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On the Use of Syllabaries
in Koyo’s “TAJOTAKON”

TAMAMURA Fumio

In my preceding paper, I analysed the onomatopoeic words in Koyo's “TAJOTA-
KON?” that were written in KANJI. However, while Koyo attempted to express Japanese
onomatopoeias in KANJI, he also wrote some of them in syllabaries; and the present
paper examines the words in “TAJOTAKON” which were written in syllabaries,

(1) Use of KATAKANA: It is quite natural that foreign borrowings, as well as
echoic and exclamatory words, were written in KATAKANA. But on the other
hand, for the words amongst these which were frequently used and tended to
be written in KANJI by other writers too, Koyo used KANJIL

Apart from this he used KATAKANA to express prolonged syllables, the
special syllabic stop, and the emphasized parts in sentences.

(2) Use of HIRAGANA: He used HIRAGANA to express more than 60 onomato-
poeic words (or “words of sound symbolism” from a lexicological view point).
This fact tells us that even Koyo could not express all the onomatopoeic words
by using KANJI alone, The more one tries to express these words in a way fai-
thful to the natural sounds, the more one cannot help but use phonetic letters,
such as syllabaries,

These words in HIRAGANA are evidence that he did not succeed in his wish
to write completely in KANJI, which result could have easily been foreseen in
the light of graphic theory.

In conclusion, Koyo’s attempt, ending in failure as it did, stresses the fact that he was
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himself a Japanese writer, and as such could not be freed from the reality in which
Japanese language functions, with its very deep and very complex graphic problems.
Apart from this, Koyo’s use of letters shows a clear difference from that of other writers,
His usage of KANA alongside the KANJI must be recognized as a considerable achieve-
ment in visual effectiveness, The combination of meaning and sound can create a crystal-
clear image for the reader. For the words written both in KANJI and KANA by Koyo,
make crystal-clear what may be thought of as splendidly stratified images in the reader’s

mind,
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