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Theories of psychological adaptation in old age
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Abstract

Recently, it was revealed that most oldest-old individuals experience physical and cognitive decline,
and that, paradoxically, older adults relatively maintain their subjective well-being across old age.
However, how psychological adaptation to a decline in physical health functions and develops with
aging remains to be elucidated. In order to reveal the psychologically adaptative process in old age
including oldest-old age, the author aimed to capture the key concept by comparing the psychological
theories of aging. The applicability of the following three theories was examined: selective optimization
with compensation, socioemotional selectivity theory, and gerotranscendence. Among these, while
selective optimization with compensation notes that psychological adaptation has a limitation because
of poor resources in oldest-old age, it is also supposed that self-regulatory processes moderate the
influence of decline in resources on subjective well-being as well as on the socioemotional selectivity
and gerotranscendence theories and that older individuals achieve positive and adaptive development. In

future studies, it is important to focus on self-regulation to elucidate psychological adaptation in old age.
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VAR, JelEftEE I LV S DOAADRL Y EEEXT LI ENTREIC R > TWb, T
El O Frarid, 20084F 12 1E79.290% . L1%86.02 THh - 7225, 4t b Mik%E HFild. 2055
I BMESS.6THE. LME90.34L 2 B L Tl E T b (NEKT, 2010),

COEHICANODOEFPHESLH T, Sl #8770 A 058 T R Tl 72
L BEFETHY L TEEL I LD RERAZ L RIETEI X DVAH > CTE o Sl
BEERAETH 5 BEETIE, IWRRLEE 2T, B - FRARAEZ & CHERR L. Ry
ICHEEEI 217 ) BiE G E BTy 727 - 4 Y 2 71T A% (e.g., Rowe
& Kahn, 1987; 1998) 78HExE S7zo BAE. £ 0 £ DAL DT0RA T CORII SR ©
IR THY L CAE B 2 EDTRRICR D DDdH 5 —T7. 80#d 5\ IZ85H LI E o i
[ZIZ R - FBABEBE DR TSR #E< . BETHVZ L TEEX LI EPWNETH 2 2 LR
ENTwb (Baltes, 1998; Baltes & Smith, 2003) .

L2r L. @St o CER BT B3 2 Jdid. BRI I3 2 A L 37 ET A4 5R
AIRELTCnb, LT THRARS L9112, BREEOK TR TY, 43 L b EBINTE
BT, B SN 2 LMo NTE 2. ARETIE. SEBEEDOKT 205 T
b EBIYTARIEAME T & T I AHERS S N2 IREE % LS & 23 L, OIAYEIE % 1T fE
29 2 DHERERICESEZ L TE, 2 LT, SR OHENESEET FHT 2720, Sk
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EEHBET Do
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TAENZBWTH, SIS 5 AR IR 01781, BEEsiic i Ak - 725
FEREDIE T AEA TV ZEZHLNIZL TS (FERE - W% - /MK - A - fidE - 353 -
A5 - R - KR - 85K, 2005a; Sk - MERE - T4 - AR - SEAE - BRIE - B3 - RS - Tl
A - AR - 8K, 2005) HAFRREICE L T, IEHE/LOEET—E R ITZ A/ REE
275 ERIBENT WD, MM (2005a) 12X UE, HETES TEBEBE D42% DT 5
PONEEVLEE L TWwDLEE LI, MEXZVLEL LZWEETH, BTEEVOEIZT0% T
HBHIEDIRENT, Thbb, BEROBEEREICE > T, HEOF 7 ATV - 24D
YT DOETIVTEMINLERO—DTH L HHEEIEDOMFHINE TH 5 FEEI RSN L
TR b TOIH, BEFIE, EFBESCHIEE L Vo LB E#ET 5 2 & TIEHEL
DIRIE R IFHZALOINEE B9 7207 T <L TNESIZEE D BERRRREDIR T 245 & 3 411
SROREEFIRE LY 7R TN - A DV TOETIVOREIZHFEHTREZLE L
LT (HERE, 2007)

