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THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND ASIA
— Indian Mutiny in Singapore, 1915 -

Sho KUWAJIMA

Preface

1. The First World War and Asia
2. Indian Mutiny in Singapore

(1) History of Research on the Mutiny

(2) Process of the Mutiny

(3) Causes of the Mutiny
3. The Mutiny and Japan

(1) Japanese Community in Singapore

(2) The Mutiny and the Japanese Navy

(3) Public Opinion in Japan after the Mutiny
4. Anti-Japanese Boycott Movement in Singapore, 1915
Conclusions

My work tries to throw some light on the character of the First World War
through the analysis of the history of Singapore in the year of 1915.

So far, the studies in the Mutiny have mainly or exclusively depended on the
British official records though these are of course very useful if carefully read.
Here, I added Japanese diplomatic papers, both published and unpublished, war-
time diaries of the Japanese Navy and some memoirs of Japanese residents in
Singapore as source materials for the purpose of grasping the meaning of
Japan's participation in the suppression of the Mutiny in the context of the his-
tory of Singapore or from the perspectives of Modern History of Asia.

I tried to connect the Indian Mutiny with anti-Japanese boycott movement of
the same year which protested against Japan's demands of 21 Points to China,
because the Martial Law, which was successful in suppressing the Mutiny, also
contributed to the control of the expression of anti-Japanese feelings of the
Chinese people in Singapore.
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Indian Mutiny was basically manifestation of the anti-war feelings of the Indi-
an people and their will to the independence of India however limited their scope
of the Mutiny was, and anti-Japanese boycott movements in China and South
East Asia in 1915 were precursors to the mass movements after the War which
also covered Singapore. It seems most likely that the Mutiny facilitated the
growth .of the boycott movement in Singapore though these two were caused by
separate reasons.

Therefore, Anglo-Japanese Alliance and the regime of Martial Law on the one
hand, and the Mutiny and the Boycott movement on the other were the main
framework of the political situation in Singapore of 1915. It is pointed out in
this paper that some of Japanese opinion leaders, who assumed critical attitudes
towards Japan’s participation in the suppression of the Mutiny , found them-
selves difficult to seize the basic character of the history of Asia including Sing-
apore.

This work will later appear in an enlarged form written in English.

I would like to express my grateful thanks to the Librarian and staffs of the
Central Library, National University of Singapore for giving facilities to my
work and their kind help during my short stay in Singapore in 1983 and 1984.

I could also get many useful advice and suggestions from Dr. Edwin Lee, De-
partment of History, National University of Singapore.
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