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THE FIRST JAPANESE MISSION TO QAJAR PERSIA
Shoko OKAZAKI

The Japanese Government sent the first mission to Persia in 1880. The mission was headed
by M. Yoshida of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and attended by Y. Furukawa of the
General Staff Office, M. Yokoyama of Okura and Co., and four merchants.

In 1879, the Shah of Persia, on his way home from Europe, received the Japanese
Ambassador Plenipotentiary to Russia, Buyo Enomoto, in audience in St. Peterburg, and
expressed his intention of entering into diplomatic and commercial relations with Japan.
‘Adopting Enomoto’s suggestion, the Japanese Government decided to send a mission to Persia.
In Russia, talks between two countries were proceeded, and the charge d’affaires of Persia

presented a draft for the treaty to the Japanese consul.

Japan, however, was not in haste in concluding the treaty, and Yoshida was not accredited
in any capacity to the Persian government. Presumably, Japan would have maintained to be
treated as a most favoured nation, while Persia would not have agreed with it. The mission
was entrusted with only commercial research on the Persian trade. M. Yokoyama, who was
Vice-President of Okura and Co, one of the leading tea exporters of J apan,‘and was an
important figure in the trading circles at that time, brought a large amount of tea with him.
Tea was the second important exports of Japan, and the expanding of the market was vital.
It is probable that the main object of the mission was in a market research of Japa_nese tea.

They proceeded to Tehran, where they arrived on 10 September 1880 after 42 days’ hard
journey. Having stayed there about 110 days, they left for home via Anzali. The Yoshida’s
offical reports are preserved at the Public Record Office of Japan. Besides, books of travels
by Yoshida and Furukawa are available. These literature give us some idea on the Japanese
attitude toward Persia and valuable information on Qajar Persia. In particular, the de-
scription on David Sassoon and Limji Manekji are of great interest. Yoshida tells the
activities of D. Sassoon, who did a pre-harvest transactions of opium in the 1820s in Bushehr,
and gives some information on Manekji, who was sent from the Government of India in order
to protect Persian Parsis and was engaged in trade as a big merchant. .
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