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The Portuguese Revolution of 1974 and Subsequent
Decolonization of African Territories.
(Part 2. The Aftermath of April 25 Coup)

Hiroshi ARIMIZU

Starting from the intimate observation of post-revolutionary Lisbon in 1976-77, the writer
tends to conclude that the Salazar’ s regime might have been a reflex of petit-bourgeois’
conservatism, omnipresent at all levels of portuguese society.

After hasty overview of revolutionary politics and changes centering around land oc-
cupation and nationalization, critical analyses are made on some interpretations of the
revolution in terms of; struggles among political tendencies represented in or associated with
the military; development of productivity and class antagonism; and relationship of
decolonization to revolutionary process. The writer argues the regime change in light of
“Europeanization” or integration of Portugal into Europe with its reactions in the form of
petit-bourgeois’ radicalism.
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