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A Study on Modern Indian History (III)

—with special reference to the thought and activities of Lala Lajpat Rai—

Sho KUWAJIMA

This is the third part of my work on Lala Lajpat Rai. The first and second parts appeared
in the Journal of Osaka University of Foreign Studies, No. 37 (1976) and No. 46 (1980).

In this part I tried to examine the meaning of the continuity and discontinuity between the
Nehru Report and the Constitution of India, and paid attention to the reason why Rai declared,
“From this report onwards there starts a new stage of India’s struggle for freedom.”

It may be concluded that ‘Nationalism’ and ‘Communalism’ of Rai were facing severest
trials in the context of growing political trends in the end of 1920’s, and his strong support to
the Nehru Report did not mean the departure from his political ideas in 1920’s, but the crysta-
Hization of them.

But, his act of ‘Simon Boycott ’ and tragic death formed a prelude to the National Libera-
tion Movement in 1930’s. ‘

CONTENTS
5. The Nehru Report and ‘Simon Boycoit’
(1) The Nehru Report—a historical appraisal—
(2) *Simon Boycott’ and the political thought of Rai in the end of 1920’s
6. From Rai to Bhagat Singh (to be continued)
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