﬂxfééo<maﬂimdmmm%amm
ZOLDERELTHEIDTH 2 oMENTHZ, T/, IDFHBHRERESLDLTHS
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Tedic, —HEOMHLTH B EHIETHAB 528, performative analysis D3 #7% & {UTF
ML END T &I B,
(19) a. You are to be up at six.
b. You are always to shut the door behind you,

Performative analysis Z5HFEATHONEBATCABZEDEDIINCENNZ S, ¥T,
#~—iz, Hasegawa (1965) T e 3 n7zB) M)D 3 © EEMNHMUTES, 20, (DI
performative deletion M3 5 & @) MIRET 2 LI h, WHDXNA—DEKRESDC
EHREND,

3 Come here at once.
(4) I order (command) you to come here at once. i

B, [arf) OEBROSABOMHEM LT, Schreiber (1972)® i ki, MHH3Cicid
command imperative & hortative imperative &5 1D, FAFNIKBNT, BERSEOTFAMA
K53 Tdh2 style disjuncts AR EM->THNB ENH, hortative LIS DEBOENILE
BITH5H, S5IHFASHDICVAIE, wish, advise, promise, hope, warn 73 KORG8 HET
H55, TOLDILEBRD BAE performative verb O b8 & LTHPTE, J:%E@ style
disjuncts DL S ICAHD BN OMNTTETHHEMP LPT VT &LICi 3,

(20) a. Go west, young men.
b. I advise you (you young men go west),
c. I order you {you young men go westJ;
d. Have a good time,
e. I hope (wish) you (you have a good time),

(20a)MQOLI S IRAE Lic & i3, ZOEMKIT “advise” &710, (20c)hoRELESE
i3 “command” L7383, Fi, (20d)H20e)noIRET S ET B E, TDEKIE “hope” &
“wish” €12 3,

B, HEeXOBYREEGH TR, FEFTH 2 L0 EE® BZEH LT, BHiC,
WHXDOEE you DFIFRDS equi-NP deletion THIFEN B 7cwd, IOV — W HSBETIN®
TOER, FEEOMBETHENEC 5N TRANKNC EITT 5,

(21) a. John and Bill, come here at once,
b, *John or Bill, come here at once.
‘c. I order you (=]John and Bill) to come here at once.
d. *I order you (=John or Bill) to come here at once.

BRI, QLD XHIEEMGRBPLPT, 8% performative verb DR EMED S B
ERTELELDNTEDED LI Y s Y THRETE2b0THSH, 2Lb)E@LAIRFATSE
BWETHEEBDNE, COCLITELTR, HMERNEDOMEICIIENENRIZ 528, B
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BRI C NS S TEBIE, CLb)RPELTTTIRNT LT3,
BRI, (22)(23)ITH B X 51T command imperative OE)E] I3 — stative TH 5 53, hortative
imperative QEFIL +stative DT L H D ENS T EMBIF LT,

(22) a. *I order you to know the truth,
b, *Know the truth,
c. *I order you to be glad.

(23)®a. I suggest (to) you that you should be glad that we’re leaving.
b. Be glad that we’re leaving.

WIS, QOO &S BEHROMAIN, You will ICHE S & DI LOTOTHS 5,

(24) a. Be advised by me,
b. Be guided by your higher nature,
c. Be examined by the doctor.

PED XS, You will 3040 X 545787 & performative analysis & &ML TH L &, 5
MENEFNEM > TNBC EEANIC LTS, BREOHFMBHIHTEIMPANAETVESICEBL B,
BEOMBEAICOOTE, 2ED2I Y a Y THENDC EIKEA S,

3. kg (vocative)
3.1. AT B3 Thorne (1966)® % Ross (1969) TE O BT oNIT &b 5,
WL OBDOFEBTTHLD,
[ young men, |
men,

(25) Chicago is a very fine city, { John,

L *you.
*somebody,

i
\

my I darling
*her boy
*%is friend
\ *#¥Bill’s | | son
*lawyer z
| *rival |

(26)®a. Chicago is a very fine city,

majesty
excellency |
*darling
*boy

| *friend |

/

" honor \l
f

b. Chicago is a very fine city, your

(26a)THE Sk Hic, MERICIE my (our) O&EBOE,MMOSDEHKRINE, £FH0
FICHERMIH B LS THBH, 104 lawyer R rival HBRFICILZ D Ebh S0, (26b.)
3 E > HEBETEFOATHRBIBSNTNE, RETIIE)DO LS REHEEFICHE - T3,
3.2, METICEFBER I D T, 7, Thorne (1966)® D2 HERE LTH I,
Thorne (1966) i khiE, QDOUFKEIZ28) DXS3MA—ATiREZN, (29)D XS 1K
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WrbEOENS,
(27) a. Boys, stop.
b. You boys, stop.