EES I B AR BRI OARTT DS T EEV & v ) IR S s — T BRI 12 B
AW LSRN T E BRI IR S NS L) HIR A LT\ b Sl
WIE B EBREDE T 2 &k 4 RN TENERKI R EN G EL G20 E2 015
WAL LET, ZOTFHUICK L CEBIMFERKIIMER SINLE 2 &6, ZOBLIT M E
TEERED/NT Ky 7 ZEMHEN S (e.g., Lockenhoff & Carstensen, 2004; Mroczek &
Kolarz, 1998) .
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(1978) ASwiiknd O EBAIERIE BT 5 T ZE 2 BB L T2 %0 Larson|Z KU,
EICEV DT NI EBNERBEIE T T2 00, EEVKT., BEOWL . KASEHES
EDFERN ., AESTEE O & v o 7o BB R L] L 7oA R, il & RIS S OB IXE kR
L7z T 250 L OO7e 2 #l L T\5, F72, Diener & Suh (1997) (X [EIPE LA
ZHEELL . IS IV EBINERIEKIIET L 2w Efmff T Twsb, 5612, Mroczek &
Kolarz (1998) (2 XU, BRE % RO BT ICE B EEIE 298 L, T
EEVAERGIC R B I EHEMNBES L VEMT 22 EPMESN TV L, TLH DRI,
FEFEEZIT T 2 EEORT . BEOHA . HXEEOWA & v o 72 EIEO A DNk
WZHEWIPHI S B T REMEZ 7 RIE L C & 72,

S HITIFETIE, BEEIIZB VTS FENEEES IR SN L 2 E2V9RETw
5o Kunzmann, Little & Smith (2000) (Z70m72> 5 1035 2 X R L 72 247 o 7248 5.
MG I NH EREEMET $ 5500, REMBFEEML 2w L2l 5712 L7z,
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N ERRTWS, F 72, HEREM (2005b) b, BEEINIZHAEEOMKTAEEICHS
NAH—J., FENEERIIILENHERE NS 2 L 2R Lz, BEZ2 a0 miiiic sy
B CHARITENC BT 2 MR E 2 H3ICEH SN TE v o0, BUED & 2 5B ekl
WZBWTHLHENBEISATTRETH H 2 EATRIRE LTV 5,



RN B T A0 I 2 —EOH A, S, SEE I3k A R REIZED L) IZH
LOBAMRITE #EEFESE TV L EHEISNDL, LA L, ZOLHEEBE oIS
T\, AT CTlE. S BT 25800 9 6 BEREREEDIN T 28 F B SR I 2 22
TLEELERNO—DOE L TEZOLNTE (e.g.,, Kunzmann et al., 2000; Larson, 1978;
Smith, 2001). ZMW 2. FRIZFEBRBEDOMC T IR L CEBINEMRIR Z MR 2 0 E
RS 2 2 L d. SR BT 5 EENTEREOMKT 2 f/NMRICHI R 5 4 AW RED & 1
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T, @WHTREZ OEAWHER T LB L, ®RBICZOERICHEET 2 O 2 e %2 RE 3
%o

I SiHECBITD0IENENICEEYT $3EER

IS B A CHEEICEEZBRIHT S ET, SNFEFTOLOPDIHIIRENTE
7oo Ohnszh A (B s Ic eV OB B EESRE S NS ), @3k — bRIR ()
LD HICETNZHD, LHIBEIEE Z 2 AMEESRAEHEEL D). @O XKD RHR

(] - EREIC 72 512 EOHEEID S BIF 2 B EZFRD R T\V) ThbHo Idler (1993) 1
INSOWEIMHENEEL T2 EHER L TWEL 00, NshEIC L 2HAPENTH
HIZEPIEERBEINTWS (e.g., Kunzmann et al., 2000)o L722%> T, LHRAYEIC B
I & & D IZFENZ L2 T LRI SN S,

