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Textual Aspects of the Sentence

Yoshio NITTA

This paper inquires into the problem of the textual functions and meanings of sentences.
These functions and meanings correlate one sentence with another in the same discourse,
maintain discourse coherence, and help to explicate the structure of the discourse. The textual
meaning is an important part of the whole meaning of the sentence.

All sentences are divided ifito two types with respect to discourse position. One is pre-
positional. Pre-positional sentences can occupy the initial position in discourse without linguistic
context. The other type is post-positional. Post-positional sentences always need some linguistic
context before they appear; therefore, they cannot hold the initial position in discourse.

The following is an example:
(1) Ojisan ga heya ni imasu. -
“There is an old man in a room.’
(2) Ojisan nara heya ni imasu.
‘As for the old man, he is in the roroom.’
The first sentence is pre-positional. It describes a new scene and gives new information. The
second sentence is post-positional. This sentence contains one constituent which represents old
information, i.e., ‘ojisan nara’; this insures that it is post-positional. Its positional sentence type
is one of the textual meanings of a sentence.

Deletion of case component (e.g., agentive case and objective case) acts to make a sentence

post-positional. Deletion is thus an interesting and important subject for the study of textual

functions and meanings.
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