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MODERNIZATION OF IRAN AND 

Tl-IE EXAMPI: ... .E OF JAPAN; 

IMAGES AND IDEALS 

Hashem RAJABZADEH 

ABSTRACf 

At the dawn of modern times, with the memories of the glorious 

ex~hanges through the Silk Road already faded in the mist of history, 

Japan had become known to Persian authors as a wonderland, a country 

rich in minerals and precious metals. 

In the modern history of Iran a number of modernizing efforts are 

distinguished, of which the most admired but short lived reform of 

Amir Kabir in mid 19th century was the first one. 

The Heiji Restoration and its ·social reforms, followed by economic 

achievements and political changes introducing the constitutional 

government, awakened Iranians to a socially advanced Japan and 

provided them with a good example to follow in their search for 

freedom and justice. 

On the eve of the Constitutional Revolution of Iran of 1906, the 

Japanese victory over Russia, a dominant Power in the political life 

of Persia, was hailed by Iranians. The intelligentsia in Iran tried to 

set off the image of a modernized and victorious Japan to advantage 1n 

the minds of Iranians who longed for freedom, peace and progress. 

After the Pacific War, when Japan emerged from the ashes of the 

war to rebuild the country and reconstruct her economy to the envy of 

the whole world, an advanced economy became the dominant image of 

modern Japan. Iranian thinkers joined the universal search for the 

mystery of her fantastic achievements, and ambitious development plans 

claime(l to change Iran into "the Japan of the West Asia" in a decade. 

A debate has simultaneously been going on on whether traditional 

values could be preserved in a modern society, or tradition should be 
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sacrificed for, and replaced by, modernity. The example of Japan has, 

rightly or not, served to prove that the traditional values are 

adaptable, and even indispensable, to a reasonable modern society. To 

many Iranians the most impressive feature of Japan's social and 

cultural modernization has always been the country's advance 1n 

science and education. Otherwise they have considered Japanese society 

as an extremely conservative one and one loyal to its traditional 

values. 

Thus, to Iranians modern Japan first emerged as a socially 

advanced country, then a newly risen power in Asia, and, finally, an 

economic giant with sophisticated technology and management. 

This'simple paper tries to examine the dominant images of Japan 1n 

modern times viewed in Iran as an example for modernization. 

INTRODUCfiON 

The 19th century is referred to as the age of progress and 

culture, signaled in Iran by the emergence of Amir Kabir, the Great 

Minister in the Qajar Court from 1848 to 1851, who 11 opened the door 

to science and progress, 11 and whose main objective was to establish 

law and order. 1 > 

Upon his inauguration 1n 1848, Naser al-Oin Shah appointed Mirza 

Taqi Khan, the most celebrated statesman in the recent history of 

Iran, his chancellor and trusted him with the affairs of state. Mirza 

Taqi Khan, well deserved for the title of Amir Kabir (great ruler) 

bestowed on him, launched a comprehensive reform plan aimed at 

modernizing Iran, and resolved to carry it out with vigour and 

percision. In a matter of a few months he succeeded in changing the 

features of the country by re-establishing rule and order, and 

proceeded to such matters as military forces, foreign affairs, 

agriculture and industry, trade, finance and economy; and is said to 

have aimed at a constitutional government. 2 > Meanwhile, his first and 

foremost concern was education. He tried to set a fine example for the 

people by his deeds, founded the first modern University in Iran (Dar 

34 



al-Fom1n), and arranged for the dispatch of groups of students to 

Europe. 

Considering the experience, it 1s commonly said that Iran started 

the modernization process some twenty years earlier than Japan did 

after the Heiji Restoration in 1868, although the task could not be 

accomplished. The· corrupt elements in the court gathered forces and 

conspired Amir Kabir' s dismissal, and his execution shortly 

afterwards. His reform was proved to be ill-fated to the great regret 

of his many admirers. His time in office lasted some three years, 

whereafter Iran experienced 60 years more of the unenlightened and 
of 

despotic rule Naser al-Din Shah and his son, Hozaffar al-din Shah. In 

the reign of the latter, however, public unrest gained momentum, 

ending in the Constitutional Revolution of 1906. 

Hampered by factional fighting, maladrninisteration, foreign 

intervention and the unpreparedness of the public for 

parliarnentarianism, the new system , however, failed to respond to 

Iranian's high expectation. Hor.eover, Mohammad Ali Shah, inaugurated 

shortly after the grant of the constitution by his father, set out to 

demolish the newly established institutions, causing five years of 

disturbances and public unrest which finally forced his dethronement. 

