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SORLA PATTR EDPA HEDINS SAGA OK HOGNA
Translated from the Old Icelandic with notes

by Kunishiro Sugawara

The short story here translated into Japanese is one of the so-called fornaldarsigur
or sagas of antiquity, written during the thirteenth century and later, about Norse
heroes who were believed to have lived before the settlement of Iceland about A.D. 900.
Although they ‘“represent the oldest type of oral-"literary” form~ (Stefan Einarsson:
A History of Icelandic Literature, New York 1957, 123), sagas of this group, in
comparison with konungasogur or fslendingasb'gur, are among the latest to be written
down in mediaeval Iceland. As might be easily understood, the fornaldarsogur,
notwithstanding their comparatively late date of literal composition, preserve ancient
tradition of the Germanic peoples, which Vélsunga saga, Hervarar saga ok Heidreks,
Asmundar saga kappabana, Orvar-0dds saga, for instance, certainly prove. Our story
also preserves some archaic elements; most of the names of the battr are found in
Old English poems, Deor and others, and the Hjabdnings’ battle of the saga is known
to the early ninth-century Norwegian poet Bragi the Old, the late twelfth-century Dan-
ish clerk Saxo Grammaticus and the early thirteenth-century Icelandic scholar Snorri
Sturluson. This Icelandic story is handed down to us in the famous saga compilation
Flateyjarbok, ca. 1390. Considering the author’s profane treatment of pagan deities and
his making a Christian warrior surpass pagan heroes, we can safely assume that this
is a Christian work and should date from some time not so much earlier than the
compilation of the Flateyjarbok. To see how the content of the saga was summed up
in the first decades of the thirteenth century, we have also translated the related
part of Skaldskaparmal, ‘Speech of poetry’, of Snorri’s Edda. This translation is
based on the editions of Fornaldar stgur Nordurlanda, Vol. I and Edda Snorra Stur-
lusonar, both provided by Gudni Jonsson; on these see further references following the

Index of proper names with brief explanations.

Osaka, September 1977 K. S.
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(ZnboReLT, ARFEHR (oo r— HRALKIEEE, FH1973E »2F L 5.)

Fornaldar sogur Nordurlanda 1 —IV. Gudni Jonsson bjé til prentunar. Akureyri 1954.— Endurprent.
1976. (Egils saga einhenda, Frinjéfs saga ins froekna, Ragnars saga loobrokar, Sorla saga
sterka, Vélsunga saga, Porsteins saga Vikingssonar % &1r,)

Den norsk—islandske skjaldedigining A’ 1 —1II, B I —II ved Finnur Jonsson. Kgbenhavn 1912—
15. —— Optryk 1967—73. (Ragnarsdrapa, Sorlastikki % &{r, )

Saga él&fs Tryggvasonar af Oddr Snorrason munk. Udg. af Finnur Jonsson. K¢benhavn 1932,
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Snorri Sturluson. Heimskringla 1. Bjarni Adalbjarnarson gaf at. Reykjavik 1941, (Ynglinga saga,
Olafs saga Tryggvasonar % &12,)
Sazxonis Gesta Danorum. Primum a C. Knabe & P.Herrmann recensita. Recognoverunt et ediderunt

J. Olrik & H. Reeder. Tomus 1. Haunize 1931,

130



