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A STUDY ON SKIS IN NORTHERN EURASIA
FROM ABU-HAMID’S ACCOUNT
OF HIS JOURNEYS TO EURASIA

Tadao MATSUSHITA

In Greece and China, we can find old descriptions about (equipment used for
running on snow). It is, however, hard to decide whether these are skis or KAN-
JIKI (special footgear made of wooden hoops with rope straps and metal cleats
used for walking on snow).

Abu-Hamid’s (1080 —1170) account {(1130) has a detailed description of the
length, width and feature of skis, and the length and material of sticks together
with the explanation of how to use them. It is the oldest written account concern-
ing skis that I have ever come across.

In the present paper, I will introduce the section on skis from Abu-Hamid’s

account and discuss its reliability.
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