The chaos persisted ·under his successor and the last Qajar king whose 

incapability and ignorance prompted the decline of the dynasty in 

1925. Reza Shah, the first Pahlavi king, launched a reform in the 

style of Ataturk, considered to be the third modernizing attempt, the 

social aspect of which did not commend itself to the public in Iran. 

Considering its more dominant element of people's involvement, and 

notwithstanding some forty years time lag and differences in their 

dimensions and achievements, the Constitutional Revolution of 1906 is 

being compared here with the Heiji Restoration of 1868 as the starting 

points of modernization in Iran and Japan respectively. 

THE HODERNI?.ATION OF JAPAN 

There 1s no commonly accepted interpretation for the term 
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"modern", especially when it it 1s applied to non western societies. 

According to one analyst 3 >: "Modernization 1s a process by which 

historically evolved institutions are adapted to the rapidly changing 

functions that reflect the unprecedented increase in man's knowledge, 

permitting control over his environment, that accompanied the 

scientific revolution·,~" Intellectually, modernization involves a new 

way of looking at the self and the world. Economic modernization stems 

from the scientific and technological revolution which has 

dramatically increased productivity. 4 > 

In the case of Japan there is a consensus among scholars that she 

entered the road to modernity after the Meiji Restoration of 1868, 

when the leaders of Japan decided to establish a new order and to 

modernize their country. 

The modernization of Japan, like other non-Western societies, is 

said to be charactristically defensive, prompted by overseas tlrreat. 

Tokugawa Japan (1603-1867) Submitted to American pressure (1853-

1 851-1-) to open the country to foreign 

trade. 5
> Thereafter the British, Russians, Dutch, and French pressed 

the issue upon Japan one after another. Foreign intervention during 

these years reflects a close similarity to the practice of the powers 

1n Iran. 6 > 

Japan, who had been saved the experience of conquest and colonial 

status, was now facing a serious threat to her security, and moved 

fast to build up her strength to cope with the situation. The task was 

perfected, and Mehdiqoli Hedayat writes of his impression of the 

country he visited on the eve of the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese 

War early in 1904: "The Japanese who were harrased by a few ships (of 

Commodore Perry) are now beating drums of war with Russia." 7 > 

Japanese leaders, like the intelligentsia in Iran, realized that 

if the advance of Imperialism is to be resisted, Japan must be 

modernized. 

The Hito slogan "Repel the barbarian," which at first rejected all 

intercourse with the West, was in a few years time softened to allow 

for "opening of the country" as the only practical way of building up 
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Japan's strength against the West. 6 > Earlier contact with Russia made 

Japan take serious heed that her isolation might soon be broken, and 

gave new impetus to the movement to make the nation technologically 

and militarily equal of Europe. 9 > 

AN IMAGE IN THE MAKING 

Until the eve of the Constitutional Revolution of 1906, Iranians 

had little knowledge about Japan. In Montazam-e Naseri, an official 

history of Qajar Iran compiled in 1880, we find only a brief reference 

to Japan. 10 > Al-Maather va al-Athar, by the same author, has a passage 

on the Japanese Embassy, headed by Yoshida Masaharu, visiting the 

Court of Naser al-Din Shah in 1880. 11 > 

Referring to the Japanese Embassy sent by Mikado to the Qajar 

Court, Habl al-Hatin, a Persian newspaper published in Calcutta since 

1892, in its Aug. 5, 1912 issue suggested that the main obstacle in 

the way of the Embassy's success was Russia, who was blocking closer 

ties between Iran and the Ottoman Empire and Japan. 12
' 

Jaoanese victory over Russia in 1905 greatly enhanced the image of 

Japan in Iran. Iranians rejoiced over the emergence of an awakened 

Asian nation as a new world power, and the defeat of a neighbouring 

state whose imperialist policy and petsisting intervention were a 

constant threat to the independence and integrity of their country. 

The intelligentsia in Iran tried to utilize the image of a 

modernized and victorious Japan to awaken the public. Taleboff (1834-

1911), a keen advocate of "science and freedom", in one of his 

enlightening treatises asserts: "If the people of Japan, like many 

spiritless Asian nations, had hesitated and had not taken action 

against the Russian advance on the shores of the Pacific, their 

ignorance could have only resulted in their submission and 

negation." 131 

In Sep. 4, 1905 when Japan emerged victorious in her war with 

Russia, l!abl al-Matin wrote: "The people of Russia who, from the time 

of Alexander U intended to establish a constitutional government, have 
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benefited handsomely from this war (to realize their wishes) .... 

