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The War of 1812 and National Problem

by Tetsuro ARATAKE

Talking about the character of Russian Czarism of the 19th c., one used to emphasize only
its reactionary face. But one cannot simply identify this face with obstinate conservatism. On the
other hand Russian Czarism was flexible enough to join with the people and to use them as a tool
in the face of the crisis of its ruling order. Here we treat of Napoleon’s Russian expedition in
1812 and study these complicated aspects of Czarism, including the role of the people in this

period and the mutual-antagonistic relation between the people and Czarism.
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