(28) D—voc+the/Imp...N : voc—you

(29) S
/\NUC
Imp /\
/N\P ?\
/ D N Aux Vint
VOoC
you the boys will stop

OB Z i D EAS A EE S, BT, voc DIHIMNH X SH TR, CQOITINL

voc IR ERTHY, Lhrd you KUEZML TS, bLEHLS, (27a)D boys 3%
T, QTb)D You boys & You 12 EIEIT boys (2FHTHAIRA, BIIC,

T (ER) EORBMHESMTR, Thorne (1966) K ki, AHPLOEBREED
BIER TR ER SIS CcoT &, (28) (29) THHHATENMWEDTH S, FEITH
DHEIFERENS T SN, COEBRADMERS

(30) a. Boys, you stop it.

b. You boys, you come here ®

WEIT, QoA DBE, voo BHEEMEICEDOMNEEZD > TNEDTHEH, —JF, (3la)
D yourself 3L E ORI (vocative form)® THhH 2 E L, (31b) @ your IZFFEKA
FOWBRETHEEL, WINLEREHEICAMESTSNTHL A,

(31) a. Wash vourself.
b. Wash your hands.
(32) a. The doctor will examine you.
b. You will be examined by the doctor.

T/, BICDNTHWAN, (B32a)D you WG TIIILWLL, the doctor 13 you T
DTHFITEHE S0, L L, (B2a)EZHIRICT 5 E(32b)ICED, you NFEDMEI
BEDITHFPRICIED 5 B, CNLDT &SI EEREICAE ST 5 2 EETERL,
4.1. D&IZ, performative analysis ICH1 AR ENE, Wi, HOLOIEELOMEHEICD

THATH &S, Harada (1971)% (< L4iE, performative verb DfFH: HIEMEIKRE T
W S 7252, ENMBEBEHETTRELTHOONE LS, ORI LRI, Tk

36



BEEREICII L, BETEASNE EVWSC &, T, HELaao ol s ook —t:
WMEMIELMPEEINBE &LITIEE, L L, T TID~/ performative analysis T{Z I order
vou S Th-7h, TThoiFkzE &9 EB83a) DXA3BIMTTLES, —F, (33b)
FHAHE, 1order you S Opnbbic 1 order John S pupZEiCs b, Tl performative
analysis (ZARNAHEICIS B,

(33) a. *Come here, you,

b. Come here, John.

ZLT, GHDEHIE, 1D you % somebody T Ehi, HE—HOEEEL>TFNL, O
S DD TOMBEIIN 5
B34H)® S
NP/\VP
NP
+V S
+performative: /\
4+ communication NP VP
-+linguistic
+imperative
Somebodyj Somebody]' Somebodyj
Lin L, Lo SoOMERBOAEIC 2T XTOHEBHKICK 2D THEEHL, 27,

FOHEHE ETFHDOSDONP L
10

BUHENE 572K
AIEDDHDENNEEL TA LD,

—BHTEDLITEL, TNOSDZDDAE

o SOREENO ‘F{f/;@ SO FFEDA
fIBICHSHNENP LIS HICHSHNBENP
you *you you
you men you men you men

(345 D LS OREENONPIC

you young men
you John

*men

*young men
*John
*somebody
*nobody

everybody

you young men
you John

men

young men
John
*somebody
*nobody

everybody

37

you young men
you John

*men

*young men
*#John
somebody
nobody

everybody

men, Young men, John, somebody,

nobody 1t Ehix i &



&1, b3 performative LA THEHB VAT, —F, W& UT you, somebody, nobody
MEALEFICHEENRELE LTRERATERVLEITH S, bodd, DI B somebody
& nobody &3 EAIS DEHEEMICS S S hNILNDTH 245, performative analysis DI
HEBPED, INOLOWTEEAMPRICILSEC LN, EEENDONETIL men, young men,
John R ERBOPNIENS, HiELTHINOBREREH OS> B, Fih, FTUOSDFE
EOMBIZSANPOHEERMEENONPOZNEEL LT B, somebody, nobody HFE
HOENBEATEBER - TN 3,

somebody, nobody, everybody RNT, EOFHEDENNEFT LD TAHA LD, MEBEENOD
NP &TﬁiS@EEm ONPOSHIIB LI 2, WEZHE LT, men, young men, John ZEH
BRELTEIOOLNBODTHEH, ThOHDHIK you 23RO ENE &N, &
NOoDEREFEDTHDLE, EHSOBMONP ETFASOFEEDONPREB)O LI B,