Strangely enough, the Russian Government has itself now deemed it 

necessary to benefit from (its relations with) Japan .... Now that all 

nations, friend and foe, are similarly benefiting from the relations, 

why should not this neighbouring country (namely Iran) benefit?" The 

reference is clearly to the wisdom of following the example of Japan 

1n modernization. 

Seven years later(Sep.9, 1912), the paper 1n an editorial 

reviewing the developments of the Constitutional Revolution of Iran 

(1906) wrote: "An outside factor also beneficial to the process, was 

the war in the Far East and the grave defeat of the Russian Government 

that awakened Iranians to the fact that an Asian nation could rise to 

secure its legitimate rights and gradually free itself from economic 

dependence on and fear of the outside, and could claim equality with, 

and even superiority to, the European Powers." 

JAPAN, A GOOD EXAMPLE TO FOllOW 

Early in the 20th century the image of an awakened and modernized 

Japan was being employed by Iranian writers to promote the cause of 

the Constitutional Government as a prerequisite for social and 

economic modernization. A History of the Awakening of Iranians 

contains many such references. The author quotes his own statement in 

a meeting of constitutionalists, saying: " Why don't you observe the 

world situation? Here is the example of Japan, an Asian nation, who 

has exalted itself and demonstrates outstanding performances." 14 ) 

In another development, a group of constitutionalists drafted a 

telegram addressed to the Mikado asking him to extend his benevO'lence 

and support to the moslem community of Japan, and had the message 

signed by Said Mohammad Tabatabai, thereby sending a signal to Said 

Abdollah Behbahani, Tabatabai 's rival, to make him reverse his high 

handed and arrogant attitude by inciting his jealousy. 

Jlayat, a Persian paper published in Baku, answering a letter of 

praise from one of its readers wrote (Sep.t1, 1901!): "We Iranians shall 
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be praisworthy only after we had made efforts and have accomplished 

the task of refining our nature·, as did the Japanese." 

Not all references to the Japanese performances are positive. In 

Aug.6, 1907, Neda-ye Vatan, a popular Persian newspaper, commented: 

"It is a well known fact that Japan fought Russia to seize the vast 

land of Korea. After freeing the country from Russia 1 s hand, Japan 

herself set to occupy it .... In the diplomacy of conquest there 1s no 

difference between the European and Asian (Powers)." 16 > 

MODERN JAPAN AND THE IRANIAN INTELLIGENTSIA 

In dealing with the subject of modernization, most Oriental 

thinkers and intellectuals of modern times have had the Western 

advance in· science and technology in mind. They have all maintained 

that modernization to this end is indispensable for their societies. 

Disagreement among them is limited to the degree and scale of aopting 

the Western way of life. At the same time, they have rejected, and 

warned against, a blind imitation and superficiality in adopting the 

Western institutions. 

Iranian social analysts of the 19th century were also following 

the same line of thinking. Mirza Aqa Khan Kermani (1853-1896) and 

Tileboff Tabrizi (1834-1911) are distinguished among those Iranian 

writers who tried to enlighten people and have called them .to 

modernize their country. 

Mirza Aqa Khan 1 s approach is said to be similar to that of 

Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901), who both considered modernization in the 

form of westernization indispensable for the survival of their 

respective nations. 17 > 

Taleboff, while emphasizing the universality of modern 

civilization and commending its achievements in science and civil 

rights, warns against superficiality in imitating it: "Beware not to 

be attached to their (Western) superficial civilization. It is the 

very barbarity. . . . Wherever you are 

Iranian." 18 > 
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Taleboff 1s enthusiastic about "the natural affection among Asian 

and Oriental nations", and believes in Asian potentiality to excell 

the West prvided that Asians "make their nations independent from 

Europian industries" and advance their minds, knowledge and political 

institutions. 19 ' His example for a successfully modernized nation is 

Heiji Japan, who, he believes, has modernized herself without 

sacrificing her traditional values. 20
' To him, modernization is a 

challenge for the nations' survival: "If we Iranians fail to grasp the 

essence of civilization, and can not initiate an incentive to lead us 

to progress, our country will be headed for an imminent decline." 21 
> 

He foresees an "Asian resurrection" which will cause the annihilation 

of Immperialism and the dominance of the West. 

