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The Europeanism in “The Structure of Ik:”

Summary

Tamaki TAKADA

It is widely accepted that “The Structure of 4" by Shuzo Kuki is in the forefront of the attempts to analyse
the Japanese mentality therough the conceptual resources originating in Western philosophy and aesthetics.
However, what those Western or European elements in his methods are, has hardly been discussed. The present
essay in an attempt to clarify the Western aspects in this work.

Kuki is indeed quite conscious of the incommensurability between our potential sensibilities and their logical
analyses; nevertheless he is convinced of a positive value in an approach to understand them by virtue of well
defined logical categories. Here arises necessarily the idea of indefinite progress. This idea, presumably taken
from Kantian philosophy, was not for Kuki confined to characterising his attitude as a literary man.

We can see from many passages of his other works that he deeply loved this idea; he found in it the just
right clue to comprehend Iki. Kuki characterises [k in the first manuscripts prepared in Paris in 1926 as “the
absolution of the dual relation between tow sexes”, later he modifies this definition into “the absolution of the
dual possibility”. He would have never come to the idea that the modality of possibility lies higher than that of
actuality and that it should be made absolute without becoming actualised, so long as he remained a loyal Kan-
tian.

We see here the influence of Heidegger’s “Being and Time” which had just been published. The time when
Kuki engaged in his treatise on I/ was also the period in which he, almost intentionally, chose to be a Heideg-
gerian. But his attitude to seize the structure of coquetry by virtue of Kantian ethics or Heidegger’s concept of
“precursory openedness as preparedness to the death” seems too frivolous and imprudent.

But Kuki himself must have been well conscious of this imprudence in his method. It may have been just his
intention. Behind the mask of a tragic knight departing for an indefinite process to get to unreachable goal, there
hides a parodist who amuses himself so lightheartedly with many themes of Western philosophy. Kuki uses philo-
sophical concepts always in tow senses: one is in their normal meaning; and the other as parodies. He worked

out this strategy in order to escape from the labyrinth of concepts in which a logical analysis easily gets stuck.
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