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The Characterization of Women by Thein Pe Myint

—— From Khin Myo Chit to Thi Ta Pyoun —

Midori MINAMIDA

Thein Pe Myint’s first novel, “Khin Myo Chit”’ written in 1933, was the short story about
a patriotic girl. After that he wrote many women characters which are divided into several
types. They played important roles in his novels. With his sharp observation, their sense of
actuality and reality were delivered vividly. They were also deepened and developed by his
experiences in his life.

After World War II, the numbers of his fiction reduced. Especially after ‘“As sure as the
Sun Rising in the East”, he wrote only seven short stories and no long novels for 14 years.
After these long intervals, he wrote “Thi Ta Pyoun” in 1967-68, in some sense, in order to
recover his technical skill in writing novels. It was also his first long novel written about one
heroine. But the characterization of Thi Ta Pyoun had some defects and it was criticized
by many readers.

After “Thi Ta Pyoun”, Thein Pe Myint did not write fictions any more. He wrote non-
fictions and half-non-fiction novels exclusively until the day of his death. From Khin Myo Chit
to Thi Ta Pyoun, the women characters show a lot about Thein Pe Myint’s success and failure
in fictions.
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