TilE DEBATE ON EDUCATION, KNOWLEDGE AND FREEDOH 

During the Constitutional Hovement of Iran, the intelligentsia 

were emphasizing the two concepts of freedom and knowledge as the 

prerequisites for political, economic and technological advance of a 

society, disagreement among them being on the periority of one of 

these two. 

Taleboff, who says that an inquiring mind distinguishes man from 

beast, 22
' considers knowledge and the rule of law as the secret of a 

nation's progress: A benevolent king invites his people to participate 

in running the affairs of their country; "otherevise, they will come 

uninvited and stir up trouble" 23
' In the light of this wisdom he 

considers Japan a good example for Asian nations: "The Emperor of 

Japan made an effort in educating the people, established a 

constitutional government and advanced his nation. This great 

achievement became possible by replacing private motive with social 

objective." The Emperor had said that he realized the evil of absolute 

rule, and had deemed it necessary to improve the situation before it 

did more harm. H > The Tsar, on the contrary, did not recognize this 

point and, in the war between the two countries, the "knowledge and 

freedom".of Japan won a victor'y over the "ignorance and oppression of 
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the absolute rule of Russia. 251 

Iranian social analysts have all stressed the necessity of 

educating the people. To them, the task of awakening the people 1s 

entrusted to the intelligentsia. Zein al- 'Abedin Madighei who was 

critical about the despotic rule of Qajar kings and the prevalent 

disorder in the country, and wrote an imaginary travel book aimed at 

awakening Iranians, blames the people's ignorance and their lack of 

knowledge for the situation. 261 Considering the grave task of 

educating the people, Taleboff remarks: "It is not difficult to rule 

people; it is difficult to educate them." 271 

Mehdiqoli Hedayat quotes from Ito Hirobumi (the most celebrated 

aid to Emperor Meiji) his interpretation of the process of Japanese 

modernization, writing: " Marquis Ito has a seaside villa and comes to 

the city (Tokyo) once in a while .... We (Mirza Ali Asghar Khan, Atabak, 

the ex-Prime Minister of Iran , and his companions) went there by 

train .... After lunch we had the qpportunity for a dialogue .... Atabak 

star ted the intercourse, saying: ' We know that Japan's advance was 

made possible by Your Excellency's wisdom and instructions.' Ito 

answered that the Emperor should be praised for all these 

achievements. Then Atabak asked Ito how they had started, to which he 

answered: 'Being faced, from the outset, with a need for experts, we 

sent talented young students to Europe and America to master various 

fields of science and technology, and, when this task was 

accomplished, we established all kinds of schools in Japan .... '" 

Hedayat takes Ito's remarks as added support for his own conviction in 

the decisive role of education in modernization. 281 

Said Mohammad Tabatabai, a leader of the Constitutional Movement, 

1n an exciting speech (July 6, 1906) called iranians to fall in step 

with the advanced world, and blamed them for1having failed to send a 

representative to Japan, a country supposedly considered a good 

example to follow. Following the speech, 'Ein al-Douleh, a reactionary 

Prime Minister who resisted the people's demand for a constitutional 

government, called a meeting of some educated bureaucrats who 

formulated a treatise addressed to the clergy in wchich Mikado, the 
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Emperor of Japan, 1s praised as the only king in the history of 

