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Indian Policy and British Party Polities in the Late 1870’s
—— especially the Second Afghan War 1878—1880 ——

Shigeru AKITA

In the late 1870’s, the indian policy of the British government included two
important objects. One was the abolition of indian cotton duties which was con-
cerned with the economic interests of the British textile industry. The other was
the Second Afghan War which was related to British world strategy. The pur-
pose of this article is to elucidate the political features of British imperialism
through these two topics.

On 21 November 1878, the Second Afghan War broke out. And according to
the Act for the better Government of India 1858, the extraordinary session of

the British parliament was held. At that session there were intensive con-

troversies over the following four subjects 1) the interpretation of the Act
for the better Government of India 1858, 2) the recognition of the Afghan prob-
lem, 3) the legitimacy of the Second Afghan War, and 4) the condition of indian
finance. On 4 April 1879, in the house of Commons there recurred the con-
troversy over the abolition of the indian cotton duties in connection with the
Second Afghan War. The author will investigate all these controversies and re-
veal the differences between Disraeli’s conservative government and the opposi-
tion, stressing the following three points.

1) The Second Afghan War was waged by the conservative government in order
to hold supremacy over Afghanistan. It was an aggressive and imperial war of the
British government.

2) But the indian policy of the conservative government included one great con-
tradiction. As far as they continued the Afghan War, they could not abolish the

indian cotton duties under the heavy deficit of indian finance.
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3) The opposition — the Liberal Party —— heavily attacked this contradic-
tion in order to gain access to political power. So British party politics became
directly reflected in their indian policy. And under this new political situation,
British politics also would be greatly regulated and influenced by their imperial

and colonial problems.
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DGR omr | f A | B | GREME) | W % | 1877—78 | 6,197 | 6.623 | (1.620) | —426
1867—68 | 4,853 | 5,014 | ( 850) | —161 | 1878—79 | 6,519 | 6,306 | (1,679) | +213
1868—69 | 4,926 | 5,341 | (1,018) | —415 || 1879—80 | 6,843 | 6,966 | (1,749) | —123
1869—70 | 5,090 | 5,338 | (1,059) | —248 | 1880—81 | 7,429 | 7,792 | (1,734) | —363
1870—71 | 5,141 | 5,110 | (1,008) +31 | 1881—82 | 7,568 | 7,209 | (1,737) | +359
1871—72 | 5,011 | 4.861 | { 985) | -+150 | 1882—83 | 7,028 | 6,960 | (1,736) | + 68
187273 | 5,022 | 5,064 | (1,055) —42 | 1883—84 | 7,184 | 6,969 | (1,846) | 4215
1873—74 | 4,960 | 5,496 | (1.027) | —536 || 1884—85 | 7,069 | 7,108 | (1.753) | — 39
1874—75 | 5,057 | 5.450 | (1,060) | —393 | 1885—86 | 7,446 | 7.726 | (1.843) | —280
187576 | 5.131 | 5.391 | ( 990) | —260 | 1886—87 | 7,734 | 7.716 | (1.983) | + 18
1876—77 | 5,600 | 5,818 | (1.347) | —218 | 1887—88 | 7,876 | 8.079 | (2.1865) | —203

(M : 7 b, MUISTT—T8ERELIRLE . 1Y K=100 E— §H8810, LY —FHoR %A FIBREL 2,)
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