E 5|2, FEMEEEIIITEERMTE & FRAEE & v ZME2SH O o LERRYE s
EFBEREOZNENOME L BET 5 L E 2 5 sh, EEVEREKOEEREE I
WTIE, EEENIEE EEE & BENBEIE I TN TN 2B " L enT
B 1 (Kunzmann et al., 2000; Mroczek & Kolarz; 1998). HERIEIEOZEALICEE 4 A H A
E—H L2, 2% b MEMNKIFIET T 2.08EENIET L ERBEIN TN
o T2, HEEDZEWRPLBEE, MHIKE Vo 22 FEEEROFMAHEEE, FolEEN
ITE & 3T L 7R & & L CfZED 2 ST %72 (Ryan & Deci, 2001; Ryff & Keyes,
1995) . B # & Z N LIRi o SR B 1T 5 FEIRYSEE KO AR EITE 2 ik L 22 gELC
IE, KRRICHTE2ERMNTITBERI KT T2 000, FAENMTH & OMBIIKT
L. RKiEL OER & Vo 72409 & OMBIZIEINT 5 L s Twb (Jopp, Rott,
& Oswald, 2008)c 2D Z & H SBE#HI X F LT O Sl & 138 7 2 i 72 DB
FEMHEL LRI N T WD (Jopp et al., 2008) o

BEMEIEAHER S N2 2000 L3 2@, ZEMRESENETRT 2818, H50iE
FEIRYSEAR R & SRR & ORI L. B S BfR & OBE T 5 8FE &
Vo 7 DELY IS B 2 R T A B, OB O IGH A EHTE 5, IFTIE,
HEE L CHEBLER X O'Peck O S EMER Z LY LU, TERB I N E LT, fiff%
P9 BRI R#E L, B EREHE., BEBERHERO 3 22 1T 5,
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Cumming & Henry (1961) OBERLER Tld. & 130100 2 THATEBI2 S B, *t
SWERR N H 2 LT, EBIWERE MR 5 g SN b, BERIEIZIER X, 72
A SRR T2 SEHEE 27T, BENBBICERELZVWEZIObNL, Ly



L. Kuypers & Bengston (1973) 3t 0 A H2E L, BRI X > THEWEED
BN 5 AN = AL 2 BamHIR Lz, SO TIX, #80 SBER L 2miE X, 4aHh

LEEM R T 4 — KN 7 %51, u%ﬂ’]i&?ﬁa%ﬁxﬁit\ SHICHEP LTS 2 &)
BEREEITRIN TS, 72, #HXHEEAEBTHEE Z IS5 LET 28 Hm %
iﬁ‘?‘%i‘ﬂﬁiﬁfﬁ? NT&7: (Longino & Kart, 1982), M6 D#ER, I4F £ THEFLHE

OZBHEIIME N EFHH S NAICE STV D, LA L, tﬁ’lﬁﬁ%&@ﬁ“ﬁﬁiﬁm%gﬁﬁﬁﬁé@
J‘\c‘: L CHiME A 5152 d 55 (Johnson & Barer, 1992) 2. Pk
DS BB EINER GG (Carstensen, 1991) & EFERBRIE S (Tornstam, 1989) Tk,
HERA G & FARIC . SR BT 24 B O 7. BEORD R HHEREOKT L v
PZEROWANAED 1R L B3O TIE %R, BROWAZ B L 72 S#E B 5 017804k
RThHDHLEVH)RE LI TOIL TV,

(2) PeckDFEEHR

Peck (1968) (3EriksonD ISR MG % 312, Sl E 1L 3 DD IEEEN DR LT K
ENBEEZT, Tbb, BROGRISH L THERERLEENCHETTICHERLY X TE S
. FARREEEZ S fERR IS L THERICHE S TIC R E B 5N D h. SEofaigiixt
LTHRICHEE T ICHEREBMZ 5N 50 TH S, PeckDFEHGHIZHE 2L, B4
%W)?@% FREEMIERE DT . SLIC L 2 BFROTEIR L W) fH A OFKIIHAE L 2 2 5
IO 2 58 EAE L X 5N D, Peck®D IS ML, SRR O T2 5 LEEAY IS
AT A E LTI EiFeshizd oo, EETF—7I1I2EohhwEfHEnTnb
(Idler, 1993)s L2*L. LLF T2 EFMBIEG (Tornstam, 1989; 2005) &, H1&
EHFRICHAE L 2 22 BBIFERLTBY .. 29 L0 & REIEEK S OB
PEHNMEH SN TS,