mankind who granted a constitution to his people by his will. However, 

the treatise. stresses, he did so only after some twenty jears after 

his inauguration, when he completed a cultural reform preparing the 

Japanese for freedom and a constitutional government. 30 > 

The treatise is based on the argument that educating people and an 

advanced degree of enlightenment are the prerequisites for a 

functional constitutional government. The reasoning is parallel to the 

logic of the so called "Gradualists" in Meiji Japan that to acquire 

legislative power, people must be endowed with bouth education and 

spirit. 311 Topics like civil rights and freedom, a national assembly, 

a cabinet system and other constitutional features had been 

controversial issues for many years. 32 > Some observers even maintain 

that the whole idea of popular rights was alien to Japan: The ideas 
I 

the leaders of the popular rights movement propagated, as well as the 

examples they cited, were from the West and ultimately failed to 

appeal to the masses. 33 > 

REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 

In Japan, the movement for an elective assembly started in 1874 by 

the so called "memorialists" who called for the assembly's convening, 

claiming that, aside from curbing bureaucratic despotism, the assembly 

would propel the people toward enlightenment by deepening their wisdom 

and installing in them a spirit of independence. 3 ~ 1 howener, the civil 

rights recognized by the Constitution of 1889 were so minimal that 

some observers considered the amount of freedom granted to the people 

remarkably small. 35 > 

Taleboff, who presents a translation of the 1889 Constitution of 

Japan for Iranians to take as an example, 3 s 1 elaborates that the 

rulers of other constitutional kingdoms could not claim the 

considerable rights preserved for the Emperor, since his- privilage 

resulted from Japan's background and was endorsed by the fact that the 

Japanese Emperor has granted the constitution and has recognized the 
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rights of the people of his own will. 371 

Habl al-Hatin (Sep.25, 1905)in a. reference to Admiral Togo's 

refined nature, writes: "It is this merit and excellence that has made 

Japanese the envy of the civilized world," and concludes that this and 

other merits in a nation results from the people's participation in 

social life: "No noble people can enjoy this refined nature unless a 

principle of justice, an indispensable source of national unity, 

prevails among them; and no government can provide its people with the 

blessing of justice unless despotism is removed first; and. despotism 

can only be rooted out by people's participation." 

In this set of consecutive causes and effects, the refined nature 

of people is considered to be a product of their participation, in 

contrast with the commonly held opinion of considering the former a 

result of the latter. 

A History of the Awakening of Iranians quotes a constitutionalist 

saying: "Some believe that the public should acquire knowledge, and 

that knowledge is the prerequisite for enlightenment. I maintain that 

the people can not be educated unless the cherished foundation of a 

constitutional government is laid first." 36 > 

· Reporting on the proceedings of another meeting, the same author 

writes: "When a legislative assembly is held, it would be appropriate 

to concentrate on the following 12 topics: 1) .The judiciary system .... 

2) The land registeration... 3) Tax reform ... 4) Armed forces. 5) 

Local administration 6) Trade 7) Customs 8) Provisions and the 

retail system 

11) Stipend? 

9) Science, industries and mines 10) Foreign relations 

12} Clarification of the power of the Clergy and the 

Ministers. By regulating only these affairs, Iran can excell Japan in 

twenty years time. " 3 9 1 Simpleness of the logic is apparent from the 

fact that it does not concern itself with the cultural and social 

aspects of the modernizing process. 

QUALITIES OF THE JAPANESE 

For Iranian writers of that time, the most celebrated virtue 1n 
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the Japanese was their r-efined natur-e. The nation's leaders were 

especially praised for this quality. 

Modesty, self-possession and self-sacrifice, honesty and 

uprightness, patriotism, fraternity and humanity, dignity, gentleness, 

serenity, politeness and insight are among the merits Iranian writers 

believed existed in the Japanese, and more so among their leaders, 40
) 

by which merits, "despite their small stature, tiny eyes, yellow skin 

and charmless face, they have come to be loved and admired by friend 

and foe .... This is true prosperity, a prize for their righteousness." 

(Habl al-Hatin, Aug. 14, 1905) 

This idealistic reference to the qualities of the Japanese 

oligarchy, unequalled among their Iranian counterparts, is an evident 

reminder to the latter to correct themselves. 

Habl al-Hatin (Feb.27, 1905) blames "the corrupt nature of Russian 

generals and their lack of honour and national spirit" as the cause of 

the successive defeats in their war with Japan.· In its July 24, 1905 

issue, the paper praises the Japanese for their unity, that 1s "the 

essential condition for the prosperity of a nation." In a more 

elaborate way, scholars speake of a sense of consensus among the 

Japanese. 

Hehdiqoli Hedayat commends the cordiality among the Japanese 

leaders exemplified in the manner of Ito Hirobumi who introduces a few 

of the ex-ministers as his close friends, compared to the begrudging 

sense of jealousy among the Iranian ministers.+'> 

Apart from the favourable historical,geographical and traditional 

background and decisiveness of the Japanese leaders, one factor that 

contributed greatly to .the success of the modernizing process in Japan 

was the adaptability of her people to the trend of world development 

as seen in more than one instance in modern history. the 250 years of 

seclusion of Japan during the Tokugawa rule was certainly detrimental 

in breeding a sense of respect for law in her decent people. 

Other qualities of the Japanese, such as their medical skills and 

craftsmanship are also being referred to and admired in Iranian 

sources.+ 2 ) 
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ROLE OF EMPEROR MEIJI 

Iranian's reverence and praise for Emperor Meiji as the founder of 

new Japan, was high. 

