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The Characterization of the
Two Students by Thein Pe Myint

MIDORI MINAMIDA

Thein Pe Myint(1914—1978) wrote so many proses such as novels, dramas, essays
and so on. Novels are mere one part of his works. But he thought much of his

novels and loved his novels like his children.

Although Thein Pe Myint’s novels are known as “ political novels, as a matter of fact,
such novels are not so many numbers. Especially after 1958, the content of his novels

has changed gradually. Political atmosphere disappeared.

It is because most of so-called “political novels” were so prominent that he has been
called political novelist. The most of the stages of such novels are not present day
Burma, but before and after independence day of Burma. In such novels, there are two
long novels whose heroes are students. One is “The Student Boycotter” written in 1937,
published in 1938, and the other is "As Sure as the Sun Rising in the East” written
in 1950-53, published in 1958. The time of the former is 1935-36, that of the latter
is 1936-42. It sometimes happend that the latter was regarded as the second series
of the former. But there is the definite difference in these two novels. One of the
differences is that of the characterization of their heroes. Nyo Tun of “The Student
Boycotter” is the perfect character, and Tin Tun of “As Sure as the Sun Rising in
the East”, who developes to the perfect later, is the imperfect character. The differ—
ence was brought by the political experiences of Thein Pe Myint. Nyo Tun was the
reflection of young Thein Pe Myint’s spirit who did not know defeat. Tin Tun was the

reflection of middle-aged Thein Pe Myint's spirit who experienced so much trouble in



Burmese political world. In other words, two heroes show some aspects of Thein Pe
Myint’s political struggle through the independence of Burma. Although Thein Pe Myint
died in- 1978, they live still now in the world of novels vividly.
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