(3) fEZH I ERNREL

Baltes & Baltes (1990) &, 27 A7)V - TA TV FIRICBIT A7 s L
T, flifE % k) #INMAEIL (SOC: Selective Optimization with Compensation) % f&
EL72, SOCE X, B2 EH X5 HIEZ RO, HEDOZERIZHT TEIEZ R ARG
L. BEOBLEZMOEHETH Y BELIZ 2BHmTH 5. BEEH I I3 R O
EL W) BFEORANZ X ) SOCIZHED IZHEIICIZER D H 5 k?a‘fﬁi*ﬂé 75 (Baltes,
1997) . BEEHHICBVW L HEORIREAEZ A L) HUHEBRIIIET L L W IH K
i3d Ao Heckhausen & Schulz (1995) @ kI J s K O Brandtstadter & Greve

(1994) ORI LIZSOCE HCHREIZE M L - FICHEoOVWTB ), BEdHE:
T2, BEOBRIZZEZEbL R GHEENS, 2L T, HUREBRIIGENEREZ
T2 EEZLENS,

Heckhausen & Schulz (1995) (2 kAU, F&Z I E—kIHIEITHE & R YHITE TG D /N Z
VADBALT HBEBEERZ SN DL —RIUHIENZ, BADHIEICE D L) IEREIZE & T
LRBERATE AR L. RN, — RGBT 2 IEHES 2 L) ICEAD BEEICE Z 27 5
RRHIRCITEI 289 o HAMEBEDI T LGB O WA I LT, Sl (X R 5 g %
HWwabZ EIl2Eh, HEmEEOMREE W) BEXEZ2D., ET“@L?OCCK#O%CC <7
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¥ 72, Brandtstadter & Greve (1994) 2 XAUE, FEIXOFEMLE G, @75 B %L,

@ERD 3 ODOMREIZ L > THENZ HUBIZ MR T 28R LA b N b, FYLES
Bgid, HEEE 22 HORERICE ) L) ICEEOHORESIH X 2000 5 B 1TE) % 18
L. PRETEDALIL, BEL 22 HERRE L EBOHCRREL ORI L > THENZH
OISR CE R 2251, MAOLCHBERICE X 20T THEL 22 HERREY A
R DLBHRITEI 28T, 2B, MEIE W EALEI g & B ET R E R 4T7 9 5 L e &
Nb, COBTICED., EBEOBHCREREOREBIZEDLECHEZ THBIELZD ., H it
fReTidzn USRS LKL T, SmEIEHCICTT 2 HEN R MR 5
EHEH S NS

(4) HIBEEIRLERMIER
Carstensen (1991) (3 THEIAEIRMERF (SST: Socioemotional Selectivity
Theory) %JEME L 72o SSTIZ XAUE, #AMWHEMERIIOBEROER, QT AT T4
T A DFE L MR, OFERED I OICERMT IO, L EZ NS, £ LT, HFEMNKE
FIRKICL, BEMNKEZR/NIT 2 IEEMED. EilII3E IR ERES NS,
SSTIZPEZ X, #ATEEOM T IR LT, SinE 3B ENEE 25T vwiinse AHMEfRz
BIRT—F. T L) RIEELEIT S CH- 2 AHBIRE #BIRL 2w & T ZENSER
AT AEEZOND,
SSTIZHAXEEOR T ZBMISHEHLIBEL TWL AT, BENMEREESUTD S
(Carstensen, 1993), ¥ 72, SSTIZSOCE L #E=AMNLH Y . HEHIIC BT 24509 E
ERIZSOCE @ L2 TH L0 Lt wElkxX51TCwb (Carstensen, 1991),
S 52, SSTIEEERMICB T 2HE T RA~DRITLELEET LI LTINS
(Brandtstadter & Rothermund, 2002) o
BWSSTIIH S EMER Z I 2 2B & L CHMB S N7225, SST % fiHE & F R 71 &
E OB, EETENICEHT AA L O 5, Lockenhoff & Carstensen (2004) 12 &
L, EEE IEREICETAREZREL L) ET5 L0 b, HEIZHRET L0, THN
EREOBEMHE AR SNDL EEZ ONE, /2, FERICEDLIERIEZITHIE, 15
MOBEFIIB T, SR IR ICHEET 2R ENEHREL ) b BEEMEREEE LT R
5720, HENBIESIIR SIS E# 2 5b (Lockenhoff & Carstensen, 2004). 29 L
7oIEERE A LT, SR E IS ENRE RIS ORI B (B 0 EREICHRSOIKE
R AHTOIEREINET L) OFERPHEICLZ->TH, BEMKELELTVWENNZH
B (B B A OSN3 RO ) ICEET LI LIk o T, BENKE MR
T5HEEZ2H5ND (Lockenhoff & Carstensen, 2004) o
SSTTIZ. THEEFFENDOBEREAT T IX, BEBLERS & FARIC, 582 T L CEBIRIC R A
PRI TWAHEELLZETEHTE L EENS (Carstensen, 1991) . BE#H] T ERF AR 5
NTWhEKL AH72% (Gruhn, Gruhn, & Smith, 2010). [FEIFRZIZfTHONL EEZ SN
%o