Excited by their surprising victory over Russia, Habl al-Matln 

(April 10, 1905) commends the Emperor of Japan and his generals who 

"in thirty years time have inspired the advance of their country, 

nation and army as much as in the preceeding three hundred years .... " 

In an editorial on the decline of morals in the East, the paper 

(Sep.18, 1905) emphasizes the decisive role of monarchs and rulers in 

these countries and concludes that the Mikado was the main force 

behind Japan's advance and the Chinese Emperor should be held 

responsible for his country's decline. 

Neda.:..ye Vatan, another Iranian paper, 1n its political analysis 

(Jtme 20, 1907) pronounces the same judgement. 

The praise of the Japanese Emperor is an implicit reproach of the 

Qajar kings for their lack of spirit and lofty purposes. 

Expressing dissatisfaction with the authorities' failure to 

educate the public, the author of A History of the Awakening of 

Iranians writes: "During the recent 11 years (during the reign of 

Mozaffar al-D!n Shah, 1896-1906) only a few schools have been founded, 

but these were incongruous to the title of schooi: The reason why they 

could not succeed (in educating people) like Mikado, he adds, "is that 

Mikado is at the same time the spiritual leader of his people .... His 

instructions, therefore, have more binding force and he faces less 

obstacles in executing his sacrosanct plans ..•. "+ 3 > 

An editorial by 'All Akbar Dehkhoda in the first issue of Sur-e 

~srafil newspaper, published imnwediately after the establishment of 

the Constitutional Government, asks Mohammad 'Ali Shah to contrive a 

plan to "save the capsized ship of the nation in the sea of revolution 

and lead it to the shore of safety;" and reminds him of the fair 

judgement history has passed on Mikado as a benevolent king. 

Siyahat-name-ye ~brahim Beik, an imaginary travel-book written 

toward the end of the 19th q~tury, critisizes the fanciful trips of 
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Naser al-Dln Shah to Europe ,the only result of which for the nation 

was a loss of wealth and face. "A king's foreign visit should be like 

the tour ventured on by Peter the Great (of Russia), as a result of 

which the 18 million population of Russia has increased to 118million. 

Many resolute kings have never toured (overseas) and revived their 

nations by their enlightened mind and insight. The Emperor of Japan, 

for example, elevated his nation and his government to everybody's 

surprise without leaving his home (country) ........ , 

IMPRESSION OF MODERN JAPAN ON IRANIAN LEADERS 

Hehdiqoli Hedayat could represent the few Iranian statesmen who 

had a first-hand experience about Japan and had been impressed by her. 

Jledayat, an ardent admirer of Japan after his short visit to the 

country in the winter of 1903-04, regrets to find a completely 

different atmosphere upon his return to Iran. "5
' Hedayat, one of the 

most celebrated statesmen the recent history of Iran has produced, 

later became Prime Hinister(1927-33) in the early years of ~eza ShM1's 

rule and in this capacity should have contributed to initiating and 

enforcing the policy of industrial and economic modernization 

attributed to the king. He, however, is critical of the social aspects 

of the policy which he finds incongruous with Iranian tradition and 

culture. 46
' 

In a reference to King Aman al-Lah Khan of Afghanistan who visited 

Iran in 1928, he writes: "He has imitated Kamal Pasha (Ataturk) 's 

style of Westernization in a way that appeals to rascals and villians, 

and by far lacks the essence of national elevation .... "" 7
' He quotes 

from the Speaker of the Afghani Parliament accompanying the king his 

confidential grievances, expressing his concern about the future of 

the policy and of the king himself. 

l~dayat who had stayed in Europe as a student, is critical about 

Western nations who, he believes, consider only their own interests, 

want to profit by any means, and maintain an aggressive attitude 

towards the Asians. He finds the American way of life more 
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disagreeable than the European one, comparing the Europeans , 1n their 

restl,~~s search for material gain and accumulating wealth, to ants, 

and the Americans to fast-moving ants. 481 

He names Japan as an ideally modernized country, writing: "The 

most commendable thing in the Japanese is their insight, by which 

merit they have adopted (from the outside) only what is worthy and 

desirable, have maintained their originality and have not been deluded 

by outward appearances." 491 Observing the situation some years later, 

however, Hedayat regrets that the Japanese have gone a little too far 

in' social westernization and find it difficult to make amends for it. 

