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On al-Muqaddas?’s Ahsan at-Taqasim fi Ma‘rvifat

al-Aqalim (The Finest Classification of the
Knowledge of the Provinces)

#

Shin TAKEDA

Ahsan at-Tagasim f1 Ma'rifat al-Agalim by al-Muqaddasi is one of the
most valuable works in the field of the science of roads and realms. The author
belonged to the Balkhi school active in the 10th century. e compiled this book
based on what he personally observed, heard from trustworthy people and read at
libraries in the course of many years’ travelling. In arranging these data he was
quite ‘scientific’ in the sense that he rigorously rejected anything which was not
confirmed by experience. He made an attempt to make his book a systematic
topography, classified exhaustively every part of the Islamic Empire.
addition, he did not spare himself in writing in an attractive style.  As a result

it passes for a literary work, too.
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