(5) EBEFHBHIER

Tornstam (1989) 1%, BEFGHERG % FRaFili L. EFBBEGRZFEE L7, BENElR e
. SEIIC BT B HE R L E L) SERRITOBE L 2HHTH L, ZOH
I, UREhME. ARRENE. RDEME. WM. B2, BEE. EEE. 2L CHERE R S O
BERELTEHENTELT ATV - A D2 ZOETFIVITHAE Ok T 5 & 18t
ENTBY ., ZOETNHPEFELAII BT 2 HERHOH ANBEOMERIZFES VTS &
AR ST % (Tornstam, 2005: 3)o —H. ORI, BERL. FEARENE. FERDZR1E,
AL D S, KB, D8, BoREHE, B, AlEE, 2L CHELREOERIZERT S
(Tornstam, 1992), L 72255 C. BEMEBIEGGICHEZE. BEEEOKT X U S 1ES)
DWW LTy Sl B, FEEEM. K, HARPEEL SR THILIZLD, BE
HEEZ IR T 5 EE2 6N 5, 720 FERW - #HEXWICHIRDSH > TH . HEEFOHRT
BB LAEXRDOT0, GERANEDNZEVEZEMT L LT, HENKEZMERET
b EEZHNA, Tornstam (2005: 88) 13, EFEMWBESFBINFMELHR - ML+
L7 TR L, EBEFEREOKT Z2Hfl 32 L WO IREEZR L TV,

F /-0 HEREAL (2006b) Tid, BEEEIICBWT L SOCHHERET A 7217 T7% ¢ . Erikson
& Erikson (1997) 2MRE L7255 9 BRFE OFZEEBE SR ON 00 LN E b5 Tn
Bo HEOERMEICITEENBHEAIES S NE EE2 5N THY (Erikson & Erikson, 1997).
BEEIHICB U A 0B EZ IR A & L CEFRNBRHERGER SN22dH 5,

V F&H

W, SRR T A2 0HESEHEER O & . SRS BT B ORISR |2 R
THHON LS 5,

INFTOH 7 EATN - A DV TR TIR, BETHY LBV NERS N TE272
O, WAL LTS NS BT M 'Peck D3I B EMIZFHE S T & 72,
RPCT, Y7 ATV - AT TMEOF M E L TSOCHRE SN, Silics
V5 RN R 3 E MRS IS STz, AR, I CIXERAD - SRR RE. fEATEE & W
S 7B R OTELAHETHE . SOCIZED {HIBICRA 2 5 Ligf s s —J7 . Bkl
2L HOHFBERIIIET L L EZ SN TWE, IRIYHIEE & OSFRAERBI AL L v B O
WEZELC, BREIIEEOMEPHT W) HEDER TE LR WE, 2RO HEEZ
ZhLEINb,

E512, SOCEIFHHZIZIZFE U < LTHRME S N/ZSST K NEF BB HE 21X, @85
BT ORI ECZEOBBENIET HEEZONL, TNOOHGTE b IZHEN
o E AN D 1T D . BB I Peck DI EH R L BN H 5 2 LAURIE X
NTHBY (Tornstam, 2005: 45) . WHAHFF TIRESIN-EEHICB T 2 #EL0H ) F8
REShTwb,

INOOHEZ T 5 L. BFROMEIIH L CHOHEMEDSET 5 S b mh il
THEEZOND, Tbb, BEEIE., BESCHILLE Vo 2ERLDLN L TEIR %
NRZ) LT L0, BEOHFEESREIC R4, HEETLIEREOEEZ TIF20, KR
HEPOHHREZBEICEZ THELZD, BREZODDIZHE L 2L b Lo HUME
WAEZ U CEBNERE MRS T2 E2 615,
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