He shows sympathy for the Chinese whom he regards as being enclosed by 

their modesty, self-reliance, seclusion, and the lack of such decisive 

and right leaders as the Japanese have. He concludes that, to set the 

stage for progress, "a nation can not be political; politics, rather, 

should be national." 501 

When retired from his first term in office, Mirza 'Ali Asghar 

Khan-e Amin al-Sultan, Atabak, the influential Prime Minister of three 

Qajar kings, set out for a long trip to Japan, America and Europe 

under the pretext of a pilgrimage to Mecca. Mehdiqoli Hedayat, his 

close aid and companion on the trip, attributes the visible change in 

Atabak's attitude during his subsequent term of office to what he had 

seen and heard in Japan. In his last term of office as the Prime 

Minister in 1907, Atabak showed a different attitude, siding with 

constitutionalists and modernists. 

Hedayat who maintains that his ma1n purpose 1n accompanying Atabak 

on his trip to the Far East was t.o influence his mind and prepare him 

for enforcing progressive measures in Iran, 511 finds him impressed by 

the experience and to have come to realize the interests of his 

country. He writes that Atabak had been awakened by Ito Hirobumi 's 

remarks, and regrets his assasination shortly afterwards. 521 

On a call they paid to Count Katsura, the Japanese Prime Minister, 

on Dec.l9, 1903, Hedayat writes: "Asked by Katsura what he had done 

during his office to improve the economy, Atabak said: 'We had an 

agreement with Russia limiting customs tarrifs to 5 per cent, and 
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customs was out of our jurisdiction. We recently succeeded to rev1se 

the agreement.' 

The Count said: 'faced with a similar problem, we adopted the 

European judiciary system, enacted (necessary) laws and strengthened 

our military forces. Europeans could have no objection. Moreover, 

considering our military build-up, they consented. "' 53 1 

The popularity and success of the first Majlis (parliament), 

inaugurated in 1906 after the grant of the Constitution by Mozaffar 

al-Oin Shah, the event in which Hedayat was instrummental, have been 

attributed mainly to its limited election process and its class 

structure. Hedayat, an admirer of Ito llirobumi and having the example 

of the Japanese Diet in mind, should have been influencial in shaping 

the Majlis. 

Japan's progress, marked by the country's victory over Russia, had 

apparently impressed Mozaffar al-Oin Shah (d.l906) and made him 

consider the constitutionalists' demand more favourably. Hedayat 

writes: "The Shah was a democrat by nature. Once he summoned me to 

Farah-abad (Palace); I went. Nobody was present except Sayyed-e 

Bahreini (his guro). Yet, he q1me close to me and quietly asked 

whether Japan has a parliament. I answered that she does, and for 

eight years now .... " 5 ~> 

Hedayat recalls another instance when he spent a whole night at 

the bedside of the ailing king, speaking about Japan as had been 

instructed. He comments: "The king seeks to reform, but it does not 

commend itself to his associates ... ," 551 and, "he was so reserved that 

whenever I started to tell about Japan's progress (in the presence of 

others) he would ask me to speak of Japanese plants instead." 56 ) 

IMAGE OF MODERN JAPAN IN PERSIAN LITERATURE 

Images of Japan as a highly advanced nation and of the Japanese as 

a people of refined nature have also reflected in modern Persian 

literature in the form of references and characterization, a typical 

example of which is an essay written by Mohammad Jlejazi and titled 
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"The Japanese Repot:"t. " 57 > In this fictional type essay, the wt:"iter 

admires the Japanese head . of a delegation co-attending an 

intei:"national confet:"ence, who, in a repot:"t to his government, regrets 

having expressed himself in a session of the conference merely out of 

ostentation and without due consideration. The head of the delegation 

I:"emat:"ks that this merit of self evaluation is the secret behind 

Japan's success in bt:"idging the wide gap of backwardness in a matter 

of only fifty yeat:"s time and distinguishing herself among the 

civilized nations. 

An independent literat:"Y wot:"k in Pet:"sian in praise of the Japanese 

is Mikado-nameh, a book of poem composed in 1906 in the style of Shah

nameh (The Book of Kings), in which the overwhelming victot:"Y of Japan 

over Russia is applauded and attributed mainly to the Japan's 

constitutionalism. The authot:" concludes his detailed and versified 

account of The Russo Japanese War by advis:1g Iranians to follow the 

example of Japan, from where "the sun of civilization has risen." 56 > 
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