35)@

NP

you \(\NP’ )
—jj: u¥1§@ﬁ’ﬁ?6i(36)@i '5 &C? &&5 1’97}150
(36)
NP
"
/// \\

(you) NP/

UEDXIITEZ LS, MEBERANIFRICEE LS, T/, MEBNICL-TTNO SOFE
BEERENS &%, LI FHO—EBHKRING &I, HIBORABKREELINSCE
1855, B AHA, equi-NP deletion TN PR2ENHIKREINBEAE, MEIPAKATSS
B, EBICENPO—OMBRERDOLBBIREINE LI EMNHEDYTH S,

ik, COHTHTIIFRDBGEEDI I WMEISRELALZDIODIHIKEL S,

4.2. DFE, HPXCHSLNIZPBTEL VBT TALS, (2) THIF XD, MBPLD
tag I3 will PELHEHNB DI, BEMENIC will ZRETBDOMNLDITHEM, &
D will DIEWRIBATHA 5o Jespersen® I L NiE, &4 (EKE) ORBRIBkEMMBETR
NATEEFHREE L TOVADTH 05, FOHHRERETRINEROHBNETSE, CDCT &
I3 Bolinger (1976)® $ 52 L CATHRHKIBELTVEDTHBH, BOELLA® TEENLT

EEFRELTNG, 2E 0, HPXO will & [RKF724640] TREL, RiEHSHT
will CAFREOHEBTHEIE LTS, DWODBANUL, BHXOFEMR will DIcdTRIE

s, REXZTOLONBOPUHENLSEDDTHEIENSTNELSITH b,

—7, McCawley (1968)2 |Z tag question (D tag &GO D tag X bM-7bDTHB &
BEATOB, TORWELT, HREBNOIH>UHEHT T3,
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(87) a. Mary is pretty, isn’t she? Yes, she is.
b. Open it, will you? *Yes, you will,

(37a.)i3 525 D tag question T Yes, she is. WS EEMSTHETH B35, (B7b.) T Yes,
You will. LIIWVAIL, UL, 2O LRGSR OMETIZNC, (38) D &5 IEFAL
KBOTHRELT EMBNAE, 2F 0, HER, @F8XErSE0S0TRIRL, tag OFEEM
You £Zh56ENSTEIIEAD, Lichi-T, McCawley D5 K5 KHHD tag #XBF 3
MERIBOISICEZ B,

(38) You are honest, aren’t you? *Yes, you are,

FERENCO AR, P DFEM%E S D performative verb 8 EDSiIKhH bbb & &iCid,
THRDSOHRIC, HeORREICK LIEH L) REHBFNSSHNS 5 LEBLTINTHS 5o
£/, MED tag i3 tag question D tag LA UL I CHEONENETHE LN KD TH B,
MRXDEHMBEET tag BEHEOE AT S DD D tag question & FHHABES B D LT IEHh
SHIBNENEINETH 3,

5. PlE, 92T, You will %ICH &St & performative analysis &S
HEMATELDTHEH, DEQTENBESDITIE T,

(13 You will % h &30 Fe 54T & i3 performative analysis ®F L DE L DT & 584
Wtxs,

Q) HEXLD T FLOEKRD BAINIT performative verb OB E LTEEHEIND,

(3] Wi AL S OMERENE, SIRES N 08, HIRMKETH 3,

W) THOSOFHERZEMNO SOMBEENEE & LICHIBRENEGM, CHIKOHIRMHKET
b5,

(5] P OBEEIT tag ZLIC KD tag question (T 578, FHISHET tag 91
D& &IZRHLNBHKIETEH B,

(6) o hDOVERBMERHTH D & &id, Do be careful./Don’t be careless. &5

B DIEDT B FeDICHIHRITT B REND b,
(1973%E 9 H 14 H)

iE
# % umgrammatical ¥7z{% unacceptable.
Bolinger (1967, 336) ®4+% echo question {Xfi5ESTH B, e.g. Don’t kill yourself. Don’t kill -
myself{ Why should I?
Hasegawa (1965) 25.
1bid., 28.
VERB i L BEAFE AL L HEX S,
Bolinger (1967) 335. /5L, ik Z ATk will YA OBBIFD DT 5,
Huddleston (1970) 218. {iuc At D#|re. Curme, Jespersen %,

® 0

0e®ee
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Katz-Postal (1964) 74f,

Ross (1972) 249,

Schreiber (1972) 340.

Jespersen MEG IV 7.4(1) and Bolinger (1967) 351 & 359.

McCawley (1968) 156,

everybody IIFIRICIE O 5 725, somebody WINRIRC by, ZOHELF U LOCBHTES X
SrEbhD,

® 666 e

@ Schreiber (1972) 342,

@ Thorne (1966) 75,

@ Ross (1969) 237 & 266 n.

@ Thorne (1966) 71-—73.

1bid., 74.

@ Ibid., 75. Thorne I L 3uE = 3L ““not impossible’”.

2y Harada (1971) 11.

@) Postal (1969) & McCawley (1968).

@ WD LD IRHL H 5, Bring out my hat, somebody, will you! Jespersen, Essentials, 15, 42,

@ cf. Postal (1969) 219,

&) Jespersen MEG IV 7. 4(D).
9 Bolinger (1967) 338.

o Ibid., 339.

@) McCawley (